v/ o4

Issue 15 SEPT{ QCT



MAKE YOUR INVESTMENT IN VIDEO PAY OFF!

Let these new source books from Esselte Video
help you use your system to its fullest!

THE VIDEOLOG: PROGRAMS FOR GENERAL INTEREST AND ENTERTAINMENT 1979

® Fully annotated entries on over 4,500 videotapes available in %"’ Beta, 2" VHS, %"
EIAJ, %" U-Matic cassette, 1", and 2"’

® Covers the arts, sciences, health, sports, politics, education, literature, self-help and many
more topics

® Special section of more than 600 movies available on video. Includes recent releases,
sound & silent classics, cartoons, documentaries, and adult films

® Sample titles: The French Connection M*A*S*H Modern Times Papillon Valley
of the Dolls The Vixen

® Complete subject index

® Listings — with addresses, phones, and contact names — of the more than 100 producers
and distributors represented in the directory

This indispensable video program guide is yours for only $20.00

THE VIDEO GUIDE
By Charles Bensinger...

® Complete descriptions of the mechanics, advantages, and limitations of all popular %"
and %" videotape systems

® More than 400 detailed photos, drawings, and charts
@ Step-by-step operational and maintenance procedures
@ Recommendations on the choice and use of video accessories

® Chapters on the video camera, the VTR, connectors and plugs, VTR interchangeability,
and much more

Don’t be without this highly readable “*how-to"” at only $14.95.

Both books will be available November 1978
See the next issue of The Videophile’s Newsletter for ordering data.
To be on our mailing list write us at:

& ESSELTE VIDEO, INC.

Dept. 30
600 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
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TV Wiggles

—— @ T

Welcome to the special Anniversary Issue of The
Videophile's Newsletter. Imagine, two years of
video bewilderment, subpoenas, and postal sup-
port! You hold in your hands the fattest ever
issue of The Videophile's Newsletter. A package
of this size represents the limit of achievement
that is possible for a spare time publisher and
volunteer staff. Next issue, we will begin our
reach for the brass ring under a new banner.

(As to that, be sure to read my "bald-faced plea"
for funds elsewhere herein.) WNot only is it our
anniversary, but some say it's the 50th anniver-
sary of the invention of television, as well.
Also, TV GUIDE is celebrating its 25th birthday
this year. We had hoped to do a feature on the
latter, but TV Guide declined to cooperate (see
letters pages)...C'est la vie. Home video is
starting to be noticed...recent articles in both
STEREO REVIEW and NEWSWEEK were of interest. You
may want to check out the article on how to turn
your TV into a video monitor in the August issue
of RADIO ELECTRONICS. Steve Comet will be tel-
ling us all about TV monitors the next time we

meet.
Tape Review This issue we feature the
debut of yet another regular
feature, Ted Reinhart's Tape Reviews. Ted is
well known among western film buffs, in addition
to his notoriety as the "Singing Cowboy." Hence-
forth, you may expect reviews of legally avail-
able prerecorded tapes to be a primary ingredi-
ent of TVN. Your reputedly impartial Editor will
be chipping in on this effort from time to time
as well, Dealers who wish to send samplings of
your catalog to me are welcome to do so. (Hey,
I'll return 'em. Also, I'm not easily embarrassed.)

Some of you may have wondered what "TV Wiggles"
Others will remember that

is supposed to mean.
he was a villain
in the Dick Tracy
comic strip back
in the early 50's,
so dubbed because
his face somewhat
resembled the
lines on a tele-
vision set. At
least, we thought
so at the time.
Well, videophile
Max AllanCollins,
who now writes the
Tracy strip, was
kind enough to
send us a picture
of the gentleman,
drawn by comic artist supreme, Mr. Terry Beatty.
Many thanks, guys, I'd sort of forgotten what ole
"TV" looked like myself.

You'll probably want to pick up the Fall issue of
VIDEO magazine at your newsstand. In fact, I rec-
commend that you do--it's a rather handsome pack-
age. However, my initial concern that it might
be serious competition for us has been dispelled.
Read the letters, replies thereto, and the
restrictions on classified advertising and you
will see what I mean. 1Its reluctance to print
the names and addresses of dealers in prerecorded
tape, coupled with an outright refusal to accept

advertisements which list discount prices for
tapes and equipment (My GOODNESS, even slickies
like STEREO REVIEW and MODERN PHOTOGRAPHY do
that!) indicates to me that VIDEO magazine is
more interested in currying the favor of name
brand manufacturers than in serving the serious
home video hobbyist. This is not an uncommon
phenomenon. Indeed, it is often the distinction
between publications directed at the newsstand
browser and those which are circulated among
hard core enthusiasts, whatever the subject.

In this same view, VIDEOGRAPHY magazine has fi-
nally acknowledged our existence, saying that

we are "fast becoming a cross between a bootleg-
ger's bible and home video guidebook." The men-
tion admits that TVN is "chock full of info,"
but does not disclose our price or address. In-
deed, of the six publications mentioned in the
same write-up, ours is the only one for which
the city of publication is omitted. ¢YThe July
issue of EDUCATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL TELEVISION
contains a reprint of ramblin' Marc Wielage's
remarks at the Copyright Symposium of the Los
Angeles VideoShow, as well as those of the other
participants. So far as I know, the sponsor of
that show (C.S. Tepfer Publishing) still has not
located a suitable guest-of-honor for the upcom-
ing Home VideoShow, but I can report that TVN
will have half a booth at the show. Look for
Messrs. Mazzini and Wielage, Los Angeles Conven-
tion Center, September 30 and October 1.

My whirlwind trip across the great American West
was both exhausting and satisfying. My meetings
with the west coast staff were very fruitful.
After Carlsbad Caverns, Grand Canyon, the San
Diego Zoo, and Hollywood Boulevard, I feel as
though I must have walked a good portion of the
5000-mile round trip. I recommend each of these
attractions to you, though I am compelled to add
that a country boy may be a little ill

among the locals
on the Boulevard.
Still, as you can
plainly see, my
fame had apparent-
ly preceded me to
Tinseltown.

We took in all the
sights that we
could, including

and the Billboards
on Sunset Strip.
There wasn't time
to squeeze in the
beach at Malibu or
get squeezed at a
massage parlor, butls
there will always
be a next time,
the San Andreas
fault willing and
the old boy able.

A highlight of the trip occurred rather unexpec-
tedly during the Universal Studios' Tour. Those
of you who have been on the tour are aware that
one of the presentations is a make-up demonstra-
tion, using subjects selected from the audience.
Imagine my surprise when a menacing gentleman
with vampire teeth roamed through the audience of
several hundred, glommed onto yours truly and my
TVN staffer companion, made his way down the
aisle to our seats, leaned down with his head be-
tween ours and whispered, "How would you like to



be the Frankenstein Monster and the New Bride of
Frankenstein?" Not the same as being asked, "How
would you like to be Queen for a Day?" I grant
you, but an intriquing offer just the same.
Anyhow, to make a long story short, the make-up
men worked us over to the delight of the assem-
blage, while none among them was aware of the
irony and symbolism of the thing: "Universal
Studios Turns Publisher of Videophile's Newslet-
ter into Frankenstein Monster." Truth is,
indeed, stranger than fiction.

The meeting with
to-face with the

Joe Mazzini was my first face-
intrepid tapester and soon-to-
be Master of the Freeway System. Joe has now
joined the ranks of those TVN editors who have
been subpoenaed to testify in the Universal/
Disney/Sony lawsuit. More on that later. In

San Diego, I enjoyed a close encounter of the

Big Nate kind as, emerging from the car with my
TVN tee-shirt on, a looming presence with arms
overhead rushed forward hailing, "He lives!"

Paul Hill and Larry Charet were also there, but
regretably we passed as ships in the night. Chats
in San Diego and Los Angeles with John Ziniewicz,
Mike Royer, Larry Prager, Jim Moewe, Dick Pryor
(whom I thank for his generosity), Bill Cotter,
Bob Madigan and the gang at KNX-FM were all thor-
oughly enjoyed, as was visiting with spendthrift
Marc once again, and dining with the gracious

CHARLIE CHANNELS

and extremely knowledgeable Ben Saia, who flew
down from Sacramento especially to meet with the
staff. And to you, Bob (and the Mrs.), with whom
the early morning visit was much too brief...the
spirit was willing, but the flesh...well, doggone
it, the flesh was willing too, but I had promises
to keep, and miles to go before I'd sleep.

LAST MINUTE NOTES: If the Betamax L-750 (3-hour)
cassette is still eluding you, trot up to Sears.
You can order one for $20.75 from their Fall/
Winter catalog. Some dealers also have a few,
but they are in short supply. Both the Sears
and Sony brands that I have are "Made in Japan."
Y There were two errors in issue #14 that merit
correction. The indication in "Dealers' Doings"
that Video Request,of N. Las Vegas, and Video
Tape Directory Service International, of Las
Vegas are one and the same, is incorrect. They
are both advertisers catering to the home video
hobbyist, and individually worthy of your atten-
tion. Also, in our reviews (p.25) the reference
to "GADGET" eleven lines from the bottom of the
middle column should be "VIDEO". § As per usual,
thanks are due to many. Special mention goes

to E4d Fleming for helping out on such short no-
tice, and to Don Jenkins for the dandy VHS time
chart. Also a tip of the hat to Bob Scott,
Christopher Pearson, Bruce Pates, Tom Garcia,
Stanley Sieger, Cindy Brunz, Jay Hunt (whose
article on cable converters got bumped to next
issue), and once again to Sandy Winoker, who
seems to keep us in mind and her scissors at
hand at all times. NEXT ISSUE: An exclusive in-
depth interview with video pioneer Earl "Madman"
Muntz, plus our annual prerecorded tape source
roundup, and the debut of our new format!!

Don't forget, if your mailing label says " (15)"

on it, your subscription just expireiﬁﬁ,v .

NOTICE!

Effective July 15, 1978, the subscription rate to TVN
increased from $§8 to $10 for 6 issues, as announced last
time and in our new ads and subscription flyers. Those
who have subscribed since that date, at the old rate,

have been credited with a 5 issue subscription.




Remember those great Saturday Matinees... When

gang rode the range with your favorite cowbay
Now they can be yours for keeps!

]SHINE ON HARVEST MOON

oy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Mary Hart, 1938..54 mins

]JTHE ARIZONA KID

og Rogers, Gabby Hayes. . .... 1989..... 54 mins
Eo ARSON CITY KID

I%JRogem, Gabby Hayes, Bob Steele 1940 54 mins.
OLD CHEYENN

Roy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Joan Woodbury . . . 1940.
[JBADMAN OF DEADWOOD |
Roy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Carol Adams.1940.54 min
[JSUNSET ON THE DESERT
Roy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Bob Nolan and the Sons
of the Pioneers ........ 1 0 T 54minutes.
ESOUTH OF SANTA FE

oy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Bob Nolan and the Sons
of the Pioneers ........ AR L5 R 54 minutes.
[JROBIN HOOD OF THE PECOS
Roy Rogers, Gabby Hayes. . .. .. 1940, ..., 54 mins.

] YOUNG BILL HICKOCK

oy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Jaqueline Wells. . 54 mins.

gJESS JAMES AT BAY
og Ro%ers Gabby Hayes, Gale Storm. . ... 54 mins.
LLY THE KID RETURNS
oy Rogers, Smiley Burnette . ........... 54 mins.
]SUNSET SERENADE
oy Rogers, Gabby Hayes. . .......... 58 minutes.
]COME ON RANGERS
oy Rogers, Gabby Hayes, Mary Hart. . . ... 54 mins.
{V]IN OLD CALIENTE
ith Roy, Gabby Hayes, Mary Hart . 1939; 54 mins..

H BORDER FEUD
ith Lash La Rue, Fuzzy St. John. 1947, 55 mins.
GHOST TOWN RENEGADES
ith Las La Rue, “Fuzzy St. John” . .1947, 55 mins.
H THE LAWLESS FRONTIER
ith John Wayne, Gabby Hayes, Yakima Canutt . .
HTHE LAWLESS FRONTIER
ith John Wayne, Gabby Hayes, Ann Rutherford ...
1936; 54 minutes
[JTHE NEW FRONTIER

With john Wayne, Muriel Evans. .. ... 1936; 54mins..
KING OF THE PECOS
ith John Wayene, Muriel Evans. ... .. 1936;54mins
5] WINDS OF THE WASTELAND
ohn Wayne, Yakima Canutt. ....... 1936; 54 mins.
[JTHUNDER IN THE DESERT
Bob Steele, Louise Stanley ......... 1937; 60 mins.
[]DURANGO VALLEY RAIDERS
Bob Steele, Louise Stanley ......... 1937; 60 mins.

[1SILVER CITY KID

Allan Lane, Peggr Syewart, Harry Woods . . . 55 mins
[JTOPEKA TERROR

Allan Lane, Linda Stirling, Roy Barcroft. . . . 54mins.
[JTHE RANGE BUSTERS

Ray “Crash” Corrigan, John Kin%,4 Max “Alibi”

TEERENE. s i iios s bags S v 1940; 54 minutes.
é] BORDERTOWN TRAIL
miley Burnette, Sunset Carson ..... 54 mins, 1944

E] BEYOND THE LAST FRONTIER
ddie Dew,Smiley Bumette, Robert Mitchum.
é] BENEATH WESTERN SKIES

miley Burnette, Bob Livingston. . ... 57 mins. 1944,

u and the
TUMBLEWEED TRAIL
die Dean, Shirley Patterson....... 55 mins; 1947.
STARS OVER TEXAS
die Dean, Shirley Patterson....... 56 mins; 1947.
SHADOW VALLEY
die Dean, Jennifer Holt......... 59 mins; 1948..
L] GENTLEMEN WITH GUNS
uster Crabbe, “Fuzzy” St. John . ... 55 mins; 1945
i OVERLAND RIDERS :
uster Crabbe, “Fuzzy” St.. John. ... 55 mins. 1945
SUNSET RANGE
oot Gibson, Mary Doran....... 1935; 55 minutes.
&] DEAD OR ALIVE
ex Ritter, Dave O'Brien. .......... 1943; 57 mins.

&‘] ENEMY OF THE LAW
ex Ritter, Dave O[Brien, Charles King ... 59 mins.
;r]TROUBLE IN TEXAS
ex Ritter, Rita Hayworth ......... 1937 60 mins..
]BAR Z BADMEN
ohnny Mack Brown, Dick Curtis . ... 1937 56 mins.
[1GUNS IN THE DARK

Johnny Mack Brown, CLaire Rochelle . ... 59 mins.

BETAMAX: $49..00 VHS: $49,00

DOUBLE FEATURES: Make your own double fea-
ture westerns....any two hour westerns on one 2 hr

tape:
BETAMAX: $79.00 VHS: §79.00

All prices include postage and handling. Texas
residents please include 5% state tax with order. All
pre recorded tapes are guaranteed to be of hign qual-
ity from the original licensed materials.

SFI

7411 Hines Place, suite 117
Dallas, Tx. 75235
214/630-3822

()Check or money order enclosed. No COD please.
()Charge my order to my bank card:

(JMASTER CHARGE ()VISA
Card no.—-

Name—

Address
City




Perhaps the biggest news this
time is not really "news" at

standard

all, but rather a sobering realization. The VCR

standards battle is far from over! Leading in-
dustry publication TELEVISION DIGEST, in its
June 26th issue, says, "...we wouldn't be sur-
prised to see demonstrations of 4 or 5 new (and
mutually incompatible) systems within next 2
years." 1In addition to the development of the
"LVR" 8mm system mentioned in these pages be-
fore, there is at least one other 8mm (or 1/4")
system being tested. There is also reported

to be ongoing work on the possibility that de-

velopment of new tapes, heads, and radically dif-

ferent recording technologies will result in
use of standard audio cassette for video record-
ing. TELEVISION DIGEST'S opinion is that odds
are against either Beta or VHS becoming the
long-term standard. Speculation is that if one
appears to be dominating the other, the second
place format could decide to leap into new tech-
nology (based on metal-alloy tape, digital re-
cording, or whatever) years ahead of when it
had otherwise figured to, in an attempt to
recapture the market. YThese facts are pre-
sented here neither to excite nor to dis-
courage, but simply to remind that while we
are frittering away our time so pleasantly,
the electronics firms' research departments
are working up a sweat at the prodding of
their accounting departments. Manufacturing
VCRs is not a service. It is a business, and
business decisions will dictate the future
course of the industry. Long term goal of
many is hand-held video camera with ultra-
miniaturized VCR built into the handle. The
pain of obsolescence aside, who can disagree
with that? YOn a related front, Texas Instru-
ments has announced that it is beginning mass
production of a single-chip bubble memory
with 12K-byte capacity. This "chip" and
similar ones to come can replace the now
common magnetic discs used in your computer,
and could easily give us hand-held computers
with full computer capability. Advanced ver-
sions could be used to make digital TV record-
ers with no moving parts.(!)
Camgra The availability of color
cameras for the consumer
market draws near. Recent announcements in-
clude the following: JVC has its "G" series
cameras available in two models: The model
G-31 ($850 list) has a fixed 25mm "C" mount
lens (F/1.8) and optical viewfinder with three
LED indicators; step-up model G-71 ($1250 list)
has auto iris 6:1 zoom lens (F/2.0) and elec-
tronic viewfinder. Both operate from either
batteries or AC power. 9YZenith is introducing
a Hitachi-built color camera at $995, step-up
model with zoom, etc., at $1395. YApparent
lowest price at the moment is basic Quasar
brand unit at $800, version with zoom lens and
electronic viewfinder is $1200. The Quasar
cameras are set for October delivery to dealers
and are said to be virtually identical to ex-
pected RCA models. YIndustry talk has it that
RCA's CCD color camera may be available by next
summer at less than $500.

l‘c”.l"‘-.o‘?oso"g
BIG SCREE Numerous new large screen
projection TV models con-
tinue to be announced. Kloss Video, whose
president, Henry Kloss, founded Advent, has de-
veloped a 6 ft. projection system said to be
less expensive ($2000 or so) and brighter than
similar units costing $3000 or more. Limited
production has begun. ¢YNew fl plastic lens
shown at Summer Consumer Electronics Show is
said to provide marked increase in brightness.
Speculation points to three-tube systems utili-
zing this lens that could be manufactured (not
retailed) for $750. YA four-tube projection
set with a 67" screen is planned for limited
marketing (at $1200) in the Fall by Projecta-
pix. Claims to be 250 percent brighter than
present single-tube systems and has a reversal
switch for rear projection. {Advent has pri-
vately shown a one-piece, three-lens unit, but
no production plans have been announced.
Advent spokesman has forecast industry sales of
projection sets at 30-40 thousand this year,
60-70 thousand next. {"Large screen" does not
necessarily mean "projection TV." General Tel-
ephone and Electronics has plans to manufacture
a large (35-50") flat (less than 3" thick) TV
screen that will utilize gas-discharge technol-
ogy and so-called Lucitron panels. Consumer
model color screens are probably at least 5
years away, though black and white screens for
industrial purposes may be ready as soon as
1981.

-*

j‘r Economist magazine, from England, re-
X J ports that Phillips is working on a
flat-screen TV that will project a 3-D picture,
hopes to market same by 1981. A mini-computer
is said to control the picture and no special

glasses are needed to view it.
Apparently all systems are

D SC still "go" for the marketing

of the MCA/Phillips video disc on a regional
basis by Christmas. Prices are expected to
be in the neighborhood of $600 for the player
and $15 for the disc. Earlier reports that
indicated that the MCA/Phillips player would
be available in more than one type seem now
to have been in error. All players will have
the ability to offer freeze frame, but the
individual discs may not all be capable of
this feature. YLast issue we briefly described
the 4 best known incompatible systems under
development "not counting the possible JVC
system". Word now has it that the JVC system
has been demonstrated in both Europe and
Japan. The system combines some of the fea-
tures of both the optical and mechanical type
discs. The JVC disc is said to provide 2-
hour capability, still frame, fast and re-
verse motion, and indexing capability, but
also requires a "caddy" to protect it from
fingerprints and the like. Disc can be
pressed on regular audio record equipment but
requires optical mastering and electrochemical
etching of the master. YWhat it all means is
that the long-awaited video disc may be facing
a standards mess even worse than the Beta-VHS-




etc. situation. A survey of manufacturers,
suppliers and users conducted by Bob Paulson
of AVP Communication concludes that "What the
prospective manufacturers propose to supply

as functional hardware capability is not what
the responding potential users are looking for
as operational systems capability." In his
opinion, setting standards will be a "monu-
mental task." Don't count on the competing
interests to agree on a standard anytime soon.
In my view MCA/Phillips can hold its own
against all comers, if for no other reason
than that it controls (through Universal
Studios) a vast library of marketable feature
films. Indeed, as we go to press I have
received word that MCA Disco-Vision has also
arranged to distribute feature films from
Disney and Warner Brothers Studios, as well

as titles from a package of over 700 pre-1948
Paramount films which includes Marx Brothers
classics. LATE SQUEEZE IN: (Damn these press
deadlines!) There is an indication that Bosch
may be marketing a videodisc by 1980. The
system is similar to the MCA/Phillips laser
version, except that it can record as well as
play back!!! Details later.

Look for a good close-out price on the original
Quasar 2/4 hour VHS recorder. It is already
being replaced by a new model at the same $1095

list.
.
plracy FBI agents confiscated some
600 "pirated" videocassettes
in July 26 raid of dealer (Theater-Vision) in
Trenton, NJ. Said to be one of the biggest
raids so far in the East, the raid rounded up
such titles as STAR WARS, JAWS II, and ANNIE
HALL, as well as duplicating equipment. 9YIn
Richardson, TX recently, local police raided
Home Video Tapes, Inc., and Darr TV. A number
of hard-core pornographic tapes were confiscated
along with an "extensive customer list." YTVN
continues to get press releases and other mail-
outs from Motion Picture Association of America,
from which we learned that on July 17 the U.S.
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the de-
cision of a federal district court in the fa-
mous copyright infringement case of American
International (and six other movie studios) vs.
Evan H. Foreman, and held that at least under
the facts of this case, the burden was on Mr.
Foreman to produce evidence that copies of
films in his possession had been the subject
of "first sales" by the plaintiff studios. The
fact that the studios may have made it a prac-
tice to sell certain other films did not re-
lieve the defendant of the burden of showing
either that he possessed the particular copies
in question as a result of authorization from
the studios or that he had acquired title to
them through a first sale. I'm simplifying it,
but the gist is that, according to this most
recent federal court decision, the burden is
now on the collector/possessor of a film (not
the studio/copyright holder) to show that the
particular copy of the film he possesses en-
tered the collector's market through legitimate
channels, not just that some copy of that film
may have. The case is now subject to further
proceedings and possible appeal to the Supreme
Court, but it has already been cited as prece-
dent by another federal court (in New York) in
an August 7 decision requiring that copies of
films duplicated by Buffalo Cine Lab be de-
stroyed, and holding that the plaintiffs (i.e.
studios) were entitled to damages.

Vistar Programming Services has announced that
it will begin (Oct. 1) offering a free, 10
hour per day, satellite programming service to
cable TV systems. The service, "VISTAR," will
include live sports (e.g., Canadian profession-
al football, American League Soccer and Roller
Game World Series), cartoons, documentaries,
drama, family specials, syndicated reruns(!),
and movies. Financial support will come from
national spot advertising and there will be
time slots for the local cable company to drop
in local commercials or announcements. It is
not yet known whether the commercials will
interrupt programming or come between programs
(as do HBO promo's). The service is free to
cable TV outlets as long as they guarantee to
run the entire schedule everyday. S50, ...if
your local cable company has the ability to
receive feeds from the satellite, get on the
phone and tell them to look into this service.
If they don't know anything about it, tell
them to contact: Vistar, 54 Princeton-Heights-
town Rd., Princeton Junction, NJ 08550, (609)
799-4600.

Viewers in Puerto Rico often receive dual lan-
guage broadcasts with Spanish sound track on TV
and English on FM. Apparently there is a 15
hour per week limit on such, a rule the FCC
recently refused to waive, saying that dual
language telecast of "Airport" was not in the
public interest.

Updating last issue's announcement that Allied
Artists is releasing its entire catalog on
video cassette ... it is now reported that the
initial package will contain some 100 titles,
including the titles mentioned last time. Du-
plication will be handled by Bell & Howell
Video Division. Both VHS and Beta formats will
be available. Word is that all new features
will be released on cassettes a month or two
after theatrical release and that prices will
be a little steeper than the Fox films--$60-$80
depending on the film. In related development
Avco Embassy has reached an agreement with Mag-
netic Video for duplication and distribution of
its entire catalog, which includes "Carnal
Knowledge" and "The Graduate." Catalog is said
to include "a few hundred films," and the ini-
tial package released will contain 25. A sec-
ond package of 25-50 Fox films is expected soon
and will include "The Great White Hope," "Little
Murders," and "All About Eve." Also, several
dealers are now offering a package from RKO
which includes such classics as "King Kong" and
"Citizen Kane."

Walt Disney Productions has entered into an
agreement with Home Box Office, Showtime, and
Hollywood Home Theatre for the release to the
pay cable systems of 7 feature films. Titles
will include such items as "Return to Witch
Mountain." No animated classics are in the
initial package, but HBO will have an exclu-
sive Disney Christmas Special, an animated
half-hour short entitled "The Small One,"
about a boy and his donkey.

As usual, Japan has it first. Home Video
mixing device, for use with camera, which
can be used as telecine, titling, slide,

or still picture source, is offered in Japan
at 50,000 yen (about $270) by Sansei Koki
Co. While in Europe, Grundig Electronics is
offering a 5-hour home video machine. It's
distinctive 4" format won't be sold in U.S.



What we have here are two programmable VCRs!!
does it? Not for most of us, no, they don't.

But, you say, Sony doesn't have such a thing,
I was surprised to learn that such a thing is

European Betamax...

on the market in Europe.

with programmable timer

programmable RCA

The only information I have is printed in Dutch, but from the looks

of it, you can set it to come on on two separate days and shut off after a preselected length

of time.

Notice also that the channel selector is push button.

Of course, RCA has such an

animal that is due on the market any day now (that's the RCA Model VCT 400 on the right). The

effect of the yen/dollar situation is beginning to be felt in VCR prices.

The programmable RCA

was announced earlier at $1200, but will now set you back $1275 ... list.

Sony was scheduled in August to open a national parts center adjoining its huge distribution and

testing facility in Kansas City.

Some 70,000 parts for all Sony products sold in US are stocked.

Big screen projection TV is being tested in ABC chain of small theatres in Britain, with view
toward replacing film someday, possibly even distributing signal to theatres by cablevision.

A CONTINUING LOOK AT WHAT TO WATCH FOR IN THE MONTHS
AHEAD, WITH EMPHASIS ON OFF-NETWORK SYNDICATED
PRODUCTIONS :

20th Century-Fox and Hill-Eubanks Group Pro-
ductions announces a new syndicated series,
"JIVE TURKEY REVIEW." The series will feature
some of the country's outstanding black disco
and rock performers. *** Worldvision Enter-
prises has released nine 60-minute musical
variety specials, eight of which are so-called
"SUNSHINE SPECIALS," filmed on location in
such places as Walt Disney World and the San
Diego Zoo, and featuring guest stars like Mac
Davis, The Fifth Dimension, Pat Paulsen, and
Rudy Vallee. The ninth show, "THE NEWFANGLED
WANDERING MINSTREL SHOW," will star Olivia
Newton-John. *** Home Box Office special feed
to local cable affiliates discloses that the
following films are upcoming on HBO: JULIA,
THE TURNING POINT, SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER, COMA,
and THE GOODBYE GIRL. *** Look for CBS to have
a special in late November featuring the cast of
STAR WARS, including a l0-minute animated

Star Wars story produced especially for the
show. *** Scheduled for showing early in 1979
is the prime time special, "THE JOY OF BACH,"
billed as a light-hearted-to-sublime look at
the continuing popularity of Bach's music.

The host will be Brian Blessed who protrayed
Augustus in "I CLAUDIUS." Artists already on
film are the flamboyant organist, Virgil Fox,
concert violinist, Yehudi Menuhin, harmonica
virtuoso, Larry Adler, and Rosalyn Tureck, who
does a turn on a Poly Moog Synthesizer. **x

Sesrch For Tomorrow

A new "Holiday Network" package of films has
been sold in more than 110 markets, to be
shown during the weekend preceding prime holi-
days. Films now scheduled are: THE PHANTOM
TOLLBOOTH (Halloween), LILI (Thanksgiving),
and JOURNEY BACK TO 0Z (Christmas). *** As you
read this, Metromedia stations in New York,
Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., and Cincinnati
are receiving a package of one hundred twenty
5 /2-minute LAUREL & HARDY LAUGHTOONS, pro-
duced from the Hal Roach Studio's silent L & H
shorts. Original music and sound effects have
been added. *** ITC has prepared a "Superla-
tive Seven" package of musical-variety specials
which have been sold to WPIX (New York), KTTV
(Los Angeles), and WAGA (Atlanta), among many
others. The seven are: "JULIE & SAMMY,"
starring Ms. Andrews and Mr. Davis, Jr.; "FROM
THIS MOMENT ON...COLE PORTER," a tribute to
his music, with Steve & Edyie, among others;
"ENTERTAINERS," starring Rita Moreno and Bruce
Forsyth with the Norman Maen Dancers; "COME
HEAR THE MUSIC PLAY," featuring songs of Broad-
way rendered by Robert Goulet & Julie Andrews;
"THE BEATLES FOREVER," with Host, Tony Randall
and guest stars, Diahann Carroll, Bernadette
Peters, Ray Charles, Paul Williams, Anthony
Newley, and Mel Tillis (Mel Tillis?); "HEART
AND SOUL," a songfest of jazz, blues, and pop
hits, starring Ray Charles and Cleo Laine; and
"MERRY CHRISTMAS...WITH LOVE, JULIE," star-
ring Julie (there's that girl again, but it's
OK by me) Andrews & Jimmy Stewart, along with
Dan Dailey, Joel Grey, Carl Reiner, and others.
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A BALD-FACED PLEA

To: The Readership at Large

The Videophile's Newsletter has reached such a
size that it is no longer possible for its be-
leaguered publisher to continue it as a spare
time endeavor. In response to your pleas for
more frequent publication, more features, more
ads and just plain "more" in general, we are
ready now to take the plunge and turn what has
been a nonprofit publishing hobby into a seri-
ous, and hopefully break-even-at-least publish-
ing enterprise. This will mean opening a regu-
lar business office, employing staff, securing
second class mailing privileges, promoting the
magazine, and the like. All of this will re-
guire money. That's where you come in.

Those of you who have been with me from the
beginning will recall that the first couple of
issues were free. In issue #2, Joe Mazzini
made a pitch for $5 and promised a one year's
subscription in return. Quite a few of you
responded, even though you had no idea whether
you would ever see anything for your $5. You
had faith in me, and you got your money's worth.
Now I ask you to have faith in me again.

I will need from $15,000 to $20,000 capital to
do what should be done in order to get the new
"videophile" magazine off to a flying start.
You can help by indicating your support. Here's
the deal. For a limited time (until November 4,
1978), I will be offering "charter subscrip-
tions" to The Videophile for $100. In return
for your $100 you will receive a 5 year sub-
scription by FIRST CLASS MAIL, a 10% discount
on every product that we offer during that
time, and the satisfaction of knowing that you
were instrumental in the development of some-
thing that will provide a great deal of enjoy-
ment to us all.

Seriously folks, I am counting on those of you
who really relate to what we are doing here to
help with this. Yes, $20 a year is rather
steep for a subscription. But when you con-
sider the cost of First Class Mail (what other
mag comes to you that way?), the fact that we
will be able to publish more often than 6 times
a year, and the expected inflation over the next
5 years, there is little doubt that you will be
getting a bargain before it is all said and done.
This special charter rate is good for 5 full
years. You will get every issue we publish
during that period, even if we should become a
weekly publication. Consider, too, what TVN
has done for you to date. How many of you have
saved hundreds of dollars by finding out where
to buy equipment or tapes at discount, or per-
haps how to modify your machine without paying
a service man $75? Can you calculate the value
of the lasting friendships that you are making
because this magazine exists?

While we recognize the potential of this maga-
zine to grow to many times its present reader-
ship, we have absolutely no intention of chang-
ing its character. There may come a time when
we will seek newsstand distribution, but we
will not become slick for slick's sake or tone
down our opinions for fear of alienating adver-
tisers. Home video, as an industry, is going
to be very big someday. While there will, no
doubt, be a number of publications that will
speak to you from afar, you can depend on us
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to continue the personal we're-all-in-this-
together approach. This is why we are not
reluctant to seek your support in this manner.
What the heck, it's only $100 after all. Just
sign your name on a piece of paper and a few
bookkeeping entries will take care of the rest.
You'll never know the difference.

0.K., you're convinced, but your particular
situation is such that you just plain can't
spring for $100. There is still something you
can do to help. I am aware that this magazine
has a rather high pass-on readership. In other
words there are a lot of shameless moochers
among you. If those of you who have been get-
ting a free ride appreciate what we are trying
to do, if you would rather see us prosper than
wither in the bud, I implore you, nay, I beg
you, send me a check for a subscription of
your own. TVN has been published for 2 years
now pretty much as a public service. Let me
know that you want to keep it coming by send-
ing me your checks now.

For the dealers among you I have a separate
plan. Until November 4, 1978, you may send me
$200 to become a charter advertiser. In re-
turn you will receive the same 5 year package
just described, plus the opportunity to adver-
tise in "The Videophile" as often as you like
for the next 2 vears at a 10% discount off
regular rates. When our circulation runs into
the tens of thousands, and ad rates advance
accordingly, that 10% discount will begin to
look pretty good. With your support, this
magazine can rapidly grow to where it will be
reaching virtually every serious home video
enthusiast in the country.

Now, just in case there are a few of you that
feel really generous and don't want to ever
have to fool with renewing your subscription,
you may send me $500 and be secure in the
knowledge that you will be a life-time sub-
scriber, by FIRST CLASS MAIL, and will enjoy

a 10% discount on all our products (except
advertising) for as long as you live. At the
risk of belaboring the thing, there is also a
$1000 plan for those who enjoy the smug satis-
faction that only comes with enrollment in a
truly exclusive group. For $1000 your life-
time subscription will come to you by AIR MAIL
SPECIAL DELIVERY, a treat that not just every
kid on the block can look forward to. [Those
of you who are 80 years of age or older may
deduct 25% from these life-time rates.]

Sincerely,

Lowe, Editor

P.S. I don't mean to suggest that this is a
"sink or swim" situation. We will continue to
tread water, at least, regardless of the magni-
tude of your generosity. Also we will continue
to offer regular annual subscription rates,
etc., all of which will be revealed next issue.
However, I want to make it perfectly clear that
your support, in the form of these 5 year sub-
scriptions is absolutely essential to our be-
coming what you want, when you want.



Hereitis. ..

Program Catalog

max, Betaltormat & Betatape
For Betamax, B€

With the half-inch videocassette machines
you can now enjoy more than 1,000 feature
movies, cartoons, sports, homemaking
and leisure, educational, health care and
business programs, all available on pre-
recorded cassettes. This 100-page catalog
lists and describes them all, gives prices,
and tells you how to get them.

All programs included in the cata-
log are available on Betamax and
VHS cassettes, and many will be
supplied on open-reel formats too.

G_‘M” > — all for only 34195

| (plus $1 for postage and handling)

Use the adjacent postcard to order your copy now.
Your full payment will be refunded if you are not
satisfied.
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At Last -- The one book every movie
buff, collector, dealer, copier,
producer, creator or viewer needs
and wants.

VIDEQ SYSTEMS 8 PROGRAMMING

Over 8000 titles -- quality litho VIDEOCASSETTE

edition -- films from every studio

THE COMPLETE PUBLIC DOMAIN FILM
CATALOG, REFERENCE, SOURCE BODK

848 N.W. Brooks * Bend, Oregon 97701

Jim Hutchens or Wade Evans
(503) 389-4316

U.S.A. 1920-1950 :
In 3 sections: 1. Feature Films 2. Cartoons-Shorts-TV & shorts
3. Educational cartoons
* sports
The only available complete, authentic-researched book that * exploitation

lists ALL Public Domain Films with unneeded copyright and
renewed entries. Each entry includes:

Actual Copyright Registration
Non-renewal Determination
Complete Subject Information
running time, story, stars, rating, etc.
Current Sale or Rental Source Distributor
on film or videotape

ALL FORMATS

* * »

THE INDUSTRY

»

PRICE PER SECTION $20.00 to:

ALL 3 SECTIONS $49.95 E. U. P.

ORDER NOW LIMITED EDITION

Bend, OR 97701

RUSH YOUR ORDER AND PAYMENT NOW

SEND CASH OR CHECK (NO C.0.D.'s)

** COMING SOON *%
All orders confirmed by mail

Finally, the first practical way to store your videotapes.
The BETABOX System.

We'd like to announce the two newest additions to TVN WEST's line of
products made to make life easier for the serious video collector...
hard-plastic VHS boxes, exactly like a standard 3/4" or Betabox only
designed particuTarly for tapes used in RCA, JVC, Hitachi, Sylvania,
Magnavox, and Quasar VHS decks. And any of you VHS collectors know
how difficult it is to quickly slide out cassettes from the super-
tight cardboard sleeves. With these boxes, it's a snap--yet tapes

MOVIES FROM HOLLYWOOD & THE GREAT
FILM CAPITALS OF THE WORLD

PROFESSIONALLY RECORDED ON %"

available to dealers for retail sale
featuring A CATALOG OF OVER 2500 FILMS

feature length

PROMOTION AND DISPLAY MATERIAL
SPECIAL PACKAGING - Theft proof - IN COLOR
THE MOST COMFORTABLE & AFFORDABLE DEALER PROGRAM IN

For more information and our complete catalog send 51.00*

848 N.W. Brooks Street

PROGRAMS IN SECAM AND PAL STANDARDS !

are still held snugly and are fully-protected from dust and dirt.

The next addition is our new BETA and VHS custom-designed labels$
in roll-form for easy typing. They come 100 labels to a roll, two
rolls to an order (square and rectangular end labels). We've gone
to considerable expense to insure the finest-quality label products
available anywhere.

A1l the other products are still available, too--the Insert Cards
for the BETA and VHS Boxes, our Index Cards & Notebooks, and samples
available for each type.

SEND ALL ORDERS TO: TVN/WEST, P.0. Box 480315, LA, CA 90048.
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery.

Quantity Price
BETABOX Library Cases 1-12 1.25 ea.
13-50 1.90 ea.
51-100 1.00 ea.
100 & wp 5.9 e
WS Library Cases add 10¢ each
to above prices
BETABOX or VHS Insert Cards S¢/each
(for Library Cases) winimm of 50
Adhes ive Labels 320.00
(Beta or WHS) per roll of 100
Index Cards St/each
(Beta or WHS) minimm of 50
2-Ring Notebooks for Cards $3.00 each

Cal. residents add 61 sales tax. Everything's
postage-patd, save for the Library Cases, which
will be shi WS collect (about $2.50 per 2§
boxes). Ask abowt our custom-designing service,
for your personalized video collecting needs.

I'd 1ike to order the following:
VHS Library Cases

_____VHS Insert Cards
Ad. VHS Labels

VHS Index Cards

A1l orders con-

I'm vagLElﬂy impressed. Send me a sample P.T. Barnum was right.
of the BETA or [0 VHS boxes, labels ibrary Cases
and index cards. I enclose 52.06 (we pre- i
fer checks and M/0--you know those P.O. BETABOX Insert Cards
guys...). Adhesive BETA-LABELS
NAME : BETABOX Index Cards
PO Insert Card Binders
CITY:
STATE/ZIP: (Fi1l out name and address to the left.
firmed via 1st Class Mail upon receipt of of order.)
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Rambling Outtakes

by Marc Wieloge

Greetings, again over your orthicon tubes. We're back again, rambling away as usual. And at long
last, this time there's good news to report--Sony's long, long-awaited L-750 has finally begun to
make its appearance in video shoppes across the land, and thanks to the kind graces of Mr. Ken
Grimwood, local author/screenwriter/videophile extraordinaire, I managed to run several hours of
tests on two samples of the tape on a wide variety of Betamax decks.

On the 4 SL-8200's I had access to (3 Sony's and 1 Toshiba), two of them performed miserably with
the new tape, much to my chagrin. Ditto with an older SL-7200. Their common symptom: an apparant
record problem manifesting itself on the screen in the form of ugly horizontal streaking 1ines in the brighter
areas of the picture, similar to a slight tracking problem...but no simple adjustment of the tracking control
clears it up. The other machines performed adequately; on my own SLO-320 and SL-8200 it looked pretty decent
though somewhat grainier than a standard L-500. Two friends of mine got good results on their 8200 and Toshi-
ba decks, and the 750 performed equally well on the X-2 Sony 8600, which wasn't surprising since it was speci-
fically designed with the longer tape in mind.

I spoke with Mort Fink, Executive Vice-President of Sony in New York as well as Ted Dickson, a Betamax Market-
ing Representative with Sony on the West coast, and both confirmed that there will be many Sony-branded decks
that will have some trouble with the L-750--possibly as many as 10% of all decks sold so far. They assured me
that Sony will bend over backwards to see to it that all their machines will be adjusted or modified if neces-
sary to accept the new tape, at no charge to the customer. This goes for Sony-branded machines only at this

time; any of the other units, incTuding those sold by Sears, Sanyo, Toshiba and Zenith will have to be han-

dled by those firms' respective service centers.

As shown in this reprint of the sticker found on all Sony L-750's, IMPORTANT NOTICE:
they've gone to the trouble of establishing this toll-free number

to help any dissatisfied customers locate a nearby service center The L-750 videocassette is newly designed to pro-
capable of adapting your Sony deck for using the new tape. Mr. duce extended play. Prior to intended use, a test
Fink explained that apparantly the problem with the machine/tape recording should be made to evaluate picture quality.

If playback results show significant picture impair-

difficulties involves a video or control track head adjustment g pioins alf S iuton Solk i iSuntier s

that can be made by any competant technician with the right equip-
ment and know-how. He also added that this adjustment will not 800-243-6065

affect the machine's performance with L-500 or L-250 tapes, either In Connecticut 1-800-882-6500
blank or those recorded prior to servicing.

I must applaud Sony for going to all of this trouble, though I can see that it's unavoidable from a marketing
standpoint. Obviously, they felt that this longer tape is their Ace-jn-the-hole in their current War Against
VHS, and they had to have the L-750 tape at all costs--even if it meant having to go to the expense of servicing
as many as 10,000 Betamaxes in the bargain. In the Tong run, I'm sure this will help them gain a lot of lost
ground in the home video marketplace.

But I'd 1ike to add here that I'm a little disappointed in Sony's current ad campaian (put ether by Doyle
Dane and Bernbach, who are also Sony's partners in the Universal lawsuit), touting the SL-8600 as "the three-
hour Betamax" and ignoring the point that their 8200 is 1ikewise a three-hour deck as well, with an added 90-
minute capacity in X-1, for about the same price. Apparantly, the 8600 was their way of developing a less-
complex model at a competitive price, made to meet the widely-marketed RCA and Panasonic decks head-on. It's
too bad that this was the best they could do--worsening the inter-format incompatability problem of X-1 vs.
X-2. Well, such is 1ife in the exciting world of Home Video. *sigh*

Mearwhile, back in the courthouse...the lawsuit continues in Round 94, with (you guessed it) Mr. Kroft, at-
torney for the "other" side, currently asking me to provide some 40-odd cassettes for their use in the trial
about 5 or 6 months from now. Sony would again prepare a set of duplicates for each side, as with the last
time they borrowed tapes from my collection, and the originals would be returned to me in a few days. Al-
though this looks on the surface to be comparatively simple, I can't help but feel that Kroft and Ko. are
really doing it all to hassle me. They wouldn't tell me in a recent phone conversation exactly why they
needed to see these tapes, only that it would help them prepare their case for January, I later learned
that, to quote from a letter written by Ed Smith, Kroft's assistant, "...our only purpose in requesting
those tapes is to prove the broadcast of copyright notices when those works initially were recorded by
Wielage." Well, gee--if that's all they wanted, then it seems obvious to me at least that all they had to
do was ask me if the copyright notices are there or not. (They are, in every case I can think of.) But,
N000000000000. . . they had to do things the hard way. Sheesh.

Moving on to happier things... Firstly, I don't know how many of you are aware of it, but Sony makes some
dynamite pre-recorded "Video Training Tapes" on servicing tips for all of their video products, including
all their consumer Betamax models. Their SL-8200 series goes for $192.00 for the 6-hour series on all the
ins-and-outs of the deck, from what makes it tick to how to fix it when it doesn't. They also have step-by-
step information on how to clean and/or replace the deck's audio and video heads, details on trouble-shoot-
ing circuits and mechanical problems, and a wealth of stuff that's rather hazily explained in the mainten-
ance manuals but generally comes across as clear as glass in the programs. I should point out that none of
these tapes are intended for the novice, but rather for the experienced electronics technician who's got
some kind of video-related background. At any rate, it's a highly interesting series of tapes, and they're
all available from Sony's Technical Publications Dept. at 47-47 Van Dam Street, Long Island City, NY 11101.
(And thanks to Mr Mazzini, from whom I stole the above info!)

I'd Tike to take this opportunity to thank the tens of folks who responded to my article last issue on my

"Ultimate Video Room". Strangely enough, not one of them quarreled with my choice of video equipment, but
I'11 damned if all of them didn't disagree with the audio units selected! Well, different strokes for dif-
ferent folks, etc. I do acknowledge the few major errors in a couple areas of my article, particularly in
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the installation of the two reel audio decks on the lower-right side of the console, where they'd be very dif-
ficult to thread and operate. If I had it to do over again (and I do, since this is all in my head, anyway),
I'd put the decks on ?p_ of the console and let the pre-amps and tumers occupy that lower-right section. I
also stand corrected by reader Art Scott in Palo Alto, CA who alerted me to Audio Research's updated SP-6 pre-
amps, which would certainly have been my first choice had I known they were available. He also suggests sev-
eral sub-woofer units available to help out the Magnaplanar speakers in the lower-bass region. Next issue,
we'll be starting the first of a "Videophile's Systems" feature in TVN, giving us a tour through readers'

home audio/video set-ups. And those will be real systems, as opposed to the ones in my feeble mind's eye.

I'd also 1ike to comment on a letter I recently received from Jeff Glasser, another TVN reader (from Columbus,
Ohio), who writes concerning my article in TVN #13 on cable systems and the problems involved in their Pay-TV
programming, from a technical standpoint. T stated that often in cable systems "...lots of problems can oc-
cur...with the programming being unattended to by operators and originating on 3/4" tape." Jeff tells me that,
at least at Columbus' Telecinema and QUBE's Pay-TV set-ups, "...they offer a broadcast-quality service that's
treated as an integral part of cablecasting, not an add-on." 1'm glad to hear it--now if only Theta Cable's
Z Channel in LA will perform likewise, we'll all be better of for it. But as 1 said in that article, still
the weakest link in the whole cable/Pay-TV chain remains the cable itsef§ that brings the programming into
your home, and that's still rarely as good as a top-quality antenna on your roof (unless you have a particu-
lar reception problem 1ike nearby mountains or tall buildings). Hopefully, with technelogy marching on in
the form of digital video, laser/fiber optics transmissions and satellite/earth station hook-ups, someday
weo;ll have pictures in our homes almost as good as what the broadcasters see in their master control rooms.

Si ay.

MISCELLANEQUS TIPS anp TRICKS

I must bow in the direction of nearby Van Nuys, CA to super-Videophiles K.L. and G.G , who let me know sev-
eral interesting things concerning blank Betamax videocassettes. Aside from the obvious details--like the
fact that every Scotch-manufactured cassette has a small yellow "batch number" tag affixed under its hinged
plastic 1id--they gave me several tips on how to spot cassettes from different manufacturers and/or differ-
ent tape stocks. First, there's often a stamped ID number found on the underside of cassettes, on one of
the black surfaces near the two white reel hubs, with a letter code they've determined as follows: a T or
no-letter prefix denotes a K-60 or K-30 type cassette; an L-prefix definitely indicates an L-500 or L-250
type cassette; and a Z-prefix indicates a Sony-manufactured tape made for Zenith. Any other letters also
indicate L-series tapes., It's important to use the right kind of tape for X-2 recording; as Mr. D.A. in
Iowa and Ray Glasser in Cleveland told me, you can run into considerable difficulty in using some of the
older K-60's for X-2 taping, which may result in a kind of "rippling" effect in the picture. It's a good
idea to test any tape you're not sure of, to avoid unhappy surprises.

L-750's are also fairly easy to spot, because of their yellowish/off-white hubs as opposed to the solid
white plastic hubs found in all other Beta-format cassettes. And Scotch cassettes, at least anything made
up to August '78, are easy to ferret out by their tell-tale brown oxide on the tape. I might add here that
any of you who've felt burned by Scotch in the past with their sometimes drop-out-filled Beta products
might give them another chance with their newest oxide formulations. According to a local audio engineer
who's a friend of mine, Scotch has experimented with loading super high—out?ut tape intended for use in VHS
machines into plastic Beta cassette shells for even better quality at the slightly-faster-than-VHS speeds
used in Beta recordings. You can spot this new-generation Scotch Beta-tape by its polished black appear-
ance, which is rumored not to be the usual black chromium-dioxide stock but a new formulation they've been
able to pull out from their Minnesota mines. The few samples I've evaluated so far look like fairly good
stuff--at least as good as the American-made Sony tape.

And getting back to our how-to-spot-the-L-500-from-the-K-60-problem, often you'll see an L-500 inked stamp
on the plastic spine of a cassette, which is a sure-fire indication it's a bonafide L-500 product suitable
for use at both speeds.

How to Avoid the 01d Switcheroo Problem: I know a couple of semi-paranoid types here in town who are often
wary of loaning out their original cassettes for fear of accidental erasure or damage, or the possiblity of
the borrower exchanging the original tapes for mere dubs. There's an easy solution to this problem: first,
with a 1ittle practice, it's comparatively simple to tell an original recording from a dub, though it may re-
quire you to practically put your nose on the screen to do so. Another way of telling is to mark the leader
of the tape with a ball-point pen for later identification. K.L. in Van Nuys also pointed out that the tiny
numbers engraved on the white cassette hubs are sequenced in such a way that you will practically never see
the same letter/number combination on the hubs on any two cassettes. Of course, this system wouldn't work
if the borrower to actually splice out the recorded tape and splice in the dub, which would then occupy your
original cassette shell and hubs. But there's an easy solution to this, too--make sure you know and trust
the persons with whom you trade so that this problem will not occur. And don't fail to punch out the record
lock-out tabs on the cassettes to avoid accidental erasure--1 speak from experience.

In answer to who can dub foreign standard videotapes (1ike from the European PAL system to our NTSC system):
the only firms I know of that can handle this ﬁi%iy-comp‘lex operation, on either 3/4" or 2", are Intercon-
tinental Television Network at 10 W. 66th St., NYC 10023; Devlin Productions, 150 W. 55th St., NYC 10019;
and Image Transform, 4142 Lankershim Blvd., N. Hollywood, CA 91602. The latter firm is one I know to be one
of the top film and tape transfer companies in the world, working in any combination of NTSC (N. America and
Japan), PAL (parts of Europe, Australia and England), and SECAM ?France and the USSR). Unfortunately, the
price for such transfers aren't cheap, generally going for well over $100 an hour, because of the sophisti-
cated and expensive hardware required.

What is that strange 5-pin jack on the back of the 82007 I'm sure it's a combined audio/video input/output
DIN-jack intended gor tEe European market, though 1'm unable to verify this since it's not covered in the
maintenance manuals or repair tapes, and apparantly the one in my own 8200 is not connected since I can't
get a signal out of it at all. Perhaps the phono/mini-phone video/audio jacks are eliminated or unused on

foreign models, with the connection instead being made to that 5-pin DIN jack alone.
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And speaking of things in the realm of fantasy, here's this column's wacky feature, as I go right off the deep

end and ramble on about
WHAT | Woup Do If I Were Akio MoriTa*
(*Chairman of the Board, Sony Corporation)

Quite often these days, I've found myself struggling with a U-Matic or Betamax video deck, and I've asked my-
self: "self, how in the world did these people manage to screw up these machines so much?". I mean, let's
face it folks--despite some people's belief to the contrary, Sony is not God, even though their widely-used
equipment is sometimes rumored to be of miraculous construction and durability.

What I've prepared here is a 1ist of all the Sony-branded Betamax products available (NTSC only), and then a
1ist of how I'd like to see their existing product line changed and/or updated to include these new models.
With a little luck, who knows--some of the marketing and R&D folks in New York, Compton and Tokyo might just
cg?::::er these ideas and gtuff tWesm Ir fhé round filé ¢dBinét use a few of them in actual production models...
S y.

Existing Betamax Units Features

SL-6200 X-1 only available as deck in LV-1901 console only; aux. inputs

SL-6300 X-1 only Japan version of SL-6200; aux. inputs; audio dub

LV-1901 X-1 only SL-6300 with 19" Trinitron receiver in large console; aux./tuner input switch

SL-7100 X-1 only low-cost version of SL-6300 & SL-7300; aux./tuner input switch; 1-button recording

SL-7200 X-1 only standard U.S. consumer model; differently-styled SL-6200; no aux. inputs

SL-7300 X-1 only Japan version of SL-7200; aux./tuner input switch; audio dub

SL-7200A X-1 only improved SL-7200 with aux. inputs (auto select); audio edit sound lag

SL-8100 X-1/x-2 Japan 2-speed unit; auto playback speed select; audio dub; aux. inputs (auto select)

SL-8200  X-1/X-2 U.S. 2-speed unit; auto playback speed select; aux. inputs (auto select)

SL-8500 X-2 only Japan X-2 only unit; audio dub; built-in timer; remote pause

SL-8600 X-2 only U.S. X-2 only unit; built-in timer; remote pause

SL-8300 X-1/%-2 improved Japan SL-8100; built-in timer; remote pause; FF/RW visible image

SL-3200 X-1/x-2 U.S. consumer version of SLO-340; X-2 record, X-1/X-2 playback

Existing Industrial Betamax Units

SLO-260 X-1 only industrial version of SL-7200; aux./tuner input switch; audio dub; audio level meter
with limiter; still-frame/pause (m:n-]ocl:'lnggu

SLP-100 X=1 only player-only version of SL0O-260

D-500 X-1 only multiple-deck Betamax duplicating system

SLO-320 X-1 only deluxe industrial unit; solenoid remote control and random-access capability (with
RM-300); audio level meter with limiter; audio dub; external input only (no tuner)

SLP-300 X-1 only player-only version of SL0-320; random access capability (with RM-300)

Existing Betamax Accessories

DT-32 Timer latest version of DT-10/20/30 Timers; turns off after 240 minutes

AG-120 Changer automatically loads and unloads 2 cassettes for continuous recording and playback
up to 6 hours (with L-750 at X-2)

AG-1000 Changer multiple cassette stacker similar to AG-120 but with larger capacity; never marketed
due to manufacturing difficulties

AR-700 Winder rewinds any length Betamax cassette; available in Japan only

RM-300 Remote Control random-access auto-search control for SLO-300 and SLO-320
RM-420 Remote Control full-function remote-control for SL0O-300 and SLO-320 and 2000 series 3/4" decks

That's what has been released by Sony in the past 3 years. (Probably a Tot more than you thought there were,
eh?) There are a few minor models missing, mostly Japan or other foreign versions of the industrial models,
but that is pretty much the bulk of the Betamax equipment they've released up to September '78. A1l models
were listed, to the best of my admittedly questionable ability, in order by appearance.

Now comes the fun part. Here's a 1list of my new, probably never-to-be-released products, incorporating all
the changes my Wiley Wielage thinking cap came up with, with a 1ittle help from several friends (1isted at
the end of this article):

Suggested Consumer Betamax Decks

SL-8400 X-1/%-2 improved U.S. version of SL-8300, with audio dub; FF/RW visible image (via switch);
still-frame/pause; slow-motion playback (via switch); aux./tuner input switch; me-
chanical hours/minutes/seconds counter; remote pause; built-in timer; VIRS-controlled
tuner capability; and improved editing performance, resolution, and S/N ratio

SL-8450 X-1/%-2 deluxe SL-8400, with integral programmable tuner/timer capable of recording up to 6
programs on any of 13 pre-selected stations over a 7-day period (see TT-1000 below)

SL-8600A X-2 only improved SL-8600, with audio dub; aux./tuner input switch; mechanical hours/minutes/
seconds counter; VIRS-controlled tuner capability; and improved editing performance,
resolution and S/N ratio

SL-8800 X-1/x-2 super-deluxe SL-8400 with solenoid remote-control capability

SL-8850 X-1/X-2 super-deluxe SL-8450 with solenoid remote-control capability

SL-9450 X-1/X-2/X-4 no-holds-barred version of the SL-8450, with Metafine tape capability automatically
selected by sensing notch in the cassette shell; X-1, X-2 and X-4 record/playback
capability (X-4 with Metafine tape only)

SL-9850 X-1/X-2/X-4 ultra-deluxe version of the SL-9450 with solenoid remote-control capability
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Suggested Industrial Betamax Decks (the "High Performance Series")

SLO-340A X-1 only jmproved SLO-340 with on/off switch for RF modulator; automatic E-to-E circuitry;
backspace editor; improved resolution and S/N ratio; Metafine tape capability

SLO-500 X-1 only improved SL0O-320 with slo-motion playback; reverse motion; insert and assemble edit-
ing capability; front panel skew control; improved resolution and S/N ratio; Metafine
tape capability (auto select via sensing notch); color/B&W switch

SLP-400 X-1 only player only version of SLO-500; slow- and reverse-motion playback

D-600 X-2 only multiple-deck Betamax duplicating system

Suggested Betamax Accessories

AR-700 Rewinder same as Japan cassette winding unit (and very handy to have)

AG-200 consumer decks electronic changer for up to 6 cassettes; interfaces with TT-1000, SL-8450 or SL-9450
for programmed cassette changing during record or playback; used with any consumer deck

AG-300 solenoid decks electronic changer for up to 6 cassettes; interfaces with TT-1000, SL-8850 or SL-9850
for programmed cassette changing during record or playback; used with any industrial
or consumer solenoid remote-control decks

RM-300A solenoid decks improved random-access auto-search control with switchable hours/minutes/seconds coun-
ter or standard 2-units-per-second counter (1ike RM-300)

RM-500 solenoid decks combined RM-420 full-function remote control and RM-300A unit in one handy case

TT-1000 all decks digital tuner/timer; programmable for selecting up to 6 shows on any of 13 pre-selected
stations over a 7-day period; automatic VIRS transmitter-controlled tuning capability;
updatable to stereo audio; non-mechanical varactor tuning

Before all of you shake your heads sadly, sigh, and mutter "gee, the lawsuit's really getting to this guy," look
carefully over the above suggested products. I think most of you will agree that none of them are really all
that way-out or impossible to manufacture. Similar machines in other formats already exist, so it's not diffi-
cult to put together a similar set of features for a particular model. I can see, however, how Sony might ques-
tion the marketing potential of some of the consumer machines (particularly the solenoid decks), and rightly so.
As Masa Namiki of Sony told me in January (related in TVN #12), they may already have several of these units and
more in their experimental R&D labs in Japan, but can the average American consumer handle them? Apparantly
Sony doesn't think so, as witnessed by their further simplification of the already-uncomplicated SL-7200 to

the one-button recording used in the 8200, and the deletion of the audio dub button in all of the U.S. consu-
mer models. It's interesting to note how all of the folks in the VHS camp think our ape-brains are capable

of handling the audio dub function, however, and of course JVC's new HR-3060 even has the “far-fetched" still-
frame and slow-motion features--in a "consumer” machine. I have no doubt that the vast majority of us die-
hard videophile technofreaks will have little trouble operating even the most complex of the models described
on the preceeding pages. But will that leave over 200,000,000 dummies too stupid to figure out how to turn

the units on, let alone operate them?

Further explanations on the suggested equipment: the TT-1000 is merely an improvement over Sony's old TT-100
Tuner/Timer, designed for use with their 3/4" machines over 5 years ago. 1 thought it'd also be a good idea
to offer the same basic unit built into several of the consumer decks, as RCA has already done with their pro-
grammable VBT-400 VHS deck. Note that with all the tuners in these decks, VIRS (Vertical Interval Reference
Signal)-controlled tuning is available to adjust incoming broadcasts automatically, as with some of the latest
Panasonic and GE TV sets.

As mentioned last issue, the new Metafine tape formulations coming out are the newest revolution in both audio
and home video recording. According to 2 Scotch spokesmen and several magazine articles, the quality of an
X-2 recording made on Metafine tape could look almost as good as X-1, and an X-1 Metafine recording may be al-
most as good as 3/4". It's for this reason that I decided to call for a new speed, X-4, specifically for use
with the Metafine cassettes only. Even though at X-4 the tape will be crawling along at an incredible 15/32"
a second, the quality should be reasonably good, almost as good as today's X-2. The estimated retail for a
Metafine L-500 should be around $19-20, and perhaps as high as $25 for an L-750--not bad, for a 4-hour and
6-hour record capacity, respectively, with the quality and economy better than or equal to present VHS ma-
chines. And you know Sony would love to be able to match VHS head on with this all-important feature.

The SL-8800, SL-8850 and the SL-9850 all have solenoid-operated transports similar to the existingsi0-300 ser-
jes, and have full-function remote control and/or random-access capability with the RM-420, RM-300/RM-300A or
RM-500 units. The changers are pretty much production versions of what Sony's had under wraps in their labs

for months. Note that both the AG-200 and 300 are able to interface with the tuner/timers for programming the
exact time the cassettes will change; otherwise, the change cycle will begin the split-second the cassette-in-
use runs out. Total time for the removal of one tape and insertion of a new one should not exceed 10 seconds.

That's it for this installment. Special thanks go to Ralph Eck, Carl Vickery and Bob Bechtold at Audio/Video
Craft in LA, Mike Clark and Bill Kirchenbauer at Hoffman Video in LA, and fellow videophiles K.L., G.G., Horace
Horsecollar, Ray Glasser, Fred Jones, Pat F. and A.H., plus last-but-of-course-not-least Joe Mazzini. Sony's
comments on this article, if any, will be printed next issue. (Don't hold your breath on it, though. )

[Last-minute addition: Jim Lowe just told me that he's recently received a brochure from Germany on a pro-
grammable Betamax, not unlike the SL-8450 et al mentioned earlier. Hmmmmm--we could have a possible patent
and/or copyright infringement case here. I better get myself a good attorney soon...let me see if I can find
Stephen Kroft's office number...or maybe the Legal Clinic of Jacoby and Meyer...or maybe. ..] mfw-78

[Feedback, threats and bouquets should be directed to Marc at: PO Box 480315, L.A., CA 90048]
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THE VIDEQ COMPQSITE

The response to Bob Burns' outings as our VHS Editor
has been most favorable. Bob's remarks this issue are
abbreviated due to his vacation, but we look forward
to having him back in full swing next time.

The VHS format is again the forerunner of video innova-
tions for the '78-'79 season. RCA leads the industry
with the first VCR with a built-in programmable tuner.
Designated the Model VCT-400 (see picture under Video
News), it allows the operator to program in as many as
eight different channel and/or time changes within a
seven day period. For example, it's possible to set
the unit to come on at, let's say, 7 p.m. and record 30
minutes of "The Dating Game" on channel 5, shut off,
then come on again to record "Charlie"s Angels" on
channel 10 at 9 p.m., shut off again at 10 p.m., then
come on at 11 p.m. to record the Late News on channel 2.
This will become an even more valuable feature when the
3/6 hour tapes are available. The present RCA model
has also been updated to include a more sophisticated
transport mechanism and a more elaborate timer.

JVC has introduced their new model 3600, which has two
unique features. One is the familiar pause control
found on the newer VCR units, but with one addition.
The pause provides a very stable still picture. The
other is a remote fast-forward and rewind control, also
with an unusual innovation. The picture is maintained
in both fast-forward and rewind. The two controls

used together should make professional edits a breeze.

For all of you who are eagerly awaiting the reply from
RCA concerning the drop-out problem, I'm sorry to re-
port I've had no response to date, I'm afraid we'll
have to handle this one on our own. I can't imagine
RCA recalling all their VBT-200's to correct the prob-
lem. I understand from the sales representatives that
they are aware of the problem and have corrected it in
the latest models. However, I'm confident that one of
us will come up with a workable solution.

There have been quite a few requests for instructions
in dubbing (copying) from VHS to VHS, Beta to VHS, and
VHS to Beta. Although advice from the Betamax experts
recommend direct video-to-video connections, I have
found the best method to make a copy on a VHS machine
is to use the RF connectors. I really have no explan-
ation for this but picture quality is significantly
better using this method. This is my recommendation
only for making a VHS copy from any other format:

(1) Connect the machines so that the RF output connec-
tor of the machine used to playback the tape
(hereafter known as machine #1) is connected to the RF
input connector of the machine used to record the dup-
licate (hereafter known as machine #2). Use standard
75 ohm cable.
(2) Connect the RF output connector of machine #2 to
the VHF inputs of the monitoring television.
(3) Insert the tape to be duplicated into machine #1
and a blank or reusable tape into machine #2. Begin
playing back a sample portion of the tape in machine
#1. Set the tuner on machine #2 to channel 3 or 4 (de-
pending on which one #1 is playing back on) and depress
the AFT button.
(4) Turn on the TV, select channel 3 or 4, and you
should be able to monitor the tape being played
back on machine #l1. Be certain the TV/VTR switches of
both machines are in the VIR (or on a Betamax "cassette")
position. Adjust the tracking control on machine #1
for maximum picture quality.
(5) Rewind the tape in machine #l1. Place machine #2
into "record" and machine #1 into "play".
That's all there is to it. Be sure you have selected
the proper recording speed on machine #2 and that its

T R T UL U
by BOB BURNS

tracking control is in the mid-point position. You
will not be able to switch machine #2 to TV to watch
regular broadcasting as in normal recording.

[For those who want to compare the video-to-video way
of duplicating, see "The VHS Natework" on p. 22.--Ed.]

NOW FOR QUESTION AND ANSWER TIME:

Q@: Is it alright to store videocassettes in Zip-Loc
plastic storage bags?
A: I really would not recommend this. Firstly, video-

cassettes are not so delicate that they must be
completely sealed airtight. Secondly, storage bags tend
to trap moisture which could be harmful to the tape. I
suggest sticking with the O.E.M. tape boxes or better yet
the plastic tape boxes available from Marc at TVN West.
@: I am having difficulty in recording two programs on
one cassette when trying to record a show over the
first portion of a tape without erasing part of the re=-
mainder. I'm certain that I have stopped the recording
short of the index number where the second feature begins,
and yet upon replaying I notice that several seconds of
the second program are missing or messed up. Why?
A: You must remember that the erase head comes before
the video recording head in the tape path. There-
fore, erasure is taking place a few seconds in advance
of the picture of the new recording you making.

Well, that's about it for this time. I'm withholding my
report on the JVC Vidstar until I can get my hands on the
newer model. Also, the Video Glossary, promised last
time, has grown so large that it's an article within
itself. To those who have written recently, I've been on
vacation, and intend to start on my correspondence as
soon as this article is in the mail.
BOB BURNS

BOX 23-16

WHEELERSBURG, OH 45694

1 FOR BEGINNERS ONLY rxvrxsrsnnss

This is the third installment of FBO, a column
devoted to helping you new guys catch up:

"STAY TUNED"

Q: 1Is there a loss of picture quality when using two
recorders to make a second copy of a tape?
A: VYes, there is. The %" recorders that most home

hobbyists use are not capable of producing professional
quality copies. The loss in picture quality is really not
too great if you are working with a good original, however.
It is most pronounced when using the slower speeds (X-2 or
4-hour VHS) and when attempting to duplicate color. Black
and white material can be duplicated with better results.
Most duplicates are more "contrasty" and picture begins to
lose definition, especially if a copy of a copy is attempted.
The duplicate is known as a "second generation” copy. A
copy of that would be "third generation”, and so on. For
those of you with a lot of §§, professional processing
equipment is available for duplication purposes. When this
sort of thing becomes available for the consumer market,
we'll let you know.

Q: If I punch out the little tab on the tape cassette, like
the instructions say, to protect against accidentally
erasing the tape, does this mean that I can't ever change my

mind and record on that cassette again?

A: No. To record again, all you have to do is securely
cover the little hole where the tab used to be. I have

found that a small piece of adhesive tape or piece cut off

a bandage works beautifully. If you make it a habit to

punch out these tabs (I don't), you need to be alert to this,

lest you see something about to start on TV, hurriedly de-

cide to erase something, pop the cassette in the machine,

and then find that the "record” key won't press down.

Beginners will find lots of this sort of thing in our "The
Videophile's Annual: 1978" which reprints most of the stuff
originally found in TVN #s 1-6. It's yours for $6.00.
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BETAMAX/HEAD CLEANING TIPS

A video tape recorder is a
complex piece of equipment
which may periodically re-
By STEVE COMET quire adjustments and

calibrations. While major
alignments require sophis-

ticated test gear, and are best left to experts - there is one simple preventative
maintenance procedure which every videophile can perform himself - head cleaning and
demagnetizing.

Oxide deposits will rob your machine of its ability to reproduce clear crisp pictures -
and when a head gap becomes partially clogged - snow and annoying interference will be
evident on the tape.

Sony recommends that the video head, audio and control track assembly, pinch roller, and
the tape guides be cleaned after 500 hours of use. According to Sony's periodic main-
tenance schedule - head cleaning should further be performed at each subsequent
scheduled service interval (1000, 1500, 2000, 2500, 3000, 3500, 4000, and 5000 hours).

The only items required for the procedure are a Phillips screwdriver, a package of
Kodak lens cleaning papers, a bottle of isopropyl alcohol, (methanol is preferable -
available at your pharmacy) some cleaning swabs (Q-tips are best) and a head demagna-
tizer, available from any audio dealer.

On the Sony SL-8200, unscrew the seven top plate screws, and remove the tracking
control knob. Lift off the top plate. On the SL-8600, remove the six screws, and
carefully remove the top plate - noting that it is held captive by a snap action lip.
Pry the top plate off gently.

Once inside either machine - the
procedure is the same. Moisten plastic motor e scanner drum
a piece of Kodak lens cleaning cover I = (heads)
paper with methanol or alcohol.

Place the lens paper against the

scanner drum - lightly - and with

your other hand - rotate the black
plastic motor cover (Fig. 1) in a
clockwise direction. Rotating the

motor will cause the video head to turn.
Press the lens cleaning paper just firmly
enough to the scanner so that you can feel the two
heads against your finger as they pass. Rotate the
heads a dozen times or so.

Figure 1

If the heads are dirty - the lens cleaning paper may be noticably contaminated, but
not necessarily.

Using a new piece of lens tissue - wipe down the scanner drum surface - be extremely
careful not to nick or abrase the heads when doing so. Wipe only with a horizontal
mo tion.
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Next thoroughly clean the rubber pinch roller. (Fig. 2) If you are not familiar with
the pinch roller - you can identify it (along with the tape guides which should also be
cleaned) by placing a cassette into the machine. Turn the VCR on, and watch the tape
thread. Watch the entire threading ring assembly rotate - and note the black rubber
pinch roller which is mounted on the ring.
Eject the tape, turn off the machine, and
proceed. The roller is now located close to
the cassette door - and should be cleaned

pinch while in this position.
roller

threading ring ass'y

. - 4 This can best be accomplished with the
A cassette door up. Using a cotton swab
\‘~\,““_____;:;;;___ saturated with alcohol or methanol. Press
Figure 2 the swab firmly against the roller, and
rotate the roller with one finger of your
other hand. Use three or four swabs - and
clean until you have removed most of the black residue.

Clean the metal tape guides. These are small steel posts on which the tape passes.
Use a saturated swab for these guides.

At this point - if you are familiar with the location of the audio control track and
erase heads, clean them with a saturated swab. This however - will probably not be
necessary.

Finally - degaussing (demagnetizing) the video head and tape guide areas may be done at
this time. If you own a head demagnetizer, you no doubt know how to use it. If you
plan to purchase one at this time - see your Sony dealer, as Sony offers a fine unit at
a reasonable cost. If you are not familiar with the proper use of a demagnetizer

make sure that you read the instructions carefully before using. Never make direct
contact with the video heads, and remember to withdraw the demagnetizer slowly and

to turn the power off when it is at least 6 feet away from the tape recorder. (Fig. 3)
The entire tape guide area may be demagnetized

in this way. A well demagnetized tape head . s
and scanner will result in an increased
signal to noise ratio and superior video
performance.

)

Before replacing the top deck, thread a tape,
and insure that all transport functions are
working properly.

Once you become familiar with this simple
procedure - continue to perform it period-
ically. You will find contamination on

the pinch roller excessive. This is normal
and 100 hour cleaning intervals for the
roller might be advisable. Figure 3

Demagnetizing however, need only be performed every 500 hours or so.

[Steve tells me that next issue he plans to explain to us all about TV monitors. If
you have a subject of a technical nature that you think Steve should tackle, let us
know, and we'll see if we can get him to give it a whirl. -- Ed.]
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‘ update

This is a short update on my article on the Warner QUBE
system in Columbus, Ohio, published in Issue 12 of TVN.
Since my original article appeared, QUBE has added and
deleted a number of channels, pursuant to polls and re-
quests from its viewers. [See #12 for more on QUBE.]

CHANGES IN PROGRAMMING: First off, the 10 "P" (premium
or pay) channels have been revamped. QUBE has added two
more first-run movie channels, for a total of three.
(The $1 classic movies are still shown.) These first-
run flicks are shown off 2" Quad or 3/4" U-Matic tape,
incidentally. The games channel has been eliminated,
although QUBE plans to run games on another channel of
their choosing. The stocks channel has been moved to
the "P" column, although it is still a "free" channel.
Channel P-6, "Special Events," is now showing one Disney
film plus a few shorts each month. And lastly, there
is the popular, recently added channel P-4, "Golden
Oldies," showing uncut TV shows of the 50's such as
Topper, Ozzie and Harriet, Yancy Derringer, Peter Gunn,
I Married Joan, and others.

The "C" (community) channels also show some changes.
The old P-9 channel, "College at Home," has moved to C-9
and is now "QUBE Campus," still offering pay-by-the-
course college courses, complete with homework and test-
ing thru the QUBE console. C=1, "Columbus Alive," now
has a few different features, including: "Celebration!"
--a live program done from QUBE's remote studios at the
Westland Mall; "Columbus: Then and Now"--featuring local
events of the past; "Talent Search"--with competition in
singing, dancing, skateboarding, etc., by local Colum-
bus yokels (with viewers voting from home with the two-
way system); and of course "Flippo's Magic Circus" and
"Columbus Goes Bananaz" are still shown. The "Sports
Scores and News" channel now features out-of-town and
local sporting events (high school games, Columbus
Clippers' baseball, etc.) in addition to scores & news.

OTHER TIDBITS: Looking across Columbus, QUBE saw that

a rival cable company was offering its viewers HBO for
$5 a month, and decided to realign its pricing structure.
Now you can watch one pay-movie all day, for one price
daily! There is a 2 minute grace period, but it's
cumulative--if you watch 1 minute of a pay-channel at

10 am, say, and 1 minute at 6 pm, you've run out of
grace; the billing starts! And lastly, QUBE has joined
the throngs who have added WICG-17 from Atlanta,
effective June lst.

STATISTICS: OQUBE has captured 2/3 of the Warner Cable
audience in Columbus--20,000 out of 30,000 subscribers
have added QUBE since its beginning last December 1lst.
Therefore, QUBE, smiling and growing ever richer, has
said, "We're no longer experimental; we're here to stay!"
Consequently, Warner has decided to put QUBE into some
of its other cable markets, the first two targets to be
Akron, Ohio, and Ft. Wayne, Indiana. And, incidentally,
contrary to earlier reports, QUBE's initial outlay was
$21,000,000!

Well, all this notwithstanding, I am still offering my
now outdated (ouch!) QUBE SAMPLER TAPE to anyone re-
questing it. (At least you can see how QUBE was origi-
nally set up!) I can still offer it on only U-Matic
or Beta X1 only; Just send me a blank cassette and
§1.25 to cover first class return postage, and you'll
get to see yours truly in living color, plus a sampling
of each of the 30 QUBE channels. (I do NOT have ready
access to QUBE, as many of you may think; the sampler
tape was compiled from a one-shot opportunity.) Hope
to hear from you. RAY D. GLASSER, 27621 CHAGRIN BLVD.,
APT. 215, CLEVELAND, OH 44122

LCICE{0ECANADA

It is with deep regret that I must announce that none of
my video friends here or myself can get good results on
our Beta units with "Scotch" brand video color recording
tape. *** A local dealer this week required $650 to trade
a Beta 7200 for a Beta 8200. I felt sure SONY would do
better than this. They figure length of time owned, at
about $30 a month rental depreciation, taken from list of
model 8200 as the trade price. It would have been better
if they had made a flat $300 trade-in value on any 7200.
I wonder now what becomes of the models traded in? My
advice at this moment: sell your 7200 for $500 or more and
buy a new 8200 at the best price you can manage. The
SL-8600 is about $1400 here. *** PARAGON ENTERTAINMENT has
been appointed outlet for MAGNETIC VIDEO in Canada (same
catalogue with color cartoons, Elvis movies and the Chap-
lin films included. Canadian readers may write me for a
copy and Canadian prices. All titles now available in
Beta 2 and VHS only, no Beta 1. We can now save on post-
age, customs duty and avoid very slow delivery. They have
not announced a trade-in club here as yet, but members of
the HATB club seem to have taken over that job free anyway.
The thought occurred to me: why do we pay $69.95 to Magnet-
ic Video for a Fox color film, when we can wait and record
it for $30 or less, in the X-2 mode for $15? The figures
on their sales volume make me shudder. Is the quality
that much better, or is it for the impatient? I must ag-
ree that the selections are excellent, and the quality
unsurpassed. *** The Holland video package tape was less
than great, and although they claim that $1.50 postage
will break them, with their very small margin of profit, I
must be bad in math. The tape costs $12 or less and they
charge $40 per preview reel. I would say that's a very
good margin. Who is kidding who? Did they realize they
were dealing with someone who has been in the trade for
more than 30 years? *** Tell James I should be listed as
a Contributor, not a Correspondent. *** I will not eat my
heart out re the Hot Tub and Video Room [See TVN #14. --
Ed.] A person could get fried by the power touching the
Beta with a wet finger. Has anyone heard of the fault
safe device for pools and tubs? Besides, two years ago

I had the color video monitor installed in my health spa
so I could watch video tape from the ceiling while in the
Jacuzzi whirlpool bath, a much better body therapy. Oh
well, to each his own. *** My sincere thanks to Marc (at
last) for his IDEAL room and the sample cassette box.
READERS: You will NEVER be satisfied until all your tapes
are in these Hollywood cases, dust free and super pro
loocking. I am converting my entire library to these.
Canadian readers can get them from me. I am working this
out with Canadian customs now. It looks like a plastic
products entry. *** One reader in London, Ontario has
sent me a list of over 300 tapes to trade, and another
over 200 titles on a wide variety of subjects. I am re-
ceiving about 4 to 5 applications a month to our TAPE
TRADE CLUB, and will issue a monthly bulletin and news-
letter starting in September. Also a catlogue of Beta 1
and 2 tapes (no VHS), who has what and where. *** Phase
one is now completed in my new Video House (on the ranch).
Two floors, the bottom for model trains (my partner's
hobby), the top floor for video recording, dubbing and
screen projection and film chain work, and a lounge. The
structure has been built in the Swiss chalet format with
balconies up and down slanting out over the water, sliding
glass doors, windows 6 x 8 feet in gold tint sloping out~-
ward, spiral staircase to the upper level, plug-ins for
outside video on lower and upper balconies, fireplace, and
custom wall cabinets in teak for the units and tape 1li-
brary. *** My favorite letter of the month comes from Dan
Lewis of Cambridge Springs, who writes: "Interesting, in-
formative, personal, fan oriented, it's so personal, I
hope it won't lose this touch" ... I sure hope not Dan, I
will try to keep the force. I still answer every letter

[cont. on p.30]
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Greetings once again, fellow videophiles! I have lots
of info this month, as well as some feedback for the
letters I've been receiving.

First of all, as you may have noticed, the heading of
this humble column has changed. Yes, I know you all im-
mediately turn to this column as soon as you rip your
TVN out of the envelope, and you couldn't find it this
time, but bear with me--I'm trying to broaden the scope
of my writing.

Secondly, to answer some of the more frequent questions
I've been receiving in the mail:

Q: Where do I get the 3-year RCA full warranty?

A: You don't. It's a 2-year warranty. RCA first
claimed to me that they had a 3-year, but instead it is
a 2-year warranty (21 months plus 3 months free when you
buy the machine.)

Q: How do I hook up 2 RCA VCR's to dub out commer-
cials, etc., from other tapes I have made?

A: It is incredibly easy. See the section which
follows for extensive (overkill) instructions on how to
do it (Beta VCR's too).

Q: Where can I get prerecorded cassettes?

[We interrupt this answer to announce that issue #16
will feature our 2nd annual roundup of prerecorded tape
sources. These will include the contributions collect-
ed by Jim Swan and intended for publication here. In
the meantime, check out the dealer's ads in this and
the previous couple issues. We now return you to your
reqularly scheduled columnist....Editor]

Q: How should I organize and label my collection of
video recordings?

A: By way of this guestion, I would like to intro-
duce my partner Jim Swan, whose comments I have in-
cluded below. Swan is very qualified when it comes to
ecritiquing fandom and doesn't pull any punches on his
content. As to how you should organize your collection,
I couldn't care less how you do it--you can write fancy
numbers on them, use six levels of cross-indexing and
condition coding, go buy a computer to code them, etc.
However, I endorse Swan's "P.S. note" at the end of
his section.

Q: How regularly should I clean my heads?

A: Once again: Avoid cleaning heads. I don't have
the guts to go inside my machine and do it, especially
when I can get the RCA warranty to cover it for $5.

[1f you do have the guts to do it, we suggest you
carefully follow Steve Comet's illustrated instructions
provided elsewhere in this ish....Bditor]

Thirdly, the time chart mock-up goes on. I am happy to
report that we (Big Nate & Swan) have finally got a
timechart on 4 hr VHS tapes that we feel is accurate and
complete to within 20 seconds or one count on the built-
in counter. It should appear in my column in the next
issue. For those of you who can't wait till mid-Novem-
ber, send me a stamped self-addressed envelope (your
first born, library lists, money, and blood) and I will
personally send you a copy, along with any info you
request that I can provide. Now for that dubbing
section I promised.

HOOKING UP--PART I: 2 RCA VHS Recorders

1. First, decide which VCR will record and which
will play (transmit). For purposes of this text, let's
designate the recorder which records as VCR-IN and the
recorder which plays as VCR-OUT.

2. Reguired Equipment:

A. 2 VHS recorders and a television set.

B. One video (coaxial) cable with standard
stereo plugs.

C. One normal stereo audio cable with standard
stereo plugs (all plugs are "male").

D. The usual 75 ohm coaxial cable that comes with
the recorder.

3. On VCR-IN, attach the video cable to "video in"
socket. Attach audio plug to "audio in" socket.

4. On VCR-OUT, attach the video cable to "video out"
socket and attach the audio plug to "audio out" socket.

5. Attach 75-ohm coaxial cable from "VHF out" sock-
et on VCR-IN to 75-ohm socket on TV.

6. Set "select" switches on both video recorders
to "VCR."

7. Turn "Tuner/Camera" switch on VCR-IN to "Camera."

8. Advance tape in VCR-IN with play key until de-
sired starting location is reached and stop machine
depressing "stop" key.

9, Advance tape in VCR-OUT to vicinity of material
to be transferred, and depress "stop" key.

10. If VCR-IN is at the beginning of a tape, set
"play/record" and "pause" keys (or use the remote
pause--it is very handy) on VCR-IN.

11. If VCR-IN is in the middle of a tape (in other
words, if dubbing one tape onto another tape to follow
material which is already on it):

A. Play VCR-IN tape until desired start point is
reached and push pause key (NOT remote pause, because
when it is used, the record key is frozen).

B. Push down record key.

C. Set remote pause to "pause."

D. Release pause key on VCR only.

12. Push "play" on VCR-OUT. You will immediately
see the picture on the TV, but you will hear no sound.
Don't panic. (I dunno why this happens, perhaps some-
thing to do with the "audio-dub" key, but I doubt it.
Bob Burns, what do you think?) Watch for the VCR-OUT
picture to come up and release "pause" control on VCR-IN
(whether key or remote) to allow play when appropri-
ate on VCR-IN. Everything flows beautifully and it
will record everything that is displayed on the TV.

13, NOTE: Turn off VCR-OUT first.

14. Additional information:

A. The TV may also be attached to VCR-OUT, how-
ever, it's always nice to be 100% sure that VCR-IN is
getting what it's supposed to.

B. It's also nice to have an extension cord (elec-
trical) since I've been told that, depending on the
house wiring, the power drain might hurt the resolution.

C. When you dub for the first time, after about
5 minutes, stop both VCR's and rewind. Play VCR-IN and
see what you are actually getting. This is cheap insur-
ance against wasting your time.

HOOKING UP--PART II: Beta/VHS Connection

1. Equipment notes:

A. Beta machine used is Sanyo Beta-cord X2 as
VCR-IN.

B. VHS is RCA Selectavision as VCR-OUT.

C. Use same cable! Yes, video fans, the plugs
are the same in this case.

D. Though Sanyo and RCA Beta/VHS machines have
identical plug jacks, I have it on "good authority"
that all Betas are not the same. Is this true? At any
rate, some info on plugs is in order. There are two
kinds of plugs used: 1. The standard audio (now
audio/video) plug--the type of plug that fits the jacks
in the back of most stereo receivers/tape decks/turn-
tables, etc. 2. The miniplug (Yes, I know the name is
strange, but that's what it's called at component
shops) type used by headphones/TV earphone jacks. I
have been told that this is the type used on early
Betamaxes. (Sony sells--and I bought one--An audio
cable with a miniplug/standard plug cable._(l meter)
for $2.)



2. Procedures are remarkably similar in nature.
Since they are nearly identical, let's abbreviate and
use steps 3 thru 10 of Part I.

3. Since the Beta recorder is VCR-IN and does not
have remote pause ignore instructions in step 11 with
respect thereto.

4. Follow step 12 of Part I and everything will be
the same but sound will also heard when pause switch
is released.

5. NOTE: Again, turn off VCR-OUT first.

6. If you desire to use the VHS recorder as VCR-IN
and the Beta recorder as VCR-OUT, all steps in Part I
are applicable.

[For an alternative method of hooking up for dubbing
purposes (steps 1-7), using the RF connectors in-
stead of individual audio and video jacks, see Bob
Burns' colum elsewhere herein.]

Swan’s Song...

The following comments are penned by my friend, Jim
Swan. They are intended to be thought provoking, etc.
Swan and I invite you to add your comments and send

them to our fearless editor, Jim Lowe, so he can contin-
ue to mold the direction of this magazine (we're not a
newsletter anymore, Jim, they only have one staple) to

| suit the mass readership and at the same time not alien-
ate the readers with minority views who also have

their needs. And so, Jim Swan on TVN #14:

Love the cover. Best yet, by far. Keep up the style
and pretty soon it'll be selling in Safeway. Kidding
aside, overall the magazine seems to be taking on a
more professional look, which I endorse. Organization
is much improved, with less duplication of material by
different contributors. Suggestion: Perhaps you (Jim
Lowe) could assign? suggest? demand? that your indivi-
dual writers tackle specific sets of gquestions, prob-
lems, issues, etc., prior to each issue, so that the
duplication would be minimized further.

Comment--Have generally found Mr. Weilage's columns to
be informative, if somewhat longwinded. However, "The
Ultimate Video Room"” was a complete waste--3 pages that
could have been devoted to something of real interest
to the readers.

Comment--Completely agree with the idea of using the
power of numbers to try to effect some response from
major film companies. Let's make ourselves heard.

Comment--On subject of syndication of shows, and the
disappearance of certain older programs: Does anybody
really believe that people today want to watch "The
Millionaire" or "Captain Midnight," etc., in signifi-
cant numbers? Come on, man. The only older programs
that really hold on and continue their popularity are
ones that have entered the folklore (so to speak) be-
cause of their originality, stars, content, etc.;
examples--Superman, I Love Lucy, Sea Hunt, Peter Gunn.
Can you imagine watching "Three's Company"” or "Happy
Days" 20 years from now? No way, right? It's the same
thing with 95% of the old programs--they existed for
their time but don't transcend it.

Suggestions for future articles: (1) Consumer-type
survey of various film/tape outlets for service, qual-
ity, etc. Similar to what Film Collector's World does
for 8mm/l6émm. (2) Survey of various cable TV Systems
(Z Channel, QUBE, Showtime, HBO, etc.) comparing pro-
grams, cost, service, picture quality, and prospects
of such cable systems for areas not yet serviced, plus
info on future programming and like topics. (3) Sur-
vey of readership for info on most desired films and
possible subsequent pressure brought to bear (as
stated previously) on the companies owning rights to
these flicks. As a brave soul, herewith my top 3 for
concurrence, ridicule, or?--pirty Harry, Deliverance,
Wild Bunch. How's that for some of your old ultra-
violence?

Final comment--Hope nobody takes any of these comments
as derogatory or unduly critical--we can't spend all of
our time patting each other on the back and expect to
generate any real response or useful discussion.

P.5.--Just read Marc Weilage's column in Issue #13 and
am moved to comment on the section entitled "On organ-
izing a Collection.” Christ Almighty, it sounded like
the training manual for new employees at the Library
of Congress. Maybe it sounds too simple, but why not
just write the titles of movies, shows, etc., on the
tape labels, instead of this super index crap. Take
a look at "The Anal Retentives," a cartoon strip by
Bill Griffith in Rip-Off Comix #1. It says it all.
[It's copyrighted, gang, or maybe I could have re-
printed the page that Nate sent me....Ed.]

Well, that about concludes the column for this month
(the BIGGEST yet). It was good to meet so many of
you at the San Diego Comic Con. Our fearless Publish-
er/Editor was there, along with part of his staff.
Special thanx to Sharon, who I think gets the thankless
dirty job of typing this up. Also, to Jim and Steve
in S.F. (Where's your letter?) And why hasn't that
wonderful person out there with an uncut copy of
Dirty Harry written to me? So, until next time, you
can write to me, the Big Nate, or to Jim Swan at

2617 Deerford St., Lakewood, CA 90712 c/o R & D
Fernandez.

ptAl[R'S*DOINGS‘ﬁ

A continuing feature in which we generously hand out
free plugs to those you may want to know about:

SOUNDTRACK COLLECTOR'S NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 3895,
Springfield, MA 01101, provides the same
sort of personal and comprehensive coverage for collec-
tors of movie soundtracks that we do for videdphiles.
Published in Belgium, but available by AIR MAIL sub-
scription for $6 from the above address, this mag is
a must for those of the soundtrack persuasion. It
even reviews such things as the Japanese bootleg album
of the soundtrack from "Walkabout". Great newsletter.

FOTOMAT, (3400 locations nationwide), has begun offering
a film (8mm or Super 8; sound or silent) and
slide (35mm or 126mm) to videocassette transfer service.
All work will be done on "Scotch" tape for Beta trans-
fers and on Panasonic for VHS. The price schedule is
remarkably reasonable. You can get their brochure "All
About Transferring Film and Slides to Video Tape" at
your local outlet, or phone toll free: B00-325-4089.

VIDEO LOGS, 24049 Lyman Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44122,

is offering a collection organizer which
is strictly for those of you who prefer a less complex
system and are too lazy to whip up one of your own. A
set of 25 "log" sheets printed on card stock and punched
for a 3 ring binder goes for $3.95 and comes with an
instruction sheet. See ad on p.34 issue #13.

Several dealer's catalogs are beginning to offer items
of interest. We expect to have our 2nd annual roundup
of pre-recorded tape sources next issue. In the mean-
time, you might be interested to know that CR SALES,
Box 41325, Indianapolis, IN 46241, has a new list
available which includes special prices on used and
overstocked titles, and that SYNDICATE FILMS, 7411
Hines Place, Suite 117, Dallas, TX 75235, has acquired
exclusive rental rights to videotapes of many westerns
and some serials from Columbia Pictures.

PLEASE!! Mention good ole TVN when you write to 'em.




Don Jenkins, of PACIFICA LABS in Tarzana CA, came through for you VHS types with a computer produced VHS counter
index chart. Adjustments may be necessary for individual machines. Let us know how accurate it works out to be.
Don also advises: The cassette nomenclature is for the minimum tape load in meters. That is, the VK250 contains
at least 250 meters of tape. The length varies slightly with each cassette and among various makers. The nominal
tape velocity is 2 meters per minute in SP mode and 1 meter per minute in LP mode. The actual velocity setting for
the RCA machine is slightly different, 0.033346 meters per second in SP mode and 0.016673 in LP. The counter is
belt driven and cannot be relied on to be truly precise. The digits turn at a rate of 3.333 per meter or 8.996
seconds per digit in the SP mode. For the 250 meter cassette, this works out to be a minimum end count of 834 or
2 hours 4 minutes and 57 seconds. // Many, many thanks Don!! Set forth below are your two computer print outs.

ACA VHS VCR MODFL VAT 200 # VCT 200 RCA VHS VCR MOUFL VBT 200 / VCT 200

TAPE COUNTFR Ys., TIMF TAPE COUNTER VS, TIME

SP ¥nDF TAPE VYELOCITY 0,033346 METFRS/SECOND LP MODE TAPE VELOCITY 0,016673 METERS/SEC

CASSETTF LENGTH ASSUMED 250 MFETERS CASSETTE LENGTH ASSUMED 250 MFTERS

TIME USFD TIME REMAINING TIME USED TIME REMAINING

COUNTER | SECONDS MR ™MIN SEC |SECONDS WR  MIN  3EC COUNTER] SECONDS MR _MIN SEC JSECONDS _HR _MIN SEC |
) E] 0 0 0 7497,15 2 4 57 0 0 0 0 0 14994,3 4 9 54
10 29,9657 0 1 29 | 7407.13 2 3 27 10 179,932 0 2 59 | 14814.4 4 6 54
20 173,932 0 2 39| 7317.22 2 1 57 20 359,P€3 0 5 59 | 14634.4 4 3 54
30 263,897 0 4 29 | 71221.25 2 0 217 30 539,795 0 @ 59 | 144%4.5 4 0 54
40 353.763 0 5 59 | 7137.29 1 s a9 A0 719,727 0 1 59 | 14274.6 3 57 54
50 449,229 0 7 237 71047.32 1 87 gl 50 299,658 0 14 59 | 14094.6 3 54 54
£ 539,775 3 e 59 | 89%7,3c 1 55 57 &0 1079,59 0 17 59 | 13914.7 3 51 54
7> 27,761 0 1o 29 6267.39 1 54 217 70 1259.52 0 20 59 13734,.8 3 48 54
a9 19,777 ) 1 so | €7177,42 | Sz ie 59 @0 1439,.45 0 23 59 | 13554.8 3 45 54
L) 221,692 2 [ 29 | 6627,46 ] 5] 87 90 1619,38 0 26 59 | 13374,9 3 42 54
e 739, 659 ] 14 53 | G597.49 1 49 .31 100 1799.32 0 79 59 | 13193 — 35 54
1 n99 624 a 16 23 | 6307.53 1 47 27 110 1979.25 0 32 59 | 13015.1 3 36 55
120 1079.5%% 0 1 59 | 6417,56 1 46 51 120 2159.18 0 35 59 | 12835,1 5 33 55
15¢ 1169.96 0 19 29 | 6327.6 1 45 27 130 2339,.11 0 ig 59 | 12655.2 3 30 55
140 1259,52 0 20 59 | 6237.63 1 43 %7 140 2519.04 0 41 59 | 12475.3 3 27 5%
150 1349,49 0 22 29 | 6147,.66 1 a2 gl 150 2698.97 0 a4 59 | 12295.3 3 24 55
169 1439,45 0 23 59 | 6057.7 1 40 57 160 2878.91 0 47 58 | 12115.4 3 21 5%
170 1529, 42 0 25 29 | 5961,75% 1 8- £ 170 3058 ,R4 0 50 58 | 11935.5 3 18 55
120 1619,37 0 26 59 | 5877.77 1 37 %N 130 3238,77 0 53 s8] 117%5.5 3 15 55
190 1709.35 0 2% 29 | 5727.8 1 36 31 !go 3418,7 0 56 58 | 11575.6 3 12 55
200 1799.32 0 29 59 5657.93 1 34 57 I598.63 0 59 EE] 11395,7 ) 9 29
210 18R9,27 0 31 29 | sso07.e7 1 33 27 210 3778.56 1 2 58 | 11215.7 3 6 55
220 1979.25 0 32 59 | 5517.9 1 TR | 220 3958.5 1 5 53 | 11035.8 3 3 55
230 2069,.21 0 3a 29 | 5427.54 1 0 27 230 413R.43 1 @ s8 | 10855.9 3 0 55
240 215%. 18 0 35 59 | 5337,97 1 28 57 240 4318,36 1 11 58 | 10675.9 2 57 5%
250 2249.15 0 37 29 | 5242,01 1 27 2r 250 4498,29 1 14 s¢ | 10496 2 54 56
260 2339.11 0 3a 59 | 5152,04 1 25 58 260 4678,22 1 17 58 | 10316.1 2 51 56
270 2429.0% 0 40 29 | s5062.07 1 24 28 210 4858,15 1 20 58 | 10136.1 2 48 56
280 2519.04 0 41 595 | 497e.11 1 22 98 240 5038,09 1 23 53 | 9956.22 2 45 56
290 2609.01 0 43 235 | asge,la 1 21 28 293 5218.02 1 26 53 | 9776.29 2 42 56
300 Z6IR. 07 (] (Y] T8 | 47199,18 T 19 58 300 T357.95 T 25 BT | 9506.35 z 39 56 |
310 278R.94 0 a6 28 | a70m.21 1 18 28 310 5577.88 1 32 57 | sal6,42 2 36 56
320 2R7R,91 0 47 S8 | 4618.24 1 16 58 320 5757.81 1 35 57 | 9236.49 2 33 56
330 296R.R7 0 a9 28 | as2r.z2% 1 15 28 330 5937.74 1 ig 57 | 9096.56 2 30 56
340 3058,84 0 50 s8 | 243e,.3) 1 13 58 340 6117.68 1 4l 57 | ar76.63 2 27 56
350 3]1a8.8 0 52 28 4348 ,35 1 12 28 3150 6297.61 1 44 57 a696.7 2 24 56
360 3238.77 0 53 52 | a258,.3% 1 10 58 150 6477.54 1 a1 57 | B516.76 2 21 56
370 1328,74 0 55 28 | alsR,42 1 9 23 370 6657.47 1 50 57 | 2336.83 2 18 56
380 3a18,7 0 56 58 | 407m,45 1 7 58 310 6R37.4 1 53 57 | P156.9 2 15 56
190 350%,67 0 58 22 | 39%a,48 1 6 ﬁ 390 7017.33 1 56 57 | 1576,97 2 12 56
ann T59R. 6% o b3 TR | 389A,.52 ] 4 430 TI9T.21 T LE] 5T | 17197.04 Z E] 57
410 368R,6 1 1 2R | 320R.55 1 3 28 410 3772 2 2 57 | 7617.11 2 6 57
420 3177%,56 1 z 58 | 371R.59 1 1 58 az20 ’ 7557.13 2 5 57 | 7437.17 2 3 57
430 3268,53 1 4 2R | 3628.62 1 0 28 430 1737.06 2 ] 57 | 71257.24 2 0 57
440 3958,5 ! 5 58 | 3532.66 0 58 38 440 7916.99 2 1 56 | 7077.31 1 57 57
450 4048, 46 1 7 28 | 3448.69 0 57 28 450 8096,92 2 14 56 | 6897.3r 1 54 57
460 413R,43 1 2 58 | 338,72 0 55 58 469 | 2276 ,86 2 17 56 | 6717.45 1 51 57
470 4228,39 1 10 28 | 3268.76 0 54 28 410 R456,79 2 20 56 | €537.52 1 R 57
480 4318,36 1 1 58 | t17a,79 0 %2 9 490 A536,72 2 23 56 | 6357,58 1 45 57
490 4408, 32 1 13 28 | 1pae,s3 0 5 ;gu 8816,65 2 26 56 | 6177,65 1 42 57
500 4458 ,29 I T4 TR [ R996.58 2 29 56 | 5997.712 1 15 57
510 45P%, 26 1 16 23 0 510 9176.51 2 32 56 | 517,79 1 36 57
520 4679 ,22 1 17 58 0 520 9356.44 2 35 56 | 5637.86 1 33 57
530 4762,19 1 19 28 ] 530 9536.38 2 39 56 | 5457.93 1 30 57
540 4R5%, 15 1 20 58 0 540 9716,31 2 al 56 | 5277.99 1 27 57
550 4948, 12 1 22 28 0 550 9296.24 2 a4 56 | 509%.06 1 24 58
560 5038.09 1 23 58 0 860 10076.2 2 a7 56 | 4918.13 1 21 58
570 5128.05 1 25 28 0 570 10256, 1 2 50 56 | 4732.2 1 IR 58
590 5218,02 1 26 58 0 580 10436 2 53 56 | 4558.27 1 15 58
590 5307,98 1 28 27 0 590 10616 2 56 55 | 437=.34 1 12 58
600 5397.95 1 29 i 0 €00 19795.9 z 55 55 [ 4198.4 T ] 58
610 5487.91 1 51 217 0 610 10975.8 3 2 55 | 401R.47 1 § 58
620 5517.8% 1 32 37 0 620 11155.8 3 s 55 | 3a3e,54 1 3 58
630 5667,85 1 54 21 0 €30 11335,7 3 " 55 | 365R.61 1 0 58
640 5757.81 1 35 57 0 649 11515.6 3 11 55 | 3a78.68 0 57 58
650 5847,78 1 37 27 0 650 11695.6 3 14 55 | 329%.75 0 54 58
660 5937,74 1 in 57 0 €60 11975.5 3 17 55 | 3118.81 0 51 S8
670 6027.71 1 40 217 0 §70 12055.4 3 20 55 | z93e,.8@ 0 48 58
€20 6117,68 | 4] 57 0 §%0 12235,4 3 23 $s. | 2753.95 0 45 58
690 6207.64 1 43 21 690 17415,3 3 26 55 | 2573,02 0 42 59
700 297.61 1 a4 5 A 12595.2 3 7N 5| £530.09 () 15 55
710 6387,57 1 46 27 0 740 12775.1 2 32 55 | 2217.186 0 36 59
720 6477.54 1 a7 57 g 120 12955.1 3 35 55 | 2039.22 0 33 5%
730 €567.51 1 49 27 | 929.647 15 29 130, 135135 3 33 55 | 1257.29 2 30 59
742 6657,47 ! 50 57 | n39.6%1 0 15 - 59 740 13314.9 3 al s4a | 1679.36 0 27 %9
75 S747,44 1 52 Al | T43.715 0 12 29 750 13454,9 3 44 54 | 1499.43 0 24 59
7€) (O%7.4 ! 53 57 | 859.74% n 10 59 760 13674.% 3 a7 sS4 | 1319.% 0 21 59
77" AI0T.AT7 1 55 27 | 569.723 n 9 29 770 13854, 7 3 50 54 | 1139.57 0 I8 59
29 017,33 | 56 57 | 479.817 ] 7 59 780 14034,7 3 53 54 | 959.635 0 15 59
791 7107, 3 1 58 27 | 329,852 0 [ 29 790 14214,6 3 56 54 | 775,703 0 1259
a0 TIoT, 27 1 53 b 299.8%26 [+] 4 59 D] T4%54,.5 i 1l LE] 5a 599,772 0 9 59
aln 72p7.23% 2 1 27 | 209.92 0 3 29 810 14574,5 4 2 54 | 415.%4 0 6 59
’20 73717.2 2 2 - 119,954 ] 1 59 ]20 14754, 4 4 5 54 239,908 (1] L 59
230 7467.16 2 4 27 | 29,9793 o 0 29 R30 14934,3 A ” 54 | 59.9766 0 0 59
240 7557.13 2 5 37 { 840 15114,3 4 1 54

READY BEAnY
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(A COLUMN DEVOTED TO THE EVALUATION OF VIDEO TAPES AVAILABLE FOR THE HOME MARKET)
First, some personal words to express my appreciation for the opportunity to become your video tape reviewer for

The Videophile's Newsletter, and bossman, Jim Lowe,
western film for other publications.

Some of you readers may know me from my articles on the
The western has been my staple (or should I say "stable”) since childhood.

I've met many of the great cowboy actors, continue to communicate with some, and own a healthy collection of films

and tapes from this genre.

i My review work for TVN will not exclusively cover the western film.

I am very much

aware that there are other subjects on video tape, and will attempt to give equal Space to a variety of titles.

i A year ago, I was one of many who scoffed at the entire video tape concept.

Never would I consider going tape.

Today, I am one of video tape's greatest champions.

A "flash in the pan," so I thought.
In fact, I'll go so far

as to say that the celluloid gang will be taking a back seat to tape in a matter of 5 years, especially if progress

continues toward the expected good quality, large-screen TV projectors.

i So much for me...let's review.

Y All tapes reviewed were Beta II format, but are also available in VHS format.

THE FLYING DEUCES (RKO Radio--1939)

Credits: Cast--Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Jean
Parker, Reginald Gardiner, James Finlayson. Producer--
Boris Morros. Director--Edward Sutherland.

Story: Oliver Hardy, jilted by the girl he loves,
becomes despondent and wants to commit suicide. Stan
is willing to help him leave this world, but is reluc-
tant to accompany him. Fortunately, tragedy is averted
when a Foreign Legionnaire persuades them to enlist in
the Legion to forget. The pair make somewhat ineffi-
cient soldiers and, as a climax to their misdeeds, are
sentenced to be shot at dawn. They escape in an air-
plane, but after a wild ride it crashes. Laurel es-
capes unhurt, but Hardy is killed, only to reappear
almost instantly, reincarnated as a horse.

Evaluation: This is one of the better quality
tapes I have viewed from Tom Dunnahoo's Thunderbird
Films. This tape is packaged in the standard manufac-
turer's box and identified with the accompanying "peel"
label, with a typewritten title placed on the edge and
top of the cassette. The Flying Deuces is one of the
most underrated of all Laurel and Hardy titles. It's
not the best, but far, far from the worst. The movie
features numerous new gags and routines, along with the
"stock"™ L & H comedy capers, all interwoven into a
delightful plot. 1It's a good buy for anyone.

Source: Thunderbird Films, Box 65157, Los
Angeles, CA 90065

HELLFIRE (Republic Pictures--1948)

Credits: Cast--William Elliott, Marie Windsor,
Forest Tucker, Jim Davis. Producer--William O'Sullivan.
Director--R.G. Springsteen.

Story: William Elliott, while playing poker in a
rowdy saloon, is caught at cheating. As the group of
victimized card players are about to hang Elliott, a
minister intervenes and is accidentally shot. Elliott
escapes with the critically injured man, who with his
dying words tells him that he was committed to building
a church in this wild frontier community. Elliott pro-
mises that he will carry on with the minister's project.
At this point, Elliott proceeds to attempt to locate
funds for the project using honest means, but he has
little success with such a dishonest population. Then,
Elliott has a chance meeting with a woman outlaw, Doll
Brown (played by Marie Windsor), who has a $5,000 price
tag on her head and is being trailed by U.S. Marshal
Forest Tucker and some badmen under the leadership of
Jim Davis. Elliott decides that this is the source of
his church money. Rather than force Doll to surrender,
or actually capture her, he attempts to "convince" her
that she should surrender. An exciting series of events
set the stage for an outstanding climax which results
in Doll "seeing the light" and saving the Marshal, and
we assume Elliott gets the reward money to build the
promised church.

Evaluation: Hellfire has to be the most "differ-
ent"” western movie I have ever seen. At times, you
would almost believe this film to be the product of a
religious organization (which is not the case). There
are numerous direct quotes or readings from the Good
Book, and a demonstration of inspiring faith exhibited
by William Elliott. All is done in good taste and
should not offend anyone of any conviction. In fact,
if anything, the motion picture should be an inspira-
tion to anyone who sees it. Elliott, who graduated
from good medium-budget B westerns to high-budget B+
westerns, has ofttimes been compared with William S.
Hart. Hellfire is definitely a Hart-type vehicle, with
Elliott turning in a Hart-type performance...intense,
sober, determined. This Trucolor videocassette is of
superb quality and is packaged in a custom box with a
special label. Any Bill Elliott fan would prize this
tape. Those who desire a movie with a moral will
particularly approve.

Source: The Nostalgia Merchant, 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
Suite 1019, Hollywood, CA 90028

HELL'S ANGELS (United Artists--1930)

Credits: Cast--Ben Lyon, James Hall, Jean Harlowe,
John Darrow, Lucien Prival, Frank Clarke. Producer--
Caddo Company. Director--Howard Hughes.

Background: The drama and realism of Hell's Angel's,
as unfolded on the screen, was obtained not only at un-
paralleled expense, but after 3 years of the most spec-
tacular filming on record. In the fall of 1926, Howard
Hughes decided to produce a super motion picture that
would glorify and perpetuate the exploits of Allied and
German airmen during World War I. A story distinguished
by its originality and historic fidelity was completed
and plans were made to film it on an epic scale.

Hughes obtained the services of more than 100 expert
pilots, including some of America's foremost stunt
fliers. Time and again there were forced landings, ac-
cidental crack-ups, and mid-air collisions. The front
pages of newspapers throughout the country blazed with
news of miraculous escapes of the daredevil pilots who
risked their lives to provide thrills for movie fans.
Two fliers did lose their lives in the production--Al
Johnston and Phil Jones.

Hell's Angels began as a silent film in 1926, but
Hughes decided to add sound with the arrival of the
"talkies" a year later. All the nonflying portions of
the picture were refilmed and the dramatic sequences
were all retaken with sound. Miss Greta Nissen, because
of her foreign accent, was replaced with Miss Jean
Harlowe, who makes her screen debut in this picture.
When the film was finally completed, it had cost over
$4 million, more than 20,000 persons had taken part in
its making, and more than 3 million feet of film had
run through the cameras.



Evaluation: This is the aviation film/tape to end
all aviation films/tapes. And, considering its vintage,
that's saying a lot. No gquestion about it, Hell'’'s
Angels is the best "flying" movie I have ever seen.

The story is good, but the action is super superlative.
No wonder Jean Harlowe became a star with this, her
first film. She steals the show from the acting stand-
point.” Plus, Thunderbird does a nifty prologue-type
thing at the outset of this tape: You see footage of
the premiere ceremonies of the film, with Miss Harlowe,
making comments on the movie. The quality of the tape
is very good, much better than many more recent releases
I've seen on tape. The cassette is packaged and labeled
with the manufacturer's box and label. Anybody who
likes movies should own Hell's Angels.

Source: Thunderbird Films, Box 65157, Los
Angeles, CA 90065

IN OLD CALIENTE (Republic Pictures--1939)

Credits: Cast--Roy Rogers, George Hayes, Mary
Hart, Jack LaRue, Harry Woods. Producer/Director--Joe
Kane.

Story: Roy Rogers is sent by Don Miguel Vargas,
wealthy 1853 California landowner, to Sacramento to sell
the Don's cattle. On the way back, bandits steal the
cattle money. In order to divert suspicion from him-
self, Manuel Delgado, foreman of the ranch and secret
head of the bandits, convinces Don Miguel that the
members of an American wagon train camped nearby, led by
Roy's old friend Gabby, are guilty. Roy proceeds to
help them prove their innocence. Roy and Gabby discover
the hideout, recover the gold, and start to return it,
but Delgado captures Roy and takes him to the Don as
prisoner. While Don Miguel is questioning Roy, Delgado
kills the Don and blames Roy. Roy escapes and finally
proves that Delgado is the murderer and bandit leader.
The gang is captured and all ends well.

Evaluation: A vast number of the very early Rogers
titles are now being offered by Mark Lamberti and his
Syndicate Films. I've seen many and, to this point,

In 0ld Caliente emerges as my favorite. I am especial-
ly impressed by the Pacific shore setting, a location
not used in too many B westerns. The climactic
Rogers-LaRue fight in the salt water is a super se-
quence. The entire story line and performances are on
an adult level. Picture and sound quality are of the
typical high Syndicate Films' standards. This is a
must-have tape for all fans of the movie west.

Source: Syndicate Films, Inc., 7411 Hines Pl.,
Suite 117, Dallas, TX 75235

NIGHTMARE FESTIVAL (trailer collection)

Evaluation: This almost 2-hour collection of hor-
ror and science fiction trailers is strictly for people
who enjoy "previews of coming attractions." Further-
more, you had better have a strong stomach, since in-
cluded are some of the goriest scenes ever recorded on
film (or video tape). Just to drop a few titles on
you: Texas Chainsaw Massacre, Dr. Phibes, Count Yorga,
The House that Dripped Blood. A few "classics" are
included, such as Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde (Spenser Tracy),
The Day the Earth Stood Still, and The Incredible
Shrinking Man. This videocassette is done by "Mr.
Trailer" himself, Tom Dunnahoo, of Thunderbird. Tom
has built a big business with super 8mm sound trailers,
and it looks like he's off and running with tape. The
overall quality of the tape was quite good. The color
trailers look good and bloody.

Source: Thunderbird Films, Box 65157, Los-
Angeles, CA 90065

SUNSET SERENADE (Republic Pictures--1942)

Credits: Cast--Roy Rogers, George Hayes, Helen
Parrish, Onslow Stevens, Joan Woodbury, Sons of the
Pioneers. Producer/Director--Joseph Kane.

Story: A scheming housekeeper named Vera Martin
is ordered to vacate the Bagley Ranch, over which she has

held sway since Bagley's death. Bagley has left the
ranch to his nephew instead of to Vera as she had ex-
pected. Adjoining ranch owner, Greg Jackson, arrives

to offer his sympathy to her, and a possible way out.

He plans to divert the river above the Bagley ranch to
his property, to rustle all the Bagley cattle, and to
fake a mortgage on the ranch. The new owner will be
beaten before he arrives. Roy, Gabby, and the Sons of
the Pioneers, a roving band of troubadours, pass through
the country just as Sylvia Clark arrives with her ward,
Bagley's 1 year old nephew. They all arrive at the
ranch just as Vera and Jackson are completing the frame-
up. Roy is suspicious, and he and his friends decide
to remain and help Miss Clark. As expected, all wrongs
are righted--the cattle returned, the dam destroyed,

the mortgage proven spurious, and Jackson and Vera
apprehended.

Evaluation: This is another of Syndicate Films'
fine quality, early Roy Rogers titles. 1I'm thoroughly
sold on this tape for one reason alone--the Sons of the
Pioneers. But you get more than enjoyable cowboy songs.
There's plenty of action, a reasonably good story, and
a few laughs thrown in. I should report that Syndicate
uses custom labels on their wares, which are placed on
the tape manufacturers cassette containers. Titles are
typed on standard labels. Any fan of Roy and Gabby
will like Sunset Serenade.

Source: Syndicate Films, Inc., 7411 Hines Pl.,
Suite 117, Dallas, TX 75235

THE THING (RKO Pictures--1951)

Credits: Cast--James Arness, Margaret Sheridan,
Kenneth Tobey, Robert Cornthwaite, Dewey Martin,
Douglas Spencer. Producer--Howard Hawks. Director--
Christian Nyby.

Story: A crew of Air Force men stationed in
Anchorage, Alaska, are ordered to fly to an area at the
North Pole where a group of scientists, working in the
sub-zero climate, have detected an unusual radiation
reading near their station. The group goes to the
radiated area. A "flying saucer" is detected in the
frozen surface underfoot and a body is discovered fro-
zen within the ice nearby. The body is removed, still
in the large cake of ice, and returned to the research
station. By accident, the ice thaws and "the thing"
escapes its frozen confines to begin inflicting death
and destruction on the persons and animals at this
isolated spot in the frozen North. The "thing" is
finally destroyed with an extreme concentration of
electricity, and all ends well.

Evaluation: 1 first remember seeing The Thing at
a theater during my college days in the early 50's. I
liked the movie then, and it still holds up now. This
film was a sort of "leader" for numerous science fic-
tion dramas which would follow, but never match, the
film in quality of production. Here is a motion pic-
ture which casted all little known actors (and an
actress), including the upstart, James Arness, who only
had to growl and look terrifying in his title role.

But with excellent production techniques, perfect musi-
cal score by Dimitri Tiomkin, and fine acting efforts
by the unknown cast, a good movie was the result. The
tape I reviewed was of good quality in every respect.

Source: The Nostalgia Merchant, 6255 Sunset Blvd.,

Suite 1019, Hollywood, CA 90028

TRAIL OF ROBIN HOOD (Republic Pictures--1950)
Credits: Cast--Roy Rogers, Penny Edwards, Gordon
Jones, Jack Holt, Foy Willing and the Riders of the
Purple Sage, and guest stars Rex Allen, Allan Lane,
Monte Hale, William Farnum, Tom Tyler, Ray Corrigan,
Kermit Maynard, Tom Keene, and George Chesebro.
Producer~-Edward J. White. Director--William Whitney.
Story: From his big city offices, J. Corwin Al-
dridge, Christmas tree tycoon, sends word to his con=
tract agent, Mitch McCall, to sign up all the tree
growers in his area. Mitch signs up all but Jack Holt,



oldtime western movie star and owner of the most acreage
in the area, who intends to sell his trees at much
lower prices than the Aldridge group so that everyone
can afford them. When Mitch fails to line up Holt,
Aldridge sends his attractive daughter, Toby, to see
him, but Roy Rogers, district chief of the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, foils Toby's pitch. Mitch then
sets in motion a plot to prevent Jack from getting his
trees to market and to double cross Aldridge, sell the
cuttings he's contracted for, and disappear with the
proceeds. Mitch scares off all Jack's helpers except
Roy and a few friends so Jack won't have drivers to get
his trees to market, but Jack's cowboy friends show up
to take over the driving chores. Mitch makes a final
attempt to stop the shipment by setting fire to a
bridge, but Roy subdues him. In the end, Aldridge is
convinced that it's better to do business with a man
like Jack Holt than the racketeers who wanted lotsa $$§.
Evaluation: Trail of Robin Hood is the first
color "dealer" video tape I have viewed. I can heap
nothing but praise on Snuff Garret's Nostalgia Merchant
product. What quality! This Trucolor tape feature
offers something for everyone--action, comedy, music,
entertaining plot, scenic beauty, and a cast that in-
cludes some pretty impressive names in B western circles.
Near the climax of the movie, as all the past and pres-
ent western stars are arriving to help Jack Holt, George
Chesebro, a perpetual "heavy" in hundreds of westerns,
makes the scene to offer his services--one of the most

delightful comedy bits in the picture. The tape comes
packaged in a custom box, with special label, and is
a video tape that everyone should enjoy having.

Source: The Nostalgia Merchant, 6255 Sunset Blvd.,
5uitel0l9, Hollywood, CA 90028
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY PERSONAL: The follow-
ing is a list of titles I am looking for on Beta II or
VHS (for a JVC) formats. If you have any of these
titles, I will be happy to trade, tape for tape, from
my large, recorded-from-excellent-cable-TV collection:
SON OF LASSIE, SEQUOIA, THE GUNFIGHTER (Peck), WAGON-
MASTER, BROKEN ARROW, KIT CARSON, HANG 'EM HIGH, the
early Weismuller Tarzan titles, any of the Jon Hall/
Maria Montez series, SADDLETRAMP, NAKED SPUR, THE
PLAINSMAN (Cooper), UNION PACIFIC, VIRGINIA CITY,
ROBIN HOOD (Flynn), SEA HAWK, and any Tom Mix sound
features.

MY SPECIAL FOR THIS ISSUE...The full length, uncut
version of MY PAL TRIGGER, with Roy Rogers, Dale Evans,
George Hayes, and the Sons of the Pioneers. The qual-
ity of this legal tape is excellent, professionally
chained on professional equipment. Beta X2--$30
VHS--§35 (Please add $2 for shipping.) TED REINHART,
Edgewater Acres, Alexandria, PA 16611

J. Lowe
Chips In

INSTANT REPLAY (#1)
PApapapIpIpIpapap

Content: Entitled "Magical Tour of Television",
this one-hour tape represents the debut of a very ambiti-
ous project, that of mass producing for sale to subscribers
a video cassette in magazine-style format. Twenty segments
covering a wide variety of subject matter are included.
They range from Czechoslovakian animation to Bishop Fulton
J. Sheen. Even a clip from the '30s of TV pioneer, Philo
T. Farnsworth, taken from a recent CBS News feature.

Evaluation: Like everything else in life, the tape,
as a whole, is a little uneven, so you would probably
cheer for a segment that I may have yawned through. The
best segments, in my view, were those which featured
competitive hotdog skiing, the human light show juggler,
the trained apes (very funny).and aclassic Betty Furness
live refrigerator commercial in which the door to the darn
thing simply refuses to open. Overall, this first issue
is most interesting, if a bit expensive ($80 last time I
heard, but you may want to check with 'em). The copy I
reviewed was on Zenith Betamax tape, and the picture
quality is uniformly quite good, especially considering
the diverse sources from which the tape was assembled.
The experience is a visual one, there is no narrative,
and the edits between segments are sharp. I would have
liked fading between features, but you may prefer the
quick cuts utilized here. The package includes printed
notes which explain the source and content of each seg-
ment, as well as brief instructions on performing various
video techniques yourself. A publication such as "INSTANT
REPLAY" is a.logical extension of home video as a serious
endeavor. President Charles Azar assures me that he has
cleared all the contents so far as copyright is concerned.
The potential of this sort of thing is boundless. I'd
like to see it get the kind of support that it needs.

Source: Instant Replay, 4149 Bonita Ave., Coconut
Grove, Florida 33133
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VANISHING POINT (20th Century-Fox-- 1971)

Credits: Cast--Barry Newman, Cleavon Little,

Dean Jagger, Gilda Texter (!). [The tape says "Charlotte
Rampling”, but shouldn't] Director-- Richard Sarafian.

Story: For those who would want it, the uncomplex
plot of this minor B "classic" is rather well known.
It's the free-spirited individual asserting himself
once again against the hostile establishment--this time
in the person of an auto driver (Newman) who is deter-
mined to drive from Denver to San Francisco in record
time, the speed limit, et al, not withstanding. Encour-
agement comes from the likes of a blind supersoul disc
jockey (Little) at station KOW and various other counter
culture types. The film includes fantasy fulfillment
au jus for those who are interested in beautiful nude
motorcyclists, and the ending is sobering to say the
least.

Evaluation: This is one of the original fifty 20th
Century-Fox films duplicated by Magnetic Video Corpora-
tion and scld through many dealers. The tape is pack-
aged in a rather unsubstantial slip case which has a
picture and text printed on it, in much the same manner
as B-track audio cassettes. Biggest drawback, for my
money, is that the tape is Scotch brand and the recorded
image suffers from the considerable number of dropouts
that are not uncommonly expected with this brand. If
you deliberately buy Scotch tape (I have 3 cases myself)
you can save a little money and live with the dropouts,
but it seems to me that if you pay $40 to $50 for a
prerecorded cassette, you have the right to expect that
it will be tape of the highest possible quality. Not a
very smart way for Magnetic Video to cut corners, in my
view. Aside from this, I thought the X2 picture quality
was quite good. Also, since standard L-500 cassettes
are used, there is blank tape on the end that you can
use for whatever you like. In this case, the film runs
99 minutes, so 26 remains. It does come with the lit-
tle tab punched out, so you have to put a piece of ad-
hesive tape over the hold before you can record on that
blank section. [If the previous sentence is confusing,
see the treatment of the subject in the "For Beginners
Only" column.] Incidentally, the film is the complete
theatrical release, uncut, uncensored, and uninterrupted.

Source: Available from many dealers in Beta X2
and VHS formats.



TRANSFERS TO VIDEO TAPE

VHS to BETA (x2) $6.00/hr.
BETA (x2) to VHS $6.00/hr.

Super 8 Movie to VHS or BETA (x2)

50’ reels $12.95
200’ reels $18.95
400’ reels $27.95
Ea. add’l 100’ add $3.49

Background Music Added

First Hour $8.95
Each add’l hr. add $4.95

Florida residents add 4% sales tax.
PLEASE! — No Material Protected By Copyright!

These prices are for transfers only and do not

include the price of the video tape. We can supply

quality tape at 10% off list price or you may ship

your own blanks to be used.

All workmanship & materials are highest

quality and your satisfaction is guaranteed!

CONNELLY CORPORATION
P.O.Box 1164, Palm Beach, FL 33480



Robert C. Kyle’s “VTR ISOLATOR”

We are always pleased to receive well prepared articles which offer practical technical instructions in terms

that your editor can understand.
TVN #12.

have seen it in action and not from me.
lazy or afraid...to do it themselves.
electronic shop and receive the necessary parts.

Up until now, the only way I have seen to
connect two video tape recorders together is
by connecting the output of one machine to the
input of the second machine. Such a setup,
while adequate, is very limited since machine
#2 is dependent upon the output of machine #1,
and the television set is dependent upon the
output of machine #2. This means that, if
machines #1 and #2 are in the record mode,
only machine #2 can be monitored since, if we
try to monitor machine #1, machine #2 receives
a sloppy signal--ergo sloppy recording.

The VTR ISOLATOR makes it possible for two
machines to be connected to one antenna or
cable source and to be played through one
television set independently of each other.
With this device you can monitor either
machine #1 or #2 without disturbing the signal
of the other. And, by turning machine #2 to
channel 3, you can dub tapes off machine #1
while monitoring either machine #1 or #2.

UTR Isolator ~ © =y o e

S
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Referring to the diagram: The antenna output
is connected to one of the "two set" couplers
(Cl). One of the terminals of Cl is connected
to the input of machine #l1. The other termi-
nal is connected to one of the poles of S1, a
double-pole-double-throw switch. The output
of machine #1 is connected to the "antenna"
terminal of the other two set coupler (C2).
One of the terminals of C2 is connected to the
other pole of S1 and the other is connected to

one of the poles of 52, the second double-pole-
The switch lead (the con-

double-throw switch.
nection made to theé switch handle) of Sl is
connected to the input of machine #2.

pole of S2.
to the input of the television set. Not shown
in the diagram (but appearing on my setup) is

the UHF output of machine #2 connected to the

UHF input of the television set. If UHF is

The out-
put of machine #2 is connected to the remaining
The switch lead of S2 is connected

This issue we present a welcome addition to the "Hooking Up" suggestions in
Robert C. Kyle, of ROBKYE CINE ASSOCIATES, speaking of his VTR isolator writes:

"Though I am prone to boast at times, I can truthfully say that all accolades of this device come from those who

I have built four of these little devils so far for those who are too
*...I have included...a diagram which any idiot can take to his/her friendly
But there are going to be those out there in video land who are
willing to let "Bob do it" so to keep your already overloaded mailbox less overloaded you can put my address at
the end of the article and have your readers direct all questions and inquiries to me personally.
word as a small businessman and writer (I do a weekly column for a newspaper here in the twin cities) that I will
answer all letters - even those that do not enclose a stamped self addressed envelope.
an hour of casual labor to put one of those things together - once you have all the parts you need."

I give you my

*...It only takes about

big in your area, just connect the UHF and
VHF outputs of machines #1 and #2 to UHF/
VHF signal splitters and add a signal split-
ter to the television input.

The antenna input is from a Colorcraft antenna
and both machines play through a Sankyo 19"
color TV set. Both machine inputs are by UHF/
VHF signal splitters. If UHF is not a big
thing in your area, you can forget the split-
ters until it is. They can be added at any
time with no difficulty.

To make it easier to describe how well the
isolator works, let me "label" the poles of
S1 and S2. I will call the two poles of Sl
"Pr. C1" (from Cl) and "Fr. C2" ‘{from C2).
The two poles of S2 are called "Fr. C2" (from
C2) and "Mach. 2" (machine #2 output). We
can now set up a table showing the possibil-
ities of operation.

Machine #1 Switch #1 Machine #2 Switch #2 Television
A | .
Record mode *rz..C1* OFF “rr. 2" Channel 3
monitor TV

|
By Pt

- " Reco. -
OFF Fr. Cl !mm’r v |™ach. 2* | Channel 3
;. (
Record mode *Fr. C1" | Record mode |"Pr. c@” Channel 3
monitor TV
D. | [
- « | Recordmode |, ¥

Record mode Fr. Cl | monitor v | Mach, 2 Channel 3

1
E. I
Playback mode| "Fr. C2" | Record mode |"Fr. C2" Channel 3
monitor TV | tune Ch. 3

!
|
Playback mode| "Fr. C1" | Record mode |"Fr. C2* Channel 3
monitor TV J-oft-t.hn-air

T
G.
Record mode "Pr. C1" [ Playback mode"Mach. 2" | Channel 3
off-the-air | monitor TV

:
i ?
Record mode “Fr. C1" |Record mode |"Mach. 2" | View any
off-the-air off-the-air channel

|

I hope this gives you some idea of the possi-
bilities made available with the isolator.
Setups A and B are for using either machine
by itself. Setup C is for when you want to
record two different orograms--at different
times on the same channel, at the same time
on different channels, or at different times
on different channels. Setup D is the same
as C, except you monitor machine #2 instead
of machine #1 as you do in setup C. Setup E



is for dubbing from machine #1 to machine #2
while monitoring machine #1. I don't know
why, but with this setup you get a much bet-
ter picture by monitoring machine #1 while
dubbing tapes. Setups F and G are for re-
cording on one machine while playing a tape
on the other, and setup H is for recording
two different programs while watching a
third--all at the same time.

The isolator is built from simple television
parts and a couple of double-pole-double-throw
switches. I used the inexpensive knife switches
so that all connections could be made with a
screwdriver. 300 ohm twin-lead wire is the

only wire used in connecting the two couplers,
switches, machine inputs and outputs and the
television set.

The two RCA Selectavision recorders I used
came with the necessary 75 ohm-300 ohm match-

ing transformers. If your machines are not
so equipped, you will have to purchase two

of them. I should add that if you use the
more expensive toggle switches you will need
to solder the connections as well as drill
holes in the "black box" that holds all this
mess together. I used Duco Cement for the
switches and had all connections terminate at
a 10 pole barrier strip. This helps a lot in
keeping order among the jumble of wires.

Assembly of the isolator is not difficult,
but the leads should be kept as short as
possible, while at the same time the two
switches should be placed as far apart from
each other as possible. Total cost of the
parts is about $20. If you care to have one
assembled, write me at Robkye Cine Associates,
3940 Oakland Ave. So., Minneapolis, MN 55407,
and we can figure out a price which will be
amenable to both of us.
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Michigan Update

Mr. Media is on vacation. But we do have o

a snapshot and letter penned from 30,000
feet over Indiana, some of which follows...

I've talked a lot about how terrific video people are, and with each

issue of TVN I hear from more interesting folks all over the country
Jim Lowe has really created a monster, a friendly monster,
Ray Glasser, the chief

and Canada!
mind you, that links hundreds of us together.

of the "VCO" (Video Collectors of Ohio) paid me a visit in early August.
What with visits to MAGNETIC VIDEO, GENERAL TELEVISION, countless radio
and TV stations, and introductions to other videophiles, he shall not

forget his stop in MICHIGAN, even though to us "die hard" football fans
OHIO is a four-letter word. The picture is Ray (left) and yours truly.

Who says there are no female videophiles? I know several -- and one,

in particular, in San Francisco, is really nice. [What have we here, Art?
C'mon 'fess up lad. -- Ed.] Video is for everyone, regardless of sexual
preference.

1'd like to wrap this up with my definition of a videophile: Usually
male, 21 to 39 years old, often single (because they spend so much time
with their MACHINES they have little time to be sociable), rarely look
the way they sound on the phone, rarely sound the way they write in TVN
or letters, are hospitable, trustworthy, generally reliable, and all have
enormous telephone bills: [art, you've pegged me right on every count
except spending time with the machine (too much time spent hacking

this darn thing out) and having a big phone bill. Heck, I just wait

for you guys to call me. --Ed.] 1In closing, I am getting more empty
Betamax boxes. If you need some let me know. Always good to hear

from you. Phone is (313) 434-2712. I have the Sony 3210 B & W camera
(in photo) up for sale -- very reasonable. That's my wise words 'til next issue.
. . . Canada, cont'd
personally, so please write to my new box. *** Salute of
the Month: to Joe Mazzini, who really cares about video
people, and who takes time to write in detail. The great
part of his work is the research he does to make names and
places available to readers. Joe, you are too much. Keep
up the fine work, we really appreciate it. *** I shall
report on Video Tape Directory International next time.

I do hope they are not connected to Universal or Disney.
Because of price, many are abandoning the 16mm projector,
film and screen for the VIDEO format, in order to get the
films they could NEVER buy legally in 16mm or 8mm. The
trade-in market and the used market are not even open yet
in Canada. Trade-ins have just begun here. *** Nostalgia
Merchant and other smart ones are releasing their wares or
video tape. Smart move, more will follow. *** The Jiffy

Keep your heads clean.

trade show here will show all the new goodies. The Elec-
tronic Educational Showplace show in Toronto this Fall may
show something new at last. The natives are getting rest-
less. *** Answer to the guestion often asked: "Does Jim
Lowe edit your stuff?” . No, he never has, and every
word I write is printed in toto. [You are too generous
with me, Ralph. Your contributions, as those of everyone
else, have been the subject of light editing, and even
occasional surgery. Every word may be printed in "toto"
(I am unfamiliar with the title), but not in TVN. I do,
however, resist putting words in anyone's mouth. --Ed.]

Of course, all opinions are those of the writer and not
necessarily those of the publisher of this foremost video
publication. ***Letters still average 10 to 12 a day, so
keep them coming. I find now I will have to send out an

"0" mail bag is still the best for shipping, but do not
try to reuse, they cannot take the pace. *** If I get en-
ough requests for it, I shall print and publish a complete
list of my text book library on films. There are over 300
and it will be quite a job. Also, where to buy them at
discount prices. *** I am still looking for early SCREEN
WORLD issues. I have just received word that the first 10
volumes were printed only in paperback. *** LOOKING THRU
THE KEYHOLE" -- Stop sending letters offering money for
services rendered. I, nor any of my friends are interest-
ed. We trade tapes of yours we want and you get tapes of
ours you want and that's it. *** In August, Panasonic

information sheet on all the most popular questions asked
me each month. *** A closing thought: Film has its place,
it will NEVER be replaced (there are too many l1l6émm pro-
jectors and films) but it is an asset to video, a compan-
ion of the future (not so for Super and regular Bmm, ex-
cept porno films) and the Video Disc will be an asset to
the video tape recorder for transfer and editing. The
only problem, as I see it, is a video projector at $900,
that will lock as good as 16mm in size and quality. Until
next time, Keep the force.

RALPH GORDON
P.O. Box 5037, Ottawa, Ontario Station F CANADA
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Helical video recording systems, by their very nature,
are dependent upon the length of the video track for

correct reproduction of the video signal. Any change
in the length of the track between the time it is re-
corded and the time it is played back is "skew error."

With the advent of the 3/4" U-Matic and the 1/2" home
recording systems, increasing demands are being placed
on the video tape media for better dimensional stabil-
ity to assure proper video track length. The lower
machine tensions have greatly decreased the amount of
playback correction available, for example, the 3/4"
format has a correction range of only ¥ 2.5microseconds,
while many of the Beta and VHS format machines have no
adjustable playback tension control and, hence, no
correction range.

Dimensional errors caused by uncorrected playback of
video track are called skew errors. Skew refers to what
is seen on the monitor when the picture at the video
head switching point is not matched up vertically, but
offset to the left or right. This is caused by the
playback track length of the machine being different
from the video track previously recorded on the tape.
Skew error may also be called tension error.

Electronically, skew error produces a timing error or
time displacement of the horizontal sync pulses at the
video head switching point. Visually on a monitor, this
offsets the picture image to the left or right at the
same point. If the picture is displaced to the left,
the video track on the tape is longer than the playback
length of the machine. If the picture is offset to the
right, the video track of the tape is shorter than the
playback length of the machine.

The degree of noticeable occurrence of skew error is
also dependent upon the type of television receiver
used. Older monitors and receivers have longtime
constants in their horizontal scanning circuits and
this will cause the video to be displaced by as many
as 100 lines. This amount of noticeable distortion is
quite visible. Newer monitors or receivers, with
shorter time constants, can correctly place the video
with only a slight distortion.

(7

SHORT TIME CONSTANT
(NEWER MONITOR)

LONG TIME CONSTANT
(OLDER MONITOR)

Skew error can be caused by tape or machine. Machine-
induced skew error can be caused by incorrect tension
or by dimensional changes related to machine tempera-
ture. Tape-induced skew error can be caused by revers-
ible dimensional changes (temporary), as in thermal
expansion or contraction, or nonreversible dimensional
changes (permanent) as in polyester backing shrinkage.
These differences in dimension are quite small, but a
skew error of only 7 microseconds can show excessive
picture distortion and timing errors in older monitors
and receivers.

Machine-induced skew errors can be caused by "incorrect
tensions." Incorrect tape tension around the drum will
stretch or relax the tape, which in turn will lengthen
.or shorten the video track. The type of tension that
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is critical depends upon the particular machine format:
3/4" videocassette format, EIAJ type 1, and home-type
Beta and VHS format machines are examples of machines
in which the supply reel tension determines the track
length. The 1" IVC format is an example where take-up
reel tension determines track length.

Thermal expansion/contraction may be considered a source
of skew error since the tape and machine do not have
the same coefficient of expansion. It is to be noted
that machine tension control mechanisms can usually ac-
commodate the differences that result in normal tempera-
ture ranges.

Tape-induced skew error can be caused by the dimensions
of the tape changing over a period of time. The dimen-
sional change is due to thermal and hydroscopic pro-
perties of the tape, mainly related to the polyester
backing material. When backing is manufactured, it is
processed under controlled temperatures and tensions to
provide the desired strength properties. These pro-
perties are stable in a certain temperature, time, and
tension range. But, if any one of these variables
exceeds the acceptable range, the backing takes on a new
shape, usually longer if tension is exceeded and shorter
if temperature is exceeded. These dimensional changes
are considered nonreversible because the tension condi-
tions encountered in normal use do not reverse the
change and bring the tape back to its original length.
Experience has shown that the shrinkage-type of skew
error is most troublesome--second only to incorrect
record/playback tensions of the machines.

Shrinkage error is a function of time and temperature.
Experimental data have shown that any of the following
combinations of time and temperature will cause approxi-
mately the same amount of skew error due to shrinkage
of the backing.

TEMPERATURE TIME
27°¢c or 80°F 10 yrs.
3zgc or 90°F 1 yr.
40°C or 105°F 6 months
52°C or 125°F 24 hours
66°C or 150°F 1 hour

These climatic conditions may seem unlikely, but it is
not unusual for tapes in library storsge to be subjected
to constant temperatures in the 25-30 C range. It is
also not unusual for a tape to encounter 65°C for a
short time in the trunk of a car on a hot day.

The "writing speed" of the video tracks is so great that
it leaves very little margin for error in the track
length. Even a very small difference in the track will
make one machine's tape incompatible with another
machine of the same manufacture. The Beta format
machines seem to suffer less with this problem than
other formats because of the faster tape speed and
drum/head configuration differences, as explained in
TVN Issue #13. Many of the problems encountered by the
SelectaVision machines and other VHS formats can be
avoided, however, by taking proper care of your tapes.
The solutions are as follows:

(1) Don't store your tape in the sun (quite simple).

(2) Try to keep the area where you are recording
cool and at a constant humidity.

(3) Don't let your machine sit in the sun for long
periods before recording or playing tapes.

(4) Storing tapes in the glove compartment or trunk

of a car is suicide.

By Christopher T. Pearson
Data Provided by Scotch/3M Co.



The Best of Adult Film Entertainment
$99.95

Full length, uncut, Color and Sound. These
films are professionaly processed in our lab to
insure quality in transfer and Video. They are
avilable in any format 3/4'" Beta, V.H.S. reel.

Barbara's Broadcast

Sex in the Old West

It Happened in Hollywood

Linda's House Party

Happy Housewives

Deep Throat

The Devil and Miss Jones
S.M.—Prey of the Call Girl
S.M.—Command Performance
Bondage—Wonderful World of Love
Everything in it—Summer of Susan
Good Movie—Panty Man
***Stars—Our Last Fling

John Holmes—Liquid Lips

John Holmes—Tell them Johnny Wadds
Here

Boy Boy—Chained

Boy Boy—Crooked Arrangement
Daniel

Girls Early Sex Fantasies

X-Rated Swingers—Bob & Carol, and Ted
& Alice

The Sex Side of Racing—Grand Prix
Super Chick

Laura, Woman of Love

E Scent of Love

Only House in Town

House of Hookers

The Heist

Can Daughter Sit Tonight?

Who Killed Cock Robbin?

Big Beaver

Sweet Diane

Nympho Cycler

Hubby’s Gone a Hunting
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17 FILMS Discounted
Price
BABY SISTER S2I€ §7es5

ALL IN THE SEX ramiLY
PLEASURE ISLAND
ORIGY OF THE DOLLS

MY LITTLE SISTER
FOUR GIRLS IN TROUBLE
AVALON CALLING

SEX EXTORTIONIST
EAGER BEAVER

DEEP ENCOUNTER
FINISHING SCHOOL
THREE CHEERS FOR BJU
LOVELIES WAITING

COME AND GET IT

BLACK AND WHITE

HELL IN BED

MY SISTER EILEEN

mmovewan QINING OYY JO AL NIFHOS INVID MIN oYl dAeyaM

SPECIAL LOW SALE PRICE!
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FOXY FILMS, LTD.

proudly presents
EROTIC
VIDEO CASSETTES

Pleasure seekers are nappy and healthy. You
deserve to indulge more often. Just sit back, relax
and enjoy unbelievably arousing conversation and
action in privacy ... anytime ... anywhere. The
most popular new frontier in building pleasure
peaks. More than just a helping hand, this is the
ultimate sexual turn-on.

What does a sexually explicit female voice do to
you? What do the sounds of lovemaking do to
you? Why don't you find out! Order your favorite
adult film on a Video Cassette.

ORDER FORM
FOXY FILMS

P.0. Box 6808
Chicago, lllinois 60680

(312)664-7588-24 Hour Service, 7 days

B00—-621-8290, 24 hours, 7 days toll free

Please send me the Video Cassettes which |
have checked off in the catalog.

Total Film Order
Illinois residents add 5% sales tax
Total Film Order
O check a Money order Enclosed

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Phone

Allow 3-6 weeks for delivery

Signature:

| DECLARE THAT | AM AN ADULT BEING 21
YEARS OF AGE OR OVER, | desire to receive
sexually oriented materials. | am purchasing sexually
orientated material for my private use in my home and
will not furnish nor exhibit It to minors.| also believe
that such material does not offend the standards or
laws of the community in which | live. | am not a
ggstll inspector. Also | am not a member of any
lice Agency, nor am | looking to entrap anybody.

We Ship Anywhere.

Dealers & Sales Representatives Wanted—Distributorships
available, $25,000.00 required.

Dealers or Sales Reps., write in for wholesale price list.

Send in name and address, to be included on our monthly
mailing lists.

ATTENTION: Send $1.00 for our Big Catalogue of 1000s of Films

and how to get a Video Recorder Free.

Refundable on any order.
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SCIENCEFICTION:  —$50.00 d
Metropolis (1926! - S 7 Beau Hunks
VIDEO FILM WORLD 5w Eome
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Rocketship (1930, . SHEALEHGMME I | T A T i
{ s To Come (1930's, e os 7 Flying Deuces el &
INTERNATIONAL S . g
a Destination Saturn (1830°s). . . .. St e i = The Gold
Mars Attacks The World (1930°s) = Gilliver's
= His Girl Fi
Dfesents —$50.00 8 !n‘M ‘mw .................
e ; ; HORROR: My Favorite 184 ‘Eo':ﬂop. Dorothy Lamour
® Major Motion Pictures, from the uncut C. Yameyr 1932 Belatugos . ... .o § My Man Godirey m I ';ﬂgu
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* Musicals ® Rock Concerts i i g el ek
T Hunchback of Notre Dame (1923) Lon Chaney, Patsy Ruth
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GIANT SCREEN TV g 98000 - Whchcran {1440, siant
© King Creole (B.W.) ORDER FORM
of the future VIDED FILM WORLD INTERNATIONAL
P.0. Box 5584

For the home or business, two different models, up

to an 8 x 10 feet flat screen Chicago, I!linois 60680

2 (312) 664-7588, 24 Hour Service, 7 days
* Tol 800—621-8290, 24 Hours, 7 days toll free
Ocheck or [J Money Order Enclosed
Total Film Order
IL Residents add 5% sales tax
TOTAL ENCLOSED
L R et SRR 10% Discount on 3 or more films
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LIST OF FILMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE-$65.00
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itemn. film of the 40's.
n“'mn-m - Sy Master Charge, Also indicate the
o Wﬁﬁ contract Hughes. using er ge,

O The Song of Bemadstte—Jennifer jones, Vincent Price, " " [ Dawn On the Groat DIvIOR. . ... ... ..o. e ..
o] Tﬁ‘ """" {our numbers above your name
O The
John
CARTOONS—850.00 2 Hours Each
Dear Customer: £ Mighty Mouse Signature
We are in the process of producing a new line of adult and § m‘gﬂw e
other films for the vast video audience of the present and future [ $adCat
through our company Video Internationa Productions V.LP. O mﬂ-_ew Adaress
We are seeking venture capitol to finance these films. A $15,000 C Possible Possum City,
investment will double your money in two years. If interested, Aoy  TPUSepiNNn
please phone or write and we will set up an appointment with B B '-"1'-'4-“1?11?‘-‘3(‘?@ State Zip
our attorneys. B oy Gndorsalia Phane
Thank you Please indicate Video C: der you own:
. Pmn: $50.00
E mm‘m .mm.&“ Osony O rca 0 zenitn
%w o ‘W” Ouve [ Panasonic
§ ﬁb‘%&i BabasHis40Thieves L Other
MICHAEL ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 5 0 Tow 8K vou s ML
3/4™ Video Tape slightly higher.
Vlbi% FILM: WORLD g "mmt}.. B S50 heuwces [J We will Video Copy anything for you
Wl o] BOX m m‘rrh". L LaidThe Go ] We also sell blank Video Tapes,
Chicago, Illinois 60680 = s Boo Pran 11520 B Wholesale and Retail
(312)664-7588-24 Hour Service, 7 days § Alg;ﬂ%—' ** ALLOW 3-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
£ Pl Dinas & Pines |

B00-621-8290, 24 hours, 7 days toll free

Your reguest ar comments. Please fill out for reply

ATTENTION: Send $1.00 for our Big Catalogue of 1000s of Films
and how to get a Video Recorder Free. Refundable on any order.



Letters & Such %

1 pass my copy of your fantastic mag to about 8 other
people where I work - Bell Labs. They are all a bunch
of overpaid cheapskates, like me. I'm the only one to
get a machine so far. They're waiting for prices to
get down to the $500-$600 range. "Good luck to 'em",

I say. They'll have a nice wait. Possibly they might
get the bug if you run a blurb in the mag shaming all
the people who read otYer people's mags instead of
springing for 10 bucks themselves. -- Mark Bloom, Penn.

As to prices, Mark, all indications are that they will
rise soon, the yen/dollar situation being what it is.
Yes, shameless moochers are a continuing thorn in my
side. See the "Bald Faced Plea" elsewhere herein.

You need to adopt a uniform grammatical and punctuation
style. I know, it detracts from the informality, but
you can't allow TVN to develop into another TBG [The
Buyer's Guide to Comic Fandom -- Ed.], where everyone
invents his/her own spelling, etc. I don't know how
many ads there 1've neglected to answer because the
person offered special "handeling" or was selling Gene
"Autery" comics. ... Another problem, this one out of
your hands, I'm sure. Have you noticed how the good
old personal check has become rejected by most small-
time mail order people? I notice in TVN 14 that quite
a number of folks don't want my business unless they
put me to the inconvenience of going out and buying a
money order. =-- Guy MacMillin, Chesterfield, NH

I do hope to move toward a more respectable and uniform
style of presentation. Jus' hasn't been possible,

what with all contributions being volunteer and often
camera ready for printing when they arrive. As to the
personal check situation, I'm afraid it is a sign of
the times, like dead bolt door and window locks. We

at TVN accept, and prefer, personal checks. I've only
been burned a very few times, and the satisfaction of
giving folks as speedy service as possible is worth it.

I was very impressed with the VIDEOPHILE'S Magazine
(the word 'Newsletter' is inaccurate and you should
drop it). Your coverage of the video field is compre-
hensive, entertaining and diverting. -- Al Goldstein,
Publisher, Milky Way Productions, NY, NY

Effective next issue, the title of this rag will be
changed to "THE VIDEOPHILE". The Videophile's News-
letter will continue as an inside feature containing the
sort of thing now found in our Video News column.

Thanks for the encouragement Al. We enjoy your GADGET
magazine (reviewed in #14) and your other publications
have caught our attention on occasion as well. By the
way, if any of you artistic types would like to submit
a proposed design for the VIDEOPHILE logo, we would be
more than happy to consider them. Column logos too.

You're unfortunately wrong on p. 27 [Issue #14] in your
discussion of the copyright law. Thanks to a stalling
Congress which didn't want to upset anyone because it
was taking so long to amend the original copyright bill,
copyright expiration was put on "hold" in --ummm--the
'50's. ... We think 1906 is the watershed, but I'm not
going to check my reference books to be sure right now.
copyrights registered and renewed are in public domain -
and mighty few silent ones either. %% Mind you, a lot of
companies didn't bother to copyright movies in the first
place -- and some of those which did didn't renew them.

But it takes careful research to find out. %% One area,
though, in which collectors probably don't have to
worry about copyrights are in the sleazy unrated porno-
graphy films coming out. With creators working on the
fringes of the law in many cases, copyrights were never
sought in the first place. -- Magyie Thompson, Mentor, OH

I'll bet you're right, pending our double-checking.
Somewhere in this issue is an ad for a book which sets
forth all titles in the public domain. We expect to
have a review of that publication next time. Inciden-
tally, some of the ¢ligdiédy bigger budget porno films
are, I believe, protected by copyright.

The reports in TVN #14 about the new Sony SL-8600 were
interesting, but left a lot unsaid, like the central
question: is the video quality an improvement over the
82007 ... The B600 offers improved picture guality at
X2 speed, at least when viewed over an Advent 750.

The old 8200, at either speed, suffered from a kind of
video distortion resembling diagonal lines around the
fringes of colored objects; though hardly visible on
standard-sized tubes, it was very bothersome on projec-
tion-sized screens. These are hardly noticeable at all
with the 8600 ... Audio reproduction seems marginally
better, too. Y As to the editing "difficulties" alleged
in TVN #14 -- it just ain't so. Smooth edits are
possible, but it is necessary to change the technique
used, to accomodate the new machine:

(1) As soon as the commercial break begins, hit stop.
Then rewind for two or three turns on the index
counter and hit stop again.

Hit play and play back the tail end of what you
just recorded, watching for the approach of the
commercial break. Just before the break appears,
hit pause and then stop.

As the real-time commercial break continues, depress
and HOLD DOWN the pause button on the machine (not
the remote) for several seconds. The machine is
still in "stop" mode.

After several seconds of holding the pause down,
keep holding it.down while pressing the record
button too. Now both pause and record are depressed.
Release the pause button -- the machine is in the
record mode, but still paused-- as soon as the
program begins, hit the pause button again (it's
OK to use the remote this time) and recording begins.
The end result is an edit that will not black-out or
cause the muting circuits to take over. There is
sometimes a "pop" in the audio at the edit point, but
there is no audio black-out of about a second or so as
in the 8200. The key is step (3): when the pause button
is held down during the stop mode, the motors start up;
if record and pause are pressed simultaneously, the
tape will move before heads may get fully up to speed,
and the resultant problems will cause a greater degree
of video instablility. Holding down the pause allows
the mechanical processes to stabilize, thereby minimiz-
ing instability. The result may not be as "perfect" as
the edits on the 8200, but it certainly is satisfactory
and a reasonable price to pay for the improved repro-
ductive quality. -- Mark Koldys, Dearborn MI

Thanks, Mark.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

We're always looking for a better way.

Thank you for the copy of the Videophile's Newsletter.
And while we all enjoyed reading it, I'm afraid I must
nonetheless say no to your request to use several TV
GUIDE covers in an upcoming story. As a matter of



long-standing policy, we rarely allow our covers to be
reprinted or republished. But we do want to wish you
well with your publication. -- John Hayes, Editor,
Local Editions, TV GUIDE, Radnor PA

The policy you refer to will be changed when Small
Potatoes Publishing Company achieves majority owner-
ship of Triangle Publications. Readers who miss the
was-to-have-been article may want to pick up a copy
of the new hardcover book which traces the history of
TV GUIDE replete with illustrations. (Even covers.)

I rather enjoyed your writing style -- relaxed & witty.
And we both know that CLASS is way beyond PROFESSION-
ALISM. Humble people start dry cleaning establish-
ments, not magazines. -- Allen Sirken, Costa Mesa CA

Aw,"' ... shucks.

One day I hope to exchange video cassettes with other
collectors, in the same way that I'm trading now for
film soundtracks. Still, several problems appear to
loom on the horizon. One of them might be censorship,
another the incompatibility between TV programs taped
in the States and European TV sets. A Texan correspon-
dent says that U.S. TVs have 525 scan lines across the
screen, while European ones have 625 lines. You men-
tioned the existence of convertors, but didn't state
the cost of this toy. An interesting problem TVN
ought to tackle someday. =-- Luc Van de Ven, Astridlaan
165, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium

We're still working on this one. Industrial services
which can make transfers are not within the means of
video hobbyists. We will definately have something
definitive on this in a future issue.

It may be of interest that our experience here is that
movies as shown on Canadian channels are much less apt
to be cut than the same item on U.S. stations. That
goes for violence, nudity, and the coarsest of language.
We have 14 channels on our cable TV here in London,
about half Canadian and half American, so that gives
some basis for comparison. At times, when a movie is
simulcast on Canadian and American channels, the Cana-
dian channel may have a running time of 10-15 minutes
longer as a result, -- Don Fowler, London, Ontario

V-e-r-y int-er-esting. Don, be sure to let me know
when your cable is going to run "The Cheerleaders”.

Loved the cover on 14! 1I've enclosed a flyer for
Hudson Audio Video Enterprises. They have the lowest
prices on used 3/4" tape I've ever found. ... Your mag
is fantastic, however, I do wish there were more infor-
mation on 3/4" -- I know, I know, there are more Y"ers
our there than 3/4". *SIGH* --Vicki James, Arlington VA

Thanks, Vicki, and to those who expressed concern that
that cone might get electrocuted while fiddling with

a phone or Betamax while in the hot tub, be assured
that the set-up latest only long enough to shoot the
pictures (illusion deflation time). By golly, Hudson
is cheap, as little as §11 - $14 for used 60 minute
cassettes, depending on how many you buy. Write 'em at:
P.O. Box 209, Livingston, NY 12541. Vicki, you might
sweet talk more info on 3/4" out of Joe Mazzini, but
you ‘are right, there are more of us newcomers. Heck,
there's even a "%" on the typewriter.

If you desire X-1 quality, but can only afford to re-
cord on X-2, as a rule, and you have a Sony SL-8200,

it is sometimes possible to have the best of both
worlds. Using the speed selector switch, you can re-
cord your favorite scenes on X-1, the rest on X-2,
and fit more on to a cassette. The following table
tells you how much of each will fit on an L-500 tape:

Length of Length that Length that

Recording CAN be X-1 MUST be X-2
60 60 0
65 S5 10
70 50 20
75 45 30
80 40 40
85 35 50
90 30 60

etc., with total of columns two and three equalling one.
I realize that there will be momentary break-up where
the speed changes occurred, but the trade-off is worth
it in cases where you are primarily concerned with
certain scenes, and need to conserve tape. -- Lee
Skinner, Albuquerque NM

I can see where this method might come in handy. Es-
pecially if you foresee copying certain scenes in the
future. Y Lee also called to tell me that Scarecrow
Press has now published its long-awaited (by me anyway)
"Television Drama Series Programming”. For about $27
you get a massive compilation of episode titles, cast
and all else concerning an impressive number of dramatic
series that have been on the tube. Details next time.

Did you see the article in the May-June issue of HI-FI/
Stereo Buyers Guide? It tested a Beta and VHS recorder
for sound quality; there are probably quite a few people
who record operas, rock concerts other musical shows
that want especially good audioc. Both the RCA and Sony
units had what must be
termed fair response,
and the sound was es-
pecially disappointing
at the slower speeds.
++. Was that cartoon
of Donald Duck actually
published??.!! I wonder
if the artist or writer
was aware of the Dis-
ney/Sony situation? ...
P.S. What the hell do
the pigs mean?! --
Robert A. Yorke, Simi

isney]a{w{ Jail

Valley, CA e e D)
ai) o)
Your lengthy letter ~ ]
arrived too late for et ]
extensive inclusion in —

this issue, but I did

want the readers to

enjoy your artwork. r ﬁ.a -
«s«+ The pigs? Gosh are -—

those darn things still
there? I promise to

look into it and see
what I can find. Yours was not the only inguiry.

With regard to the item on National Video Marketing in
"Dealer's Doings" last issue, comes the following:

"... It must be made clear that my company is only in-
terested in servicing the requests of the consumers,
and since we are a new company there are bound to be
certain delays, but not neglect. § It is obvious that
Mr. [deleted] has tried to make a mountain out of a
molehill. This is the first crank letter we have re-
ceived and we thought we'd let it go on record that we
have contacted him and sent him his money back." --
Mark Slade, President, National Video Marketing, Inc.

Please send me information on how I can get your news-—
letter by special delivery or air mail. -- H.W., Memphis
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We expect to announce a variety of special rates 1in
the next issue. Of course, I'd be happy to sign you
up for the $1000 life-time special delivery subscription.

With regard to cables for dubbing, the only commerci-
ally available cables with male phono plugs that I've
run across have been of the audio variety - which when
kept short - may do the job fine. However, here is a
way to make your own "professional looking" cable for
video use. Y Take a section of RG 59/U coaxial cable
and put an F-59 connector (male) on each end, as usual,
with the exception that instead of exposing about %"

of the center conductor, expose about 7/8". Next, get
a pair of shielded male phono plugs, and remove the
"shells" or "caps", they are not needed. Break off the
ground lugs on the phono plugs. Then insert the center
conductor coming out of the F-59 connector in the phono
plug and fasten by screwing the connector to the plug.
Fasten the center conductors of the cable and the phono
plug with solder, and trim the excess with a pair of
diagonal cutting pliers. VIOLA -- you have a real cool
cable. It even works: -- Lenny Bobrow, Shutesbury MA

0.K., Now for some questions and answers. Unfinished
business first. I have received several letters with
regard to the mysterious 5-pin jack on the Sony 8200.
Rick Redoubtey even sent me a diagram of where all
the connectors to it go. Seems that the 7200 console
Betamax has it, and Jim Dorsman tells me that it is
connected at all times, although his has to discon-
nect it to avoid signal problems when dubbing to a
second recorder. As to whether there is some practi-
cal use to which we videophiles can put this jack,
the answer is still unclear. Rick also writes:

In Michigan Update last issue (#14) Art stated that
the machine will eat a tape if the drive belt breaks.
Not true. If the belt breaks, the machine goes to

the Stop mode. It will eat the tape if the eject
button is then pushed. I suggest that if the buttons
pop up when attempting to play back or record, check
to see if fast forward or rewind works. If it does,
then it is probably safe to eject the tape. If FF or
Rewind does not move the tape, DO NOT push Eject.

Have the machine repaired and instruct the technician
NOT TO PUSH EJECT, and recommend that he check the
drive belt. The machine cannot be unthreaded (without
possible damage to the tape and machine) with a broken
drive belt. -- Rick Redoubtey, Novi, Michigan

Q: If a film is not copyrighted, can a copy of it be
sold by anyone? -- Len Bobrow, Shutesbury, MA

A: In a word, yes. Just like you can publish your
own edition of the Bible if you want to. Sometimes

producers add their own title cards and other formating

to public domain tapes. These additions are protected

by copyright and cannot be duplicated and sold. Black-

hawk films commonly packages their product this way.

Q: With regard to services which offer to put your
collection on file and match your wants with other
collectors, what is to prevent the Federal government
from stepping in and using the computerized bank to
locate people who have copies of films which are illegal
to own? -- T.L., San Francisco, CA
A: I'm afraid I can't really answer this to your total
satisfaction. It is not possible for the government,
or anyone else to commandeer someone files just because
they feel like it. Court proceedings and the issuance
of a warrant would be necessary. Still, it is easy to
understand why not everyone would be comfortable with
the idea of having their library listing in a file
over which they exercise no direct control. See below.

Q: I neither sell nor buy anything, nor do any of the
folks I trade with. But the spectre of a "bust" by
the feds or a studio goon squad is everpresent. My
question is this: Have any of us "new wave" Beta-
collectors actually been busted? The numerous refer-
ences I've read always allude to "some guy on the West
Coast with thousands of tapes which he was selling."
Conversations with my collector friends always include
the fact that they've "heard of a guy who heard of a
guy who was busted" but I've yet to know of a specific
case in which a working stiff with a small, private
collection has been approached. If the little guys
are, in fact, getting burmed, what happens? 1Is equip-
ment confiscated? Tapes? How much sleep should I be
losing if I'm not selling? -- D.S., Springfield OH
A: I know of only one case where a "collector" has
gotten himself criminally prosecuted. This re-
sulted from a mistake in judgement by the gentleman in
question who could not resist arranging to buy an il-
legally duplicated tape at an inflated price, on behalf
of another collector. The interstate phone call was
tapped, because the "dealer" was actually an agent
who had been planted in place of the previously busted
dealer. Read "Rambling Outtakes in #14. We are not
the subject of widespread harrassment, although some
of us have been guestioned about our sources. There
is ABSOLUTELY NO DOUBT but that these very pages are
carefully read by the Film Security Office of the
MPAA. If your collection consists of off-the-air re-
cordings, legally obtained prerecorded tapes, or such
material that you have traded for with others, where
no cash is involved, there is little likelihood that
any judge would have cause to issue a search warrant
against your premises. My best advice is: Don't get
mixed up with shady deals. This includes your local
dealer who may have a "club" offering copies of Star
Wars and such. He'll probably get busted some day,
and even though you won't, it's best not even to have
your name on his list. It just ain't worth it!

Q: Are there any above-board companies or individuals

who will, for a fee, dub one tape from one format
onto a different format? The problem is simple, I'd
like to purchase some legal prerecorded cassettes,
however few if any dealers are selling prerecorded
tapes in the V-Cord II format? -- Bill Hyde, St. Louis
A: Bill, you may want to inquire with some of the deal-

ers advertising in this ish. Also, if anyone offer-
ing this service will let us know, I'll print it.

Q: When are you going to come out with index cards
for us VHS users? -- Phillip Majewski, Mountaintop
PA.
A: It probably won't be real soon. Funny thing about
those index cards. They are on such good gquality
card stock, and weigh so much, that the printing and
postage costs add up to just about the same $1 per
pad that I am charging for them. I'm still learning.

Q: HBO has just arrived in town. Cost is $195 for
the black box, and then $13.50 per month. [Both
figures are much steeper than in Tallahassee --Ed.)
Feed to the TV set will be on channel 3 or 5, HBO's
option. If on channel 3, how will this effect my
VTR playback on channel 3? -- Tom Garcia., Tucson AZ
A: As I understand it, Tom, HBO is being transmitted
through the air in Tuscon. If they choose to use
channel 3 and your recorder has a non-switchable Ch. 3
RF unit, you may need to replace it with one for Ch. 4.
Wait and see if the HBO signal is strong enough to
cause interference with your playback.

Hey, we're out of room. Feedback on the "Where Have All
the Flowers Gone?" article will have to wait until #16.



PACIFICA ..:s

BOX 813 « TARZANA, CALIFORNIA 91356 « (213) 343-0588

RCA SELECTAVISION NO ONE IS BEATING OUR PRICE ON THE VBT 200

2HR /4HR SELECTAVISION., THE NEW VCT 200 SERIES IS ON ITS WAY AND WE

EXPECT TO HOLD THE LINE ON THIS MODEL TOO. THE VCT 200 WILL BE LIKE
THE VBT 200 WITH CIRCUIT IMPROVEMENTS,AND THE VCT 201 WILL HAVE THE
ADDED FEATURE OF A TIMED STOP.

IN THE FALL,THE PROGRAMMABLE MEMORY MODEL WILL BE OUT. THIS UNIT
WILL HAVE A MICROCOMPUTER CONTROLLED MEMORY THAT WILL ALLOW PROGRAMMING
OF FOUR INDEPENDENT TIMERS THAT CAN BE SET FOR 7 DAYS IN ADVANCE,EACH
ONE ON A 24 HOUR CLOCK,STOP AND START COMMANDS ,AND CHANNEL SELECTION
INCLUDING UHMF, THIS UNIT IS EXPECTED TO LIST FOR ABOUT $1200.

TWO COLOR CAMERAS ARE ALSO SCHEDULED FOR THE FALL,PROBABLY LISTING
IN THE 800 TO 1100 DOLLAR RANGE.THE DIFFERENCE BEING A ZOOM LENS AND
AN ELECTRONIC(CRT)VIEWER.

PACIFICA WILL HAVE ALL OF THESE ITEMS AS SOON AS THEY ARE AVAILABLE.

VIDEOCASSETTES MAGNETIC VIDEO HAS ADDED 17 NEW CHAPLIN TITLES*ON 11

CASSETTES. CLASSIC FILMS SUCH AS LIMELIGHT,THE GREAT DICTATOR,MODERN

TIMES,THE GOLD RUSH,AND CITY LIGHTS WILL BE AVAILABLE. THESE ARE ALL

PRODUCED FROM NEWLY STRUCK PRINTS,SOME WITH NEW SCORES. REMEMBER, WE

ALSO HAVE ALL 50 FOX TITLES. AS WITH EVERYTHING WE LIST IN THESE ADS,
EVERY ITEM IS IN STOCK AND READY FOR NEXT DAY SHIPMENT. AGAIN, NO ONE
IS BEATING OUR PRICE ON THESE CASSETTES.

BLANK TAPE WE MUST BE NEAR THE BEST PRICE TOO ON BLANK CASSETTES,

ESPECIALLY ON CASE LOTS(12 CASSETTES), IF YOU CAN SWING IT,THIS IS THE -

WAY TO BUY THEM. GET WITH A FRIEND AND ORDER A DOZEN.

WHY DON'T WE QUOTE PRICES IN THIS AD? BECAUSE THE VIDEO MARKET IS
STILL TO0 DYNAMIC. WE WANT TO OFFER YOU THE BEST CURRENT PRICE EACH

AND EVERY DAY. THE LEAD TIME ON ADS SIMPLY DOESN'T ALLOW FOR THIS.

WHEN YOU GET A QUOTE FROM PACIFICA,YOU WILL ALWAYS BE BELOW THE ALREADY
LOW LOS ANGELES MARKET.

THE MAGNERASER THIS LITTLE UNIT SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME A "MUST HAVE"

FOR THE VIDEOPHILE. WE HAVE SHIPPED THESE FROM KOREA TO THE SOUTH POLE.
THIS UNIT IS HAND HELD AND IS GUARANTEED TO REMOVE ALL RECORDED SIGNAL
AND TO LOWER BACKGROUND NOISE BY 3 TO 6 DB BELOW THAT OF VIRGIN,

UNUSED TAPE, THIS UNIT HAS A 2 YEAR GUARANTEE. 5LBS FOB TARZANA--$%32.50

ALL ITEMS SOLD BY PACIFICA LABS ARE BRAND NEW,IN STOCK,AND READY
FOR SHIPMENT TO YOU IN FACTORY SEALED CARTONS. ALL ITEMS FOB TARZANA.
RCA EQUIPMENT CARRIES THE FULL RCA WARRANTY.

*x*%xCHECK PACIFICA BEFORE YOU BUY--WE WILL SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEYk*%*

J*Chaplin titles expected in

U HS SPECIALIST



It is neither the intention of The Videophile's Newsletter to serve as a conduit through which the illegal duplica-
tion or sale of material which is protected by copyright may be accomplished, nor to encourage such activity. We
will not knowingly accept advertising for the sale of such material. In addition, we reserve the right to alter or
reject submitted ads which offer "cash" for illegally duplicated tapes, or otherwise indicate that the advertiser
stands ready to traffic in stolen property. However, until such time as a federal court or the United States Con-
gress clearly declares otherwise, we adhere to the position that tapes which contain material transmitted through,
and recorded from, the public airways may be exchanged between hobbyists not-for-profit where no rights to public
exhibition are represented to be present, and we maintain that the same is not an illegal activity. Ads seeking
material not yet broadcast over the public airways are presumed to mean "if and when such material is broadcast.”

MOVIE POSTERS--25 different 1, 3, & 6
, sheets, mixed. From 1950's to date.
$25 per lot postpaid, or will trade
for most any legal beta format prere-
corded video cassette. L-250 or L-500
(X1 or X2) o.k. No selection of
titles or subjects. 30 lots avail-

WANT TO TRADE once used Sony 205 and
305 video tapes with mailing boxes for
blank RCA 1 hour or 2 hour tapes. Will
also consider some old movies. Robert,!
12822 Queens Forest, San Antonio, TX
78230

FOR SALE: Zenith JR9000W--Factory

able. Easily worth $100 on collector's
sealed with full warranty--shipped market. Will sell or trade individual
UPS--$789, Charles E. Bush, Rt, 16 posters.. Write for lisks: Beb

Rogers Lane, Knoxville, TN 37920
615-577-9845

WANTED: VHS or some Beta 1950's to
60's TV shows. Horror, B western
movies, My Three Sons (w/ Tim Consi-
dine), Amos 'n Andy, Petticoat Junc-
tion (lst yr.), Mr. Ed. Can dub or
edit VHS. Charles E. Bush, Rt. 16

Stepleton, P.0. Box 55266, Los Angeles,
CA 90055

VHS VIDEQO RECORDER OWNERS! Are your
tapes cluttered with unwanted commer-
cials, station breaks, promos? We can
repack your tape into new VHS cas-
settes. Send stamped, self addressed
envelope for free details. ROBKYE CINE

Mini-ADS

Beta-2 trade lists wanted--especially

Philadelphia Story, old King Kong,
most Crosby's. Joe Onorato 46 So.
Main St., Northfield, Vermont 05663

STILL LOOKING FOR TV SERIES ON BETAMAX
X1l or X2: Man From U.N.C.L.E., Amos
Burke, Avengers, Dr. Who, Champions,
Invaders, Danger Man. Have many Spy.
sci-fi adventure TV shows to trade.
Send TV GUIDES. LARRY CHARET, 1219A
Devon Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60660
Phone: 312-274-1832

WANTED FOR TRADE IN BETA FORMAT:
Movies--A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum, Love Among the
Ruins, The Wind and the Lion, The
Bliss of Mrs. Blossum, The Taming of
the Shrew (Taylor & Burton), My Fair
Lady, Romeo and Juliet (Hussey), A
Man for All Seasons, Beckett, The
Licn in Winter, The African Queen,
2001: A Space Odyssey, The Pink
Panther.

PBS Features--The Seven Wives of
Henry VIII, Elizabeth R, The Miracle
of Brother Hubert, Civilization,

The Ascent of Man, The Royal Family,
Bernhardt, Betsy Bobs Her Hair, I'm
a Fool, Royal Heritage.

WANT 1ST GENERATION, HIGH QUALITY,
UNCUT COPIES ONLY! TRADE ONLY:

Ray Cooper 3553 Luke Cr. NW,
Albuquerque, NM 87107

WISH TO TRADE QUALITY STEREQ STUFF FOR
SECOND VHS OR, PREFERABLY, 2-SPEED
BETA TYPE VERSATILITY. HAROLD GREENE,

1904 Alexander Rd., Raleigh, NC 27608
919-834-6502/733-6022 (work)

Have RCA Selectavision. WANT TO TRADE
adult and nonadult films in the VHS
format. Please send trade lists.
Also seeking someone who receives
Midnight Blue and can provide VHS cop-
ies of same. Additionally seeking
local videophiles for dubbing etc.
Please write: P, Gordon, P.0. Box
825, Framingham, MA 01701

Rogers Lane, Knoxville, TN 37920
615-577-9845.

I have Beta II format (limited VHS
access). Looking for videophiles to
trade with! WANTED: (All HBO-type
uncut) The Swashbuckler (Robert
Shaw) , James Bond movies, Dirty Harry,
Lifeguard, Midnight Cowboy, quality
X-rated movies, and others. Currently
have access to over 100 GOOD movies.
Send lists or write to: David Geffner,
2608 S. Beverly Dr., Los Angeles, CA
90034 (1-213-870-8411)

WANTED on Betamax X2: Any films star-
ring Paul Robeson. Also horror mov-
ies. Will trade. Contact: James
Nelson, Jr., 4613 Hunter's Creek Lane,
Raleigh, NC 27606

WILL SWAP Adult cassettes. Send your
list. Also want boxing, old time
silent movies and serials on Betamax
X1l or X2. Or will buy films. Ray
Wencil, 2904 N. Keating Ave., Chicago,
IL 60641 (312-685-0398)

JAPAN: Sumo wrestling, commercials,
baseball--all Japanese style. Also
Rock concerts: Fleetwood Mac, Rod
Stewart, E.L.O.--Live in Japan. All
on VHS. WILL EXCHANGE! Want Forbid-
den Planet, The Graduate, Cuckoo's
Nest, etc. Write: Don Green, CNFJ
N3, F.P.O. Seattle, WA 98762

I own a KODAK SUPERMATIC VP-1 film-to-
tape transfer machine and will trans-
fer any SUPER 8mm onto any 1/2" tape
format, even the old Quasar. Price is
very reasonable. Also, have many X-
rated titles for trade.
1/2" format. Also looking for fellow
Buckeye QUBE subscriber, as I do have
a very good trading library. Looking
for Happy Hooker Goes to Washington.
Would like to hear from all you old
Quasar machine owners. Lonnie Fisher,
7016 New Horizon, Enon, OH 45323

PH: (513) 864-1522

“"america 2Nite."
Can dub in any

ASSOC., 3940 OAKLAND AVE. SO., MINNE-
APOLIS, MN 55407 (RCA, JVC, Magnavox,
Panasonic owners only:)

WANTED: Looking for VHS format owner
with access to HBO of QUBE. I want
copies of recent films, especially
Rocky, St*+ jw++, and American Gra-
fitti. I have access to local public
television station broadcasting uncut
comedy, drama, musical, and science
fiction classics (and some not-so-
classics). Let's exchange program
guides. All letters answered. WRITE:
Phillip MAJEWSKI, R.D. #4 Box 252,
Mountaintop, PA 18707 No XXX please!

WANTED: Canadian or USA video traders.
Any format, but prefer Beta X2 or U-
Matic. Have list to exchange. Kim
Frandsen, 12432 St. Albert Trail,
Edmonton, Alberta CANADA T5L 4H1

A VIVID VIDEO VARMINT Collector of
Video Movies would like to hear from
other VWV's. Have list will send if
any of you VWv's have list to ex-
change. Have been with 3/4" and Beta
X1l and X2. A.J. Kalbin, 4454 Hanalei
Pl., San Jose, CA 95118

WANTED--Others interested in trading
on VHS format. Have movies, Elvis,
and other pop artist concerts to swap.
Write: Gordon Culp, 3321 Strolling
Hills Rd., Shingle Springs, CA 95682

WANTED: videotapes of "Forever Fern-
wood" with Martin Mull and Fred Wil-
lard--also "Fernwood 2Nite" and
WANTED: videotapes
and films of 60's rock groups, 60's
British groups, SHAZAM TV show.

P. Foote, 5316 Drexel, Detroit, MI
48213

WANT LISTS WANTED--Send me your lists
and I'll send you mine. I have access
to many cable channels and HBO. Alan
Light, 1800 7th St. Apt. 9A, East Mo-
line, IL 61244



NOW AVAILABLE: 50 great RKO features WANTED: RCA tapes of these old pro= SHARE & SAVE....SEND $2 for 12

on VHS or Beta X2 at $49.95 plus §2 grams (must be VHS tape): 1. Whirly- jggues of Video Request Newsletter
postage. Titles include: King Kong, birds 2. Sky King 3. Highway Patrol to Box 3201, N.L.V., NV 89030
Son of Kong, Mighty Joe Young, The 4. Chopper One 5. The Real McCoys

Thing, Citizen Kane, Magnificent Am-  FOR TRADE: I can tape these programs  apoUTWALKABOUTWALKABOUTWALKABOUTWA
bersons, I Walked with a Zombie, Cat on RCA VHS tape: 1. Honeymooners LKABOUTWALKABOUTWALKABOUTWALKABOUT
People, Room Service, Flying Down to 2. Bewitched 3. The Rifleman ....About Walkabout...The response
Rio, Top Hat, Gay Divorcee, Follow the 4. Dragnet 5. Little Rascals to my ad was fine, though I still
Fleet, Flying Tigers, She Wore a Yel- 6. Beverly Hillbillies 7. Batman don't have a copy of this splendid
Sgt. Preston 9. I Love Lucy film. I did, however, discover

low Ribbon, Flying Leathernecks, & 8.
more. Each tape is ~N 10. The Twilight Zone WRITE: Paul

uncut and made from }) Bernstein, 382 N. Mill St., Saukville,
top quality masters. WI 53080 (414-284-2013) very film. They must not be show-
See our full page NEW JERSEY VHS: Looking for VHS format ing it anywhere, I thought (sigh!).

ad for complete or- 8, VCR owner in northeastern Bergen County But WHY? Anyone with the sensitiv-
dering instructions. - for mutual tape copying. Stan Sieger, ities of the common asp who's seen

that there are many others out
there who are also looking for this

= o ¥

And be sure ai it knows that it's an extraordin-
B848-C Berkley St., New Milford 07646

to say you HKA Cinema Service s . arily powerful film. Well, I have

saw us in 43 East 10th Street FOR SALE: Professional Ampex VR5100 1 devised a plan. Among the 2500-plus

TN, folks! New York s+ NY 10003 reel-to-reel b/w VTR with new ferrite of us, besides the many who wrote

video head, dust cover, remote control,
owner's manual, cables, 12 l-hr tapes,
almost new Sanyo VM 4130 13" monitor/
receiver for off-the-air recording, &
accessories.....5§00. Call: are in charge of picking program-
201-967-9740 evenings. ming--especially those who run
WANTED: Mel Brooks, Woody Allen, Stanley films uncut & unedited--asking
BEATLES FANS! We're proud to announce Kubrick, and other current titles. Pre- to see Walkabout, perhaps somebody
the release of two rare Beatles con- fer VHS format. Also seeking other somewhere will finally run it and
certs on Betamax X1 or X2...THE TOKYO ,,.,) yhg owners and film collectors.  make us all happy. Here are three

CONCERT (6/30/66)...and the classic
Have small but lity list to trade. addresses: HBO, Time & Life Bldg.
SHER STADIUM CONCERT (8/15/65). Both i Cent 3

to me, there's got to be a group of
formidable size, a potentially in-
fluential bunch, who feel as I do.
If we all wrote to the folks who

WANTED: To buy/sell/trade Beta X1/X2
or VHS performances/films by THE
BEATLES and Rolling Stones. Mitch
McGeary, P.O. Box 3393, Lacey, WA
98503

= No sales! Write: S. Thomas, Box 11283, Rockefeller Center, New York, NY
tapes include our exclusive "Beatle Richmond, VA 23230 10020 (212-586-1212)...QUBE, Warner
Bonuses™ (interviews, trailers, re- Cable, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, New
hearsals, etc.!) ONLY $35.95 each, WANTED (VHS): Grand 0ld Opry 50th York, NY 10019 (212-484-6711)...

postpaid! HOLLAND VIDEO, 1056 East
Cheltenham Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19124

Anniversary TV show.
4 hours audio cassettes of C/W radio
programs from 1950's including live

Will supply tape,

SHOWTIME, 1211 Ave. of the Americas,
New York, NY 10036 (212-575-5175)
vess+Thank you all, Sharon (TVN).

Hank Williams. FOR SALE: QUASAR VR~
1000, like new, with accessories, plus
16 2-hour tapes--$895. Tom Garcia,
7131 East Golf Links Rd., Tuscon, AZ

WANTED : SEEEEEENESERRENEEREEEAERERES

FABULOUS BARON MUNCHAUSEN, FRENZY,
GODSPELL, GREEN BERETS, LOGAN'S RUN,

Movies, uncut (Beta): EL CID,

Ave., Cleveland, OH 44111

-
H
MAN WHO KNEW TOO MUCH, OBSESSION, 85730 (602-886-5217) = I o = =
:?i::gf I":FE orhiHERLOCK gl WILL TRADE Betamax X1 or X2 movies, - 8 § '! (=
s (Harryhausen), SISTERS, mainly HBO, past and future, plus M § * SH
‘:z:f‘:‘aafm;'mﬁﬁaﬁrlln'_efgi' 35_’1' future showings on the four major pay = 8 E £ - N
& ¢ _° d "Sherl ¥WOOD : = a4 cable sources, for regionally telecast g _ E 'g -~
e L REUCK BO-NeN . " NATX away games of the following NFL teams: B © g’
Koldys, 7545 Manor, Dearborn, MI Broncos, Bucs, Cardinals, Chargers, = 2@ o Q
48126 (313-582-3573) Chiefs, 49er's, Packers, Raiders, and @& ¢ @ 3 )
WANTED: VHS (Beta, with regret) Seahawks. Call Jack collect at: = B 5 = "
Uncut, unedited films featuring:  513-232-2408. R 4 -g
**WOODY ALLEN, **MEL BROOKS, **JOHN WANTED BETA UNCUT s H
TRAVOLTA, **shark movies I & II, g i “ I g g i)
<y i O N e L UNEDITED, the following titles: .o S Pem
WPmoS TERCReY" £ ° The Manchurian Candidate, The Last L g @ ]
E::ossed in excess of $30 million, Picture Show, Bananas, The Music Man, = i E g
Like fairly current films........  picnic, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf, @ § & s
Quality prints only! 'TRADERS: 'l judgment at Nuremberg, Joe, Nashville, = s 5 5 N
show you mine,'if you'll show me Sweet Bird of Youth, The Great McGinty, m S X
yours. Honest! ALLEN, 180 E. 21 St.. poom at the Top, Easy Rider, The Grad- @ & %
#F2, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 vate, Bridge on the River Kwai, To = B =
A Kill a Mockingbird, Straw Dogs, Street- B g
ATTENTION BETAMAX OWNERS! Completely ... yameq pesire, Mr. Smith Goes to s ] -
electronic Remote Control Pause. (No Washington, Hud, Stagecoach (1939). o o= 2 ™™
unsightly solenoids or damage to the Should you have cue or more of the = 3 s 2 ]
video heads and tape.) Stops the tape ... ang be interested in trade, l 2 g 0=
and the spinning video heads on all please write, including your own wants = 1 g s =
Sony and Zenith Betamax units. AlSo .3 current inventory of titles avail- ® % 5 - e
Camera Input on SL-7200's. All work able for exchange. Have 100-plus " g. .; kS O
performed by factory trained techni- 1105 Glenn Mohler, 6133 Polo Dr. @ & w ree
cian "while-U-wait" in suburban West, Columbus, OH 43229 R 3 G
Detroit location. REMOTE CONTROL ., o s =
PAUSE with 20 ft. cord--$75. CAMERA  WANTED TO BUY OR RENT: Legally avail- @ E g 0 E >
AND MIC INPUT on SL-7200--$49.95. able Betamax X1 or X2 tapes of old w D g
(Other modifications are available.) movie serials, cartoons, and XXX-rated = ;s a g ]
Contact: Rick Redoutey, 23890 W. movies. Richard Cook, 11422 Lorain = 2 g 2
L]

LeBose, Novi, MI 48050 (313-478-3171)



WANTED

WANT Betatape of Eastwood, Fields,

I want to thank Jim Lowe and the TVN Woody Allen, Eisenstein, Marx Brothers,

staff for putting out this magazine.
By looking at the postage on the mail-
ing envelope, you know he can't be
making that much on us. I've met
people for the first time and have be-
come close friends. Also, people are
offering to record things without ask-
ing anything in return.
So, thanks Jim, thanks
thanks Fellow Collectors. Paid com-
mercial by the John Conte Insane Fund.

HELP! The local CBS affiliate will
not carry The New Avengers. 1 need
someone to tape this series to trade
for other tapes. Many other shows
wanted. Beta-2 format. BOB SELIG
7518 Middlewood, Houston, TX 77063

FOR SALE: 1/2" reel to reel video
tape equipment (EIAJ format)--Ampex
420R color/B&W video tape recorder--
has edit and slow motion--$400...Sony
AVC-3200 video camera--has tripod,
carrying case, microphone, standard
lens--$200...Used 1/2" one hour
lengths on 7" reel (reel to reel) wvid-
eo tape--in case lots of 10 for $50
or Sony brand 10 for $100...Sony 12"
color monitor/receiver--almost 3 yrs.
01d-=$200...WANT TO HEAR FROM ALL
BETAMAX OWNERS. WANTED ON BETAMAX:
serials, serial features, B westerns,
horror, science fiction and adult
features. WANT TO BUY 16mm film chain
(TV projector, camera, mounting board,
brackets, etc.) such as the one that
Kalart/Victor makes.

WRITE: Wayne Lackey, 1545 Finley,
Memphis, TN 38116 901-346-2056

MOVIE BUFF WITH SONY U-MATIC VCR
WISHES TO CONTACT OTHER VIDEOPHILES
IN USA. CAN PLAY NTSC AND PAL. UR-
GENTLY WANTS 50's and 60's FRANK
SINATRA TV SHOWS. ALSO JACK BENNY
TV SPECIALS AND ANY JERRY LEWIS TV
APPEARANCES. Clive Roberts, "White
Lodge", 47, Baldwin Avenue, East-
bourne, Sussex BN21 IUL, ENGLAND.
Ph: Eastbourne (0323) 639588

FINALLY! Rare full-length movie
trailers available on Betamax X1 or
X2! Remember those great theater
previews advertising "coming attrac-
tions"? We have three different com-
pilations: THE JAMES BOND DYNASTY
(including all the exciting 007's)...
THE HORROR COLLECTION (offering Jaws,
Frankenstein, The Exorcist, etc.)..:
and THE SCIENCE-FICTION CLASSICS
(with blockbusters like Forbidden
Planet, Time Machine, 2001, and many
others). ONLY $39.95 postpaid.

And each tape includes incredible
free bonuses! Excellent gquality.
HOLLAND VIDEO, 1056 East Cheltenham
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19124

WANTED: Evel Kneivel's Death Defiers
telecast Jan. 31, 1977. Was on the
show, but unable to get a good copy.
Also C.B. DeMille's The Greatest Show
on Barth--uncut! Prefer VHS. Thanks.
Dave Merrifield, P.O. Box 3632, Sara-
sota, Florida 33578 (or on tour
until Oct. 24 at 615-453-6795).

TVN, and

Chaplin, Bogart, Secret Agent and Dan-
ger Man (McGoohan), Mostel, Across the
Bridge, Z, State of Siege, Tenth Vic-
tim, Producers, Lies Father Told,
Small Change, Dimka, Fantastic Planet,
Dr. Sardonicus, Vault of Horror, Tales
from the Crypt, House that Dripped
Blood, Asylum, Clockwork Orange, God-
spell, Jesus Christ Superstar. Also:
Suddenly Last Summer, Investigation of
Citizen Above Suspicion, Outrageous,
Conformist, Fellini's Satyricon, Boys
in the Band, Saturday Night at the
Baths, Ritz, Killing of Sister George,
Leather Boys, Lonesome Cowboys, My
Hustler, Myra Breckinridge, Oscar
wWilde, Damned, Tea and Sympathy, Death
in Venice, Flesh, Servant, Sergeant,
Victim, Gay Deceivers, Fortune and
Men's Eyes, Women in Love, Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show, Sunday Bloody Sunday,
Dog Day Afternoon, Wakefield Poole
films, similar adult films.

WILL TRADE from my Betatape collection:
TV series--Goodies, Rutland Weekend,
Are You Being Served (original British
versions) , Kovacks, Monty Python, Sec-
ond City, New Avengers, Upstairs Down-
stairs, Prisoner (McGoohan), All You
Need is Love, Camera and Song, Neil
Diamond, Witness to Yesterday, Final
Solution, Stationary Ark (Gerald Dur-
ell). Movies--300 titles, including
films with Chaplin, Eastwood, Fields,
Marx Bros., Judy Holiday, and Graduate,
Taxi Driver, Gauntlet, Smokey and Ban-
dit, Slapshot, One Night Stand, Cats-
play, Cabaret, Bob & Carol & Ted &
Alice, Loved One, Everything You
Wanted to know about Sex, Something
Completely Different, Mary Queen of
Scots, Blow Up, Third Man, Bonnie and
Clyde. Also Detective, Edward II,
Teorama (Pasolini), Private Life of
Sherlock Holmes, Staircase, Two Gen-
tlemen Sharing, Summer Wishes Winter
Dreams, Certain Summer, Junie Moon,
Triple Echo, Lion in Winter, Midnight
Cowboy, Deliverance, Reflections in
Golden Eye, Fearless Vampire Killers,
Secret of Dorian Gray, Wild in Streets,
& others. WRITE: Tapes, P.0. Box 823,
Station B, London, Ontario, N6A 4Z3,
CANADA. Let's exchange lists.

WILL TRADE my l6mm/sound film collec-
tion, 1959 b/w cliffhanger series of
Felix the Cat cartoons for Beta-2
features. Each chapter runs 4 minutes
and two matched episodes complete one
story. I have 52 matched chapters
and 46 odd reels, in individual cans.
Will trade 6 matched reels (3 stories)
for one tape. All 98 chapters for 10
tapes. All trading lists welcomed.
Joe Onorato, 46 South Main, Northfield,
VT 05663 (802-485-9732)

SAVE A MARRIAGE!! My wife threatens
to leave unless I come up with a good
copy of SWASHBUCKLER (Robert Shaw &
Genvieve Bujold). After purchasing a
new Betamax, and 100 tapes, I can't
afford a divorce. HELP! Will trade.
David Geffner, 2608 S. Beverly Dr.,
Los Angeles, CA 90034

WANTED: Betamax X2, crisp and clear,
first generation copies of: An Ameri-
can Guerrilla in the Philippines w/
Tyrone Power, Africa Addio, Mondo Cane,
and any other of the Cane series of
movies that followed Mondo Cane.

Robert Dorser, P.O. Box 11275, 2201 N.
Grand, Santa Ana, CA 92711

WANTED: Videotapes or films of:

1) 'e0's rock groups=--Who, Byrds, An-
imals, Doors, Zombies, etc. 2) 0Old TV
shows~-Smothers Brothers, Shindig,
Hullaballoo, Ed Sullivan, American
Bandstand (State what guests are on
shows) ; Shazam (Saturday morning CBS
children's show), Little People (or
Brian Keith Show), The Doctors (soap
opera...episodes from '77 on back).

3) Movies--Steambath (with Bill Bixby)
or any Bixby movies, Run, Simon, Run
(Burt Reynolds). 4) New TV shows--
America 2Night (appearance by Lenny &
Squiggy from Laverne and Shirley on
America 2Night with Jerry Hubbard's
Elvis imitation) apd Patti Smith Group
singing "Because the Night"™ on Mid-
night Special. 1 own Sanyo VCR, but
if you have cassettes in another for-
mat I can transfer to my format or
Super 8 film. Write: P. Foote, 5316
Drexel, Detroit, MI 48213 State what
you have.

WANTED--Betamax-2: Bing Crosby movies
and TV appearances--for personal use
only--Pat Sullivan, 1301 Sheridan,
Apt. 96, Chico, CA 95926

Road(s)to Morocco, Zanzibar, Bali
(color), & Hong Kong wanted in Beta
X2. Will trade. All other lists
welcomed. Joe Onorato, 46 South Main,
Northfield, VT 05663

WANTED on Betamax X1 or X2: Bing
Crosby Benefit Concert for Montreal
1976 Olympics, Vitaphone film shorts
made by Giovanni Martinelli, Guiseppe,
DeLuca, Benjamino Gigli, John Charles
Thomas, etc. Also want La Boheme as
broadcast on Live from the Met over
PBS. Bob Scott, P.0. Box 1694, Wayne,
NJ 17470 (201-696-1278)

ELVIS WANTED--Early movies on Beta X2,
especially Loving you, King Creole, and
Jailhouse Rock; plus Ed Sullivan, Tommy
Dorsey, and '68 Special TV shows.

Alsoc buy Elvis records, etc. Buy *
Sell * Trade Fleur-De-Lies, Larry or
Norma Hilburn, P.O. Box 308, West
Plains, MO 65775

WANTED ON VHS: Bear Bryant Show,
taped each Sunday. Call collect:
702-873-2026.

WANTED: Quark, The Invisible Man (the
recent TV show), The Invaders, The
Twilight Zone. Any or all episodes,
whole or segments. VHS preferred,

but not necessary. Will trade or buy.
Will reimburse you for postage for
mailing your list to: Doug MacIntyre,
1507 S. Duke St., York, PA 17403

SERIALS: Want to trade in VHS or Beta
format. Will exchange lists. Ralph
Plumb, 1150 89th Ave. North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702



VHS . U-MATIC . BETA
PROFESSIONAL DUPLICATION

@ $10.00 per program hour set-up (one time) from
Cassette Source/Master plus cassette dubs below.

Format Program Our Tape Your Tape
U-Matic KCA 30 to 30 minutes $24.95 $ 9.00
U-Matic KCA 60 to 60 minutes 31.95 13.00
Beta | L250 to 30 minutes 13.95 7.00
Beta | L500 to 60 minutes 16.95 8.00
Beta Il L250 to 60 minutes 16.95 8.00
Beta Il L500 to 120 minutes 21.95 14.00
VHS T60 to 60 minutes 17.95 8.00
VHS T120 to 120 minutes 24.95 14.00

FILM TO TAPE

Regular 8 — Super 8 — Slides @ $20.00 Duplication and Film to Tape from 1 to
per program hour set-up (one time) 1,000 copies in a single or mixed cas-
plus $1.00 per reel. 16mm $30.00 per sette format.

hour plus $4.00 per reel. Plus cas-

solisn/dube-an- abovws: All source material and finished cas-

settes shipped prepaid within Conti-
Do you have any special Non-Copy- nental U.S.

righted films you'd rather have as cas-

settes?

ARE YOU PAYING FOR QUAD EQUIPMENT
WHEN WHAT YOU WANT IS A TOP
QUALITY VIDEOCASSETTE FOR INDUSTRIAL,
CABLE OR HOME END USERS?

Specializing in the Consumer, Industrial and Cable marketplaces.
Satisfaction of quality guaranteed. Master Charge/Visa accepted.

72 hour normal service. 24

hour airservice. Drop Ship CALL OR WRITE.
service. Labeling, custom 1029 WEST GREGORY BOULEVARD
packaging. Volume Con- KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64114

tract Pricing available. (816) 444-5393 %@
8O,
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I need the following, Beta format:
"Kolchak, The Night Stalker"

TV movies and one hour episodes

I would like to thank the following
people:

Joe Welch

Mike Resnick

Joe Bedsole

Lonnie Fisher

Roger Schoolcraft

TAHPA BA)I AREA

WANTED = VHS .r BETAMAX

OWNERS=- To TRADE WITH ;
HOP!'FULL’ TO poRM LocAL CLUB

Paul Allen
Mike Garrett
Ray Cesmat ALL OR R.TE
Paul Hill
John Conte
3ill Cotter Sanpy Perers
6326 30 Ave Norrs
ST. PETFRSBuRE, FLA 33710
STEVE HALEY
3913 Potomac Court ?'3-3*7-3‘74?1
Charlotte, NC 28211
(704) 366-8481
\\' s MAX ALLAN COLLINS
x. 5 117 LORD AVENUE PH. 319-263+4473
MUSCATINE, IOWA 52761
WANTED

&ANTED - BETA 1 FORMAT
Tv Series Episodes:
FAWITY TOWERS (John Cleese)
CITY OF ANGELS ELLERY QUEEN
MIKE HAMMER DICK TRACY
Feature Films:
KISS ME DEADLY; other films
based on Spillane books and/or
starring Spillane; PHANTOM OF
THE PARADISE; other uncut
DePalma films.

Attention "Jo" of Memphis:

no return address on your letter!
Please get back in touch!

UPSTAIRS, DOWNSTAIRS
BBC PRODUCTION OF WAR & PEACE

Will trade 1st run movies for
all or part of above series.
Prefer RCA format.

Write: Frank Morton
Suite 164
3010 Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, Calif. 90404



FOR JUST $8 YOU GET
ALL OF THESE
VALUABLE BENEFITS...
PLUS 8 BEAUTIFUL
MATTE FINISH
PORTRAITS.

Full membership in the
Your subscription to AMERI-
C C IC REEN in-

in
cludes your own full privilege membershi
in the NATIONAL Fl].?le SOCIETY.
There is no better way to learn and enjoy the
history of the motion picture in America . . .
for you will share in the effort to help pre-
serve the artifacts . . . the films . . . the great
old theatres that are part of our movie heri-

tage.

%ghe NFS has members in all 50 states and
29 foreign countries. You'll enjoy the friend-
ship of others who share your love of the
great films of history. And at the same time,
you can benefit from the many NFS ser-
vices and nationwide activities. The NFS is
the organization for the film lover or collec-
tor who relishes the first 50 years of films in

rica.

Are you thinking of
buying a videocassette
or videodisc machine?

You can now own thousands of
major Holl movies . . . on VIDEO-
CASS VIDEODISC, SUPER 8, or 16
MM. Your bi-monthly copy of AMERICAN
CLASSIC SCREEN will “plug you in” to
every possible source . . . every new tech-
nology in the fast-growing world of movie
collecting.

With your ACS subscription you can
bring Hollywood right into your home as we
show you countless ways to save money
and enjoy the most exciting new hobby in
America! And if it is memorabilia that inter-
ests you . . . you'll see it first in ACS. (The
original storr rds from CITIZEN KANE
were recently advertised in ACS)

The s of AMERICAN CLASSIC
SC are the nation’s “clearing house”
gd thﬁe serious motion picture enthg;ia;t.

the services given to you free by the
NATIONAL Fllil SOC!ET§ put you
into the mainstream of this new pastime.

GABLE, GRABLE AND 6 OTHERS,

TO

(A $40.00 VALUE . . . )

Professional matte finish 8” x 10” portraits of
luxurious quality and ready for framing.
Here are the early, official portraits of 8 of
Hollywood's legendary stars printed for you
from the original negatives. Clark Gable,
Betty Grable, Bing Crosby, James Stewart,
Greta Garbo, James Cagney, Jean Harlow
and Alice Faye.

ALLS YOURSFREE. .. whenyou
subscribe to AMERICAN CLASSIC
SCREEN at the low introductory rate of $8

year. (That's a 20% discount off the regu-
Lg?rate—so you save twice!) J

Would you enjoy meet-
ing some of Hollywood’s
greatest stars?

Normally, a vacation in the film
capital would obligate you to the standard
tours where Hollywood shows you what it
wants you to see. Not with ACS and the
NATIONAL FILM SOCIETY! If and
when you decide to come West . .. you'rein
for the film experience of your lifel

Each Memorial Day weekend, the NFS
stages MOV , America’s conven-
tion for lovers of Hollywood's Golden Era.
You'll see rare films.. . . attend seminars with
film industry pioneers . . . be able to buy
thousands of films . . . and attend the “AR-
TISTRY IN CINEMA” Awards where the
greats of Holl 's early days are hon-
ored. People like Fred MacMurray, Olivia
deHavilland, June Allyson, John Wayne,
Eleanor Powell, Alice Faye (all past recipi-
ents).

And we help you attend MOVIE/EXPO
on a budget!

You can learn about
the history of film.

Would you like to learn about

and see the innovative early

movies in America? See and speak with the

le who worked on Jolson's THE JAZZ

SIﬁGER or directed films like WEST SIDE
STORY?

Across America, the NATIONAL FILM
SOCIETY each year offers 3 and 4-day
weekend Conferences that delve into the
heritage of film. Conducted by recognized
experts and film pioneers, these events
cover topics like “1896-1906: The First Dec-
ade of Film” and “Hollywood’s Legendary
Westerns."”

(A special 3-day Conference on “THE
AMERICAN MUSICAL FILM" will be held
in January, 1979.)

ALL AUTHENTIC STUDIO PORTRAITS.
YOURS FREE WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE

american CLASSIC SCEEFEN macazine
AT THIS LOW INTRODUCTORY RATE.

Help preserve your

film heritage.

Did you read about the de-

struction of the “Andy Hardy”
and “Gone With The Wind” sets at MGM?
Or the fire that destroyed the Grand Thea-
tre in Atlanta? Or the effort to save Radio
City Music Hall?

Your membership in the NATIONAL
FILM SOCIETY will make you a part of
the ongoing job of preserving America’s film
heritage. You can participate in saving the
beautiful movie palaces . . . preserving rare
films before they turn to dust . . . and collect-
ing the artifacts before they disappear.

You'll receive the only

magazine of its kind

in the world.

AMERICAN CLASSIC
SCREEN is a delight to your eye as well as
to your fascination with the tales of earl
Hoﬁywood. It's a collector’s treasure . . . full
of rare never-before-used photographs . . .
facts and stories dealing with the “gehind-
the-scenes” development of the industry . ..
and up-to-date news on classic film activities
across the nation.

Impeccable in its design and typography
(the full color covers are masterpieces).
ACS is unique.

In recent issues you
could have read new
discoveries concern-
ing CITIZEN KANE... : ‘
or the most in-depth R .
interview ever given »:
by Fred Astaire...or ¥ 24 o~ %
the first and only article §* ooy ~
ever written by Irving &5
Thalberg (never published before) . . . or
seen a collection of rare portraits of stars
from the silent era. Your low rate of $8 will
bring you six luxurious issues of ACS and
back issues are available!

, -

-——
TE AW WL

@)

SEND THIS COUPON WITH $8 FOR YOUR SUB-
SCRIPTION AND FREE PORTRAITS

— AMERICAN CLASSIC SCREEN
%ﬁ""""‘ /o National Film Society

7800 Conser Place
Sh Mission, Kansas 66204

S AT

Sirs: Please enter my subscription to AMERICAN CLAS-
SIC SCREEN and my membership in the NATIONAL FILM
SO.EIETY and send me my eight free film star por- I
traits.

( ) check one { ) <check one:
[ cmcoen s sean | of —— i, =iz, |
in the coupon with your t L Chg. to Mastercharge 2 yry/$16
(New members only.) By return mail we'll Charge to Visa 3 yra/$23
rush you the 8 professional matte finish por-
traits . . . usmmembaship card in the Cradit card # Expires:
NATIONAL SOCIETY and a com- Interbank # (MC only):
plete packet of Society information.
lmmediateg ... we'll enter geu as a sub- i
scriber to CLASSIC SCREEN ADDRESS:
and you'll receive your first bi-monthly issue.
use t coupon now. Three cry
easy ways to g forupto STATE 2IP CODE
L1hree years if you wish! ks =5
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Vibeo Sernvice CenTeER

Ben Saia 1779 Tribute Road
(916) 922-4747 Suite K
Sacramento. California 95815

1-800-824-7875

BLANK TAPES

BETA

3 HR SONY L750 PER DZ $207.00 SONY SL 8600 $850.00
2 HR SONY L500 PER DZ $156.00 ZENITH JR 9000 $689.00
1 HR SONY L250 PER DZ $126.00 (AS AVAILABLE)

2 HR SCOTCH L500 10 LOT $122.00 RCA VBT 200 $725.00
2 HR SCOTCH L500 RCA VCT 200 $750.00
AMARAY CASE 10 LOT $132.00 (SAME AS VBT 200

*WHEN AVAILABLE - ALL CHECKS OR WITH WALNUT FRONT TRIM)
CHARGE SLIPS ARE DEPOSITED AT QUASAR VH 5000 2/4/ HR $700.00
TIME OF SHIPMENT. SPECIAL PURCHASE!! !

e e s b SAME RECORDER AS VBT 200 RCA

(AS AVAILABLE, SAME OEM) WITH WALNUT QUASAR TRIM

2 HR PER DZ $159.00 ADD $20.00 TO ALL RECORDERS
4 HR PER DZ $222.00 FOR SHIPPING, INSURANCE AND
VX HANDLING.

VC 60 5 LOTS $ 70.00 BLACK PLASTIC AMARAY CASES:
VvC 100 5 LOTS § 80.00 OPENS & CLOSES LIKE A BOOK
vC 120 5 LOTS § 95.00 TO PROTECT YOUR CASSETTES
ALL TAPES SOLD IN DOZEN OR 10 LOTS BETA 20 FOR $18.00
ADD $2.50 PER DOZEN FOR HANDLING VHS 20 FOR $19.00
ADD 2.50 FOR SHIPPING

**********************SPECIAL ADULT FEATURE PACKAGE******************
9/1/78 THROUGH 11/1/78

5 FULL LENGTH ADULT FEATURES (MY CHOICE) BETA 1, BETA 2, VHS, VX

NO DISCOUNT. SHIPPING INCLUDED $175.00

e vk v e vk e e e e e e e e e e e e v v e e s v e vk vk v e e e e e e e vl e vk sk e e e s e e e e e e e e sl e ok o ok ke e e e ke e o o ok e e e ke ok
ADD $20.00 TO ALL RECORDERS FOR SHIPPING, INSURANCE AND HANDLING.
WRITE OR CALL, TOLL FREE, FOR ADULT LIST.

DON'T BUY ANY VIDEO EQUIPMENT UNTIL YOU GET OUR QUOTE!!!

NO SALES TAX ON OUT OF STATE SHIPMENTS!!!

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

Inquire about availability of "AMPEX" brand BETAMAX tape !

W
BETA U-MATIC VHS N 1

45



WANTED WANTED WANTED

Urgently want national and local coverage of BILLY MARTIN
resignation, reinstatement and features relating thereto!

Contact: JEAN BAKER
8699 CIRCLE DRIVE
BROOKFIELD ILL 60513

SPORTS FANS -- BILLY MARTIN FANS -- PLEASE HELP WITH THIS

I prefer VHS format, but will accept any!

CANADIAN VIDEOPHILES
If you live in or near a major Canadian city,
we have the occasional legitimate off-air
recording assignment which can provide

you with a few extra dollars.

Contact: J. M. Hallam

Broadcast Monitoring Services Limited
1156 Speers Road, Oakville, Ontario, L6L 2X4

VIDEO CASSETTE EXCHANGE

PURCHASE NEW OR TRADE-IN YOUR USED, LEGALLY BOUGHT, BETA II
AND VHS FEATURES - (INCLUDING X-RATED)

rron 49 .95 v or  1(),00 vsep ror usep

HUNDREDS OF TOP QUALITY, LEGAL TAPES. SEND FOR FREE CATALOG
AND EXCHANGE INFORMATION.
(SOME BETA I & 3/4" UMATIC NEW TAPES AVAILABLE)

@rco ]

1 50 NORTH MAIN STREET
]n CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512

c- 609-665-0100

e

ADULT FEATURES FOR SALE
SEND FOR CATALOG
ARROW FILMS & VIDEO

1800 N. HIGHLAND AVE. #600
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028
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DO YOU
COLLECT FILMS?

If so, you'll find FILM COLLECTOR'S

Videophiles! WORLD invaluable. Each issue is over 60
THERE ARE LOTS OF VIDEO ITEMS newspaper-sized pages big featuring
hundreds of ads from film companies and
ADVERTISED FOR SALE IN EACH small collectors alike selling, trading and
ISSUE! ALSO VIDEO NEWS & buying all kinds of fims. Also posters,
pressbooks, movie stills, slides, film clips,
CHATTER BY OUR WRITERS! video, movie conventions and more!
MORE AND MORE OF YOUR TYPE We also have regular columns, news,
interviews, tours, centerspread posters and
OF MATERIAL IN EACH ISSUE! fantastic covers! 12 big issues only $6.00

FILM COLLECTOR'S WORLD
P.O. Box 248
Rapids City, lllinois 61278.

Please enter my 12-issue subscription right
away! |enclose $6.00.

1 1
] ]
] ]
] ]
1 ]
b pease rmnr ]
b jame 1
] 1
1 1
] ]
1 1
]

ciry STATE e
LR Ry pppp—— |

WANTED TO TRADE BETA-2 TAPES

ALL "LORD PETER WIMSEY" EPISODES FROM PBS

The fofLowing Movies:

The Man Who Came To Dinnen Captain Blood

Hickey And Boggs Farewell My Lovely

The Killing Paths 0f Glony

Touch 0f Evik You Can'zt Take 1t With You
Pat Garnett And Billy The Kid The Last Picture Show

1 have many tapes available for trade and would Like to
exchange £Lists.
Ray Cesmat, 7756 Balboa Boufevard, Van Nuys, CA 91406

Outside California Phone: 1-800-423-3093, or in California
outside 213 Anea Code 1-800-272-3264, on 213-988-1551.
9:30 - 4:30 PDT Mon - Fri.
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Videocassettes
Available in

VHS Format
as well as° BETAMAX
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FOR SALE: JVC 6100-U 3/4 inch U-MATIC FORMAT

VIDEOCASSETTE RECORDER

This unit has:

1) Record and playback functions

2) A built-in vhf/uhf tuner

3) RF converter for use on any television

4) Two-channel stereo audio

5) Audio dubbing function

6) A start/stop auto-timer

7) A/V lines in/out for dubbing or use with

professional monitor

8) Auto-repeat and search functions

9) Superior picture stability and resolution
THIS UNIT HAS A NEW VIDEO HEAD WITH LESS THAN

100 HOURS USE

THIS UNIT WAS BROUGHT UP TO JVC SPECIFICATIONS
IN FEBRUARY 1978 BY AUTHORIZED OUTLET AND IS
IN PERFECT PHYSICAL AND ELECTRONIC CONDITION.

All manuals and dust cover are included:
BEST OFFER OVER $800

Ashley Stephen Root
14212 Rippling Brook Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20906
call (301) 871-7610 evenings fer my
new phone number (I'm moving seon),
many, many references available - don't
hesitate to ask.
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ATTENTION VIDEO FREAKS !

CBS aired "Fear Is The Key" 7/15/78 .
If anyone recorded this please get in
touch with me as soon as possible. I
have been trying since 1975 to get a

dub of this . I will trade one copy
of anything I have (from All the
Presidents Men to Valentino) in any
of three formats 3/4" (preferred) or
1" Beta or VHS.

I will pay all shipping on this trade.
Paul Weiss 1825 W. 7™ St LA Ca. 90057

Would also like decent quality dub of
"Blindfold" Rock Hudson,Claudia Card.

SPECIALISTS IN HARD AND SOFTWARE

PRE-RECORDED ADULT MOVIES IN ALL

FORMATS

Introductory Software Special .

3 Adult Titles In Either Beta I, II or VHS

For ONLY $100.00 (plus tax & shipping)

-+HARDWARE SPECIALS- -

B/W Camera - 3/1 Zoom Lens; F/1.9
Thru-Lens Focusing - Pistol Grip
ONLY $240.00

Also Video Recorders -
Sanyo Beta Cord and JVC Vidstar Demos

ONLY $675.00

Also -

Beta Remote Pause Conversion $145,00

40,00
95.00
Sony Timer D20 to D30 Conversion 15.00

MEDIA ASSOCIATES MON-FRI: 9-6PM - SAT: 10-3PM

616 NATIONAL AVE - MT.VIEW - (415) 968 2444

Wireless Remote For VHS VTR

Automatic Commercial Eliminator




BELL & HOWELL COMPANY
VIDEO PRODUCT MANAGER

Bell and Howell Company is seeking a Video Product Manager to coordin-
ate and manage a broad range of Video activities, including Camera
Research Programs, Outsourcing Programs for decks and portable devices,
ete.

The position will be based in Chicago and will require travel to Bell
and Howell's California Video Operations and to Japan and Europe.

Prospective applicants should now be in the Video Industry or in an
associated electronics business, and should have a combination of
marketing/sales experience as well as a strong video technical back-
ground. Serious hobbists with sales management or mechandising as a
background could also be considered.

Remuneration will vary from $27,000 - $35,000 plus expenses and other
benefits, depending on experience.

Applicants should respond to:

Mr. Dbavid C. Beeching
Vice President - Planning
Consumer Products Group
7100 McCormick Road
Chicago, Illinois 60645

(312) 673-3300 Ext. 648/649

TOTAL SOUND TELEVISION

New “TST” Audio Adapter from PARALLAX Industries

i

eAllows you to connect your TV | Noﬂgecr)n léightgzg/ideo :

(using earphone jack) to your stereo !~ Y- BOX :

with properly matched impedence | SR, L :
- d ; : §. T

eDivides audio signal into both = i

speakers i |

ef-ully compatible with VTR Lt :

playback =[MM Expies :

| Om/c Expires :

4

ONLY $14.95 o emmmrong e iz = 200

NOW TELEVISION THAT SOUNDS AS GOOD AS /T LOOKS
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VAL

Video Action Library

SPECIAL LOW ‘HOME USE’ RENTAL PRICES BRING YOU PRE-
RECORDED SHOWS OF SPECIALIZED INTERESTS FOR USE ON
YOUR BETAMAX, TOSHIBA, OR ZENITH HOME VIDEO RECORDER.

Yes, the family’s new toy is good for more than just recording off the air.
You will find inside a whole new world of programs formerly only offered
to institutions at much greater rental prices or to the public only for sale.
Now you can rent from VAL at only $5 to $15 for a whole week, material
too unique for broadcast television yet too exciting to pass by. Share with
the family political discussions or historical movies that can generate the
kinds of progressive conversations too seldom enjoyed. Learn new study
skills, speed reading, or simply a lesson in Backgammon. Add a little spice
to your next dinner party: throw on a VAL recording with the coffee.

SEND HERE
foajour FREE The VIDEO ACTION LIBRARY (VAL)

is presented to you by

C F\TF\\,O(:}—N World Television

1204 West Twenty-seventh Street B Los Angeles, California 90007



THE BIG REEL HERE’S
WHAT YOU’VE MISSED.

Listings:
RlﬂE OF THE ROCKETMAN-Complete serial $350.00 LOVE ME TENDER-Elvis $150.00
%I:; IF(Ii.P\:Gcﬁd.OOVM S e SR 06 LOVE STORY-Color $109.00
-Color, cent Price o GIVE '"EM HELL, HARRY-Col 109.
THE LAST ROUND-UP-Gene Autry $89.00 NEW RCA VIDED.RECORDEROSg;OfOO -
DENNIS THE MENACE $14.00 VIDEO CASSETTES- 2 features for $69.95
LASSIE $19.00 RCA PROJECTOR $150.00

CANNON $25.00
THE WOLFMAN $195.00
BRIAN'S SONG-Color $150.00

BLOCK HEADS-Laurel and Hardy $125.00
YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS-Roy Rogers $87.00
THE THIRD MAN-Orson Wells $159.00

And A Thousand Plus More

T TTITS.

IF YOU HAVEN’T SUBSCRIBED TO

"The Mail Box"--Down-to-earth informative letters from collectors covering everything from the preservation of film to
an in-depth analysis of the video cassette/disc market.

Previews of upcoming events of special interest to all film buffs.
"“The Collector Jnder Fire"--A hard-hitting regular article written and compiled by Harry Thomas keeping readers in-

formed of their legal rights to own movies and the latest investigations by the major studios and the FBI.

“Meet The Collectors”--Featuring tne "real stars", our readers, in photos and short story form about the collectors and
readers of The BIG REEL.

Editorials by the editor and guest writers.

"Focus on Film"--Special interview with Kirby Grant by Rob Word.
Al "Fuzzy" St. John--A detailed three-page article by writer 0. D. Spivey.

Special low-priced classified ads--wanted 1istings offered at just 2¢ per word for subscribers.
"Movies for Rent"--One advertiser rents two features at only $10.00 - many titles to choose from.
“Thoughts On Laure] & Hardy"--Regular feature by Lance Scheland about those funny two, Babe and Stan.
“The Great Movie Comedians From Charlie Chaplin To Woody Allen"--Special review by Leonard Maltin.
"Where Are They Now?"--Bob Livingston, Buddy Roosevelt, Mary Philbin. By writer Thomas L. Parry.

"Living In Fear"--Writer and publisher Ken Weiss explores the collectors' ri

fear the possibility of an FBI visit.

Other a

"Film Facts" by Jerry Whittington; "Chapter One" by Lee Stanley;

cles and items of interest included were "Encounter With A

ghts in an open article about how many

SHOULDNT YOU SUBSCRIBE ? A

elluloid Love Goddess” by James Robert Haspiel;

“Gene Autry and The Phantom Empire" by David Rothel;

United Parcel Service tells how to prepare parcels for safe shipping -- and much, much more for your reading enjoy-

ment.

A1l this is from one typical issue, June 1978!

A year's subscription is still only $8.00. (12 ISSUES)

DRAWER B )
SUMMERFIELD, NORTH CAROLINA 27358

2 YEARS
$14.00
$30.00

ENCLOSED 15 § . PLEASE ENTER MY SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
BIG REEL FOR ____ YEARS.
U.S., U.S. POSSESSIONS AND CANADA: 1 YEAR

2ND CLASS $ 8.00

1ST CLASS $16.00

FOREIGN-AIR MAIL-1 YEAR-$30.00

2ND CLASS-1 YEAR-$16.00

U. S. FUNDS, PLEASE

Name.

MAIL TO: THE BIG REEL, DRAWER B, SUMMERFIELD, N.C. 27358

City

State

AT B AT A




VIDEO T.E.N., INC.
ANNOUNCES ITS NEW
EXCHANGE PROGRAM!

Now you can trade any tape purchased from VIDEO T.E.N. or any other Major
Label tape duplicator for 20% of cost. (For same price tape.)

Example: VIDEO T.E.N., INC. List $49.95
Your Exchange Cost = $10.00 plus $1.50 postage

VIDEO WAREHOUSE, INC. List $69.95
Your Exchange Cost = $14.00 plus $1.50 postage

If you trade up in price we will allow 80% of the cost of your trade toward the
higher cost of the tape you desire. No trading down accepted.

Tapes on the exchange program are guaranteed same as new tapes.

No tapes accepted for trade unless in excellent condition. (Our decision) No
home recorded tapes accepted — Major Labels Only — No unlabelled tapes ac-
cepted.

CATALOGS - $2.00 REFUNDABLE ON YOUR FIRST ORDER. NONE FREE
Enclose remittance with order. Credit Cards (VISA or MasterCharge), give full number and ex-
piration date. VIDEO T.E.N.,INC., - 121 LA VETA DRIVE, NE - ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108

For Information Phone 1-800-545-6581

SPECIALS
Just A Sampling Of Video Tapes Available

$49.95 BETAMAX Il — $54.95 VHS |l RATEDX $89.95BETAIl — $99.95VHSII RATEDX
. Till The Clouds Roll By . Inside Jennifer Welles plus Box Ball
. It's A Wonderful Life . Seven Into Snowy
. A Star Is Born (1937) . The Opening Of Misty Beethoven
. What's Up Tiger Lily . Private Afternoons Of Pamela Mann
. This Is The Army . Barbara Broadcast
. The Sin Of Harold Diddlebock (Harold Lloyd) . Cry For Cindy
. A Walk In The Sun . Naked Came The Stranger
. Gung Ho . Double Exposure of Holly
. The Outlaw — Jane Russell . Oriental Babysitter
10. Ecstacy — Hedy Lamar . Portrait Of Seduction
11. My Pal Trigger — Roy Rogers
12. The Lady Vanishes — Hitchcock Classic Thriller

OO~~~ B WN=
COONOODOEWN =

-

RATED X $110.00 BETA Il or VHS RATEDX RATEDR  $69.95BETAIl — $79.95VHS RATEDR
1. Maraschino Cherry 1. Swinging Stewardesses

2. Honey Pie — Full Length 2. Love Swedish Style

3. Kinky Ladies Of Bourbon Street 3. Hanky Panky

4. Life And Times Of Xaviera Hollander 4. Cry Uncle

5. Expose Me Lovely 5. Sexual Freedom In Brooklyn




THESE REGULAR $49.95 FEATURE MOVIES

. The Third Man — Orson Welles, Joseph Cotten

. The Animal Farm — George Orwell cartoon in color

. Night Of The Living Dead — Horror “Cult” Classic

. Little Shop of Horrors — Roger Corman Horror/Comedy

. Gulliver’'s Travels — Animated, Fleischer Musical color

. Popeye Trilogy — Three great color cartoons

. Superman’s Super Six — Six color episodes, animated.
.Jungle Book — Rudyard Kipling Classic with Sabu, color
. The Little Princess — Color, Shirley Temple's best.

. Life With Father — color, Wm. Powell, Irene Dunn, Broadway Classic
. Flying Deuces — Laurel & Hardy in the Foreign Legion

THESE REGULAR $110.00 SERIALS ON TWO TAPES

. Hurricane Express — John Wayne Railroad Thriller

. Flash Gordon Conquers The Universe — Buster Crabbe

. Mystery Squadron — Bob Steele, Airplane Thrills

. New Adventures Of Tarzan — Only one filmed in real Guatemala Jungle

. Don Winslow Of The Navy — Don Terry Fights the Scorpion

. Don Winslow Of The Coast Guard — Don Terry Does it Again

. The Phantom Creeps — Bela Lugosi, a mechanical monster, invisibility, etc.

THESE REGULAR $69.95 ADULT “X” FEATURES

. Cream Rinse — John Holmes, Cindy Adams
. Guess Who's Coming — Georgina Spelvin

. Million Dollar Mona — Candy Samples

. Superlady

. Jane Bond

. Devil’'s Due — Cindy West

. Teenage Bikers

. Teenage Cover Girls

=~ OO~ WN=—=

-

NOOEWN =
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BETA MAX |l

Super Special Summer Sale Ends: Sept. 30 78

Add $5.00 per tape to the above prices for VHS 2-hr Format

CALL US TOLL FREE — 1-800-545-6580
Use your BankAmericard, VISA, MasterCharge

------------------------

For Immediate Shipment of your orders, or send bank draft of money orders to:

VIDEO T.E.N., INC.
MAGNETIC COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
121 La Veta Drive, N.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Complete Catalogs are $2.00 or free with any order.




LET'S STANDARDIZE OUR COLLECTIONS

Too many times I hear that people are getting dubs of marginal quality
and are not being told what generation the dudb is.
The point is, let's standardize our guality code and use a standardization code.
When we make out our lists let's Yollow a set standardization code so other
collectors know exactly what gemeration dub they're getting.
This standardization code is simple to use and can be accepted by all.

STANDARDIZATION CODE

1U cececccccccsees U=MAPTIC MASTER 1st GENERATION
LR cassscoinsncess - IIEK MASTER 1st GENERATION
LY ssasvesinvesens D MASTER 1st GENERATION
IR Cveswiscinsssnce U MASTER 1st GENERATION
18 cecececcecsnsss V=CORD IT MASTER ( 1lst GENERATION )
2U cececessccecese U-RITIC 'DOUB 2nd GENERATION
BB aasdisesnsesies - TR DUB 2nd GENERATION
2V cesensediiiibn(SNED DUB 2nd GENERATION
B siivesinabasove "R DUB 2nd GENERATION
BB ssvissensiviins ORI OB 2nd GENERATION
DUB +evsscssscsssss ORIGIN AND GENERATION UNENOWN

( For example: Say, you just recorded a movie off television on a EETA
machine at X-2. When you list it, put "NAME OF MOVIE" (1 B) (X-2) A
This means that you taped it direct (1 B) and is a 1st generation ( master ),
you recorded it at the slow speed (X-2), and it is an excellent quality (4).°

QUALITY CODE

l‘&"?ll,!b

LA R R RS R ERERERE R RN ]
LA R AR R R E R ERERE RN ]
AR A R R R R R R R NN ]
(AR E RN EENEENRENENN]
(AR R R R R R E RN NN
LA A A R R RN SRR E RN

LA R R AR RN ERERENEN]

EXCELLENT

VERY GOOD

@ooD

FAIR PO Q00D ( quality varies at times )

FAIR

BAD QUALITY ( EBETTER THAN NOT HAVING IT )

THE PITS ( WHY YOU WOULD KEEP THIS WE DON'T KNOW )

Wanted

The Videophiles of New Jersey (V.N.J.) are seeking
to contact readers in England who would be interested
in possible trades of material on videocassette.

VIDEOPHILES OF NEW JERSEY

c/o John Conte

52 NEPTUNE AVENUE

JERSEY CITY,

NEW JERSEY
07305

Wanted Wanted

THE PRODUCERS ——— DRACULA EAS RISEN FROM THE GRAVE ——— DOBIE GILLIS (series)
SOAP ( EPISODES #4, #7, #8, #10, #15, #17 ) ——— PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (CHANEY)
SHERLOCK HOLMES movies ( BASIL RATHBONE ) —— QUARK ( 3rd EPISODE to FINAL )
Anything on 1960's ENGLISH BANDS... DAVE CLARK FIVE, YARDBIRDS, KINKS, etc....

STEVE MARTIN ( on 'TONIGHT SHOW'

with the sports car )

sex vampire films of JEAN ROLLIN ——— KISS ME DEADLY ——— MALTESE FALCON
ANOS 'N' ANDY — CAR 54, WHERE ARE YOU ? —— IT'S A MAD MAD MAD MAD WORLD

Any U-MATIC or BETA ocollector with access to QUEE programming im Ohio-
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Introducing LARRY URBANSKI

8142 South Kenneth

Chicago, Illinois 60652
|DEO s1 AR 312.585-1369
Rl

Manufactured to fit
these VTR units:

Betamax
Magnovox

A GIANT NEW
CONCEPT IN HOME
ENTERTAINMENT!

The Video Star gives you a thrilling new
look at television. It's larger than life . . .

a full 12 square feet of viewing area . . . over
ten times the size of even the biggest-selling
conventional color TV screen. You'll enjoy

sports events on the 50 yard line. Movies
have all the drama of the big screen. All your
favorite programs take on a new dimension.

NOW! Big screen television at an affordable price,
Fully washable screen, Handsome cabinet, Tron-Ex 111
Lens for excellent reproduction...

Complete unit with 32x40 screen, 50in, diagonal....
$995.00 plus freight,

Complete unit with 40x5% screen, 67in, diagonal....
$1095.00 plus freight.



VIDEO TAPE DIRECTORY SERVICE INTERMATIONAL

IF YOU HAVE IT ON TAPE TELL US ABOUT IT!

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 170 of you, from 26 states,
that have responded, identifying 437 program/film titles in your libraries, ac-
quired by you in the form of commercially pre-recorded tapes, QUBE, HBO, or from
other Television sources. We do not wish to know of material obtained from other
sources, nor will we include such material in our files/listings. It is not our
intention or desire to involve you or ourselves in the current copyright dispute.

As this is our last opportunity to address ourselves to you through TVN, prior to
our 31 October deadline, let us briefly describe our service to you once again.

1. Tell us what you have in your Library, Legitimately acquired by you, that
you would be prepared to exchange/trade/loan to other VTDSI members. Simply fill
in the form below and return it to us.

2. We will introduce that information into our computer,

3. On November 1 you will be contacted and offered Charter Membership in
VTDSI at an annual subscription rate of $18.50 per year (Normal membership will
be $27.50 per year).

4. Charter Membership rates will apply for each subsequent subscription, as
long as continuous membership is maintained.

5. You may write to us as often as you like, seeking other material you
would like to have in your personal libraries. (Include a self addressed stamped
envelope each time.) We will identify to you the person(s) living closest to you
having the material you are seeking in the format you require.

6. If we do not know the whereabouts of the material you require we will
include your "wants" in our advertisements which will appear in every issue of TVN.

7. You will be provided an alphabetical listing of all material in our files
initially, and be sent monthly update listings.

8. VTDSI will be offering specials, to members only, on Video games, soft-
ware, blank cassettes, tape storage racks, whatever you tell you would like to see
made available.

THAT'S IT - WRITE TODAY
VIDEO TAPE DIRECTORY SERVICE INT'L COMPLETE AND RETURN BY 31 OCT 78
P.0. BOX 43744 (DEPT A) PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89104

YES! I'M INTERESTED!

( )
FULL NAME AREA CODE/PHONE NUMBER
ADDRESS (APT #/SPACE #) TYPE OF VCR EQUIPMENT YOU HAVE
CITY/STATE Z1P 1 HAVE THE FOLLOWING TAPES AND WOULD

BE WILLING TO EXCHANGE/TRADE/LOAN OR OTHERWISE MAKE AVAILABLE TO OTHER VTDSI MEMBERS:
FULL TITLE (PLEASE LIST ALPHABETICALLY) RUNNING TIME FORMAT CATEGORY SOURCE

IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE PLAIN LINED PAPER...............SEND NO MONEY::

56



It's time

RELAX AND ENJOY YOUR V.H.S.
FOR THE FIRST time.. time.
MAKES IT EASY TO VIEW YOUR
CLOCK/TIMER FROM ACROSS THE
ROOM. NO LONGER WILL YOU
HAVE TO CONTORT YOURSELF TO
SEE THE CLOCK/TIMER. time. WAS
DEVELOPED FOR USE ON: RCA,
PANASONIC, MAGNAVOX, AND
WARDS VIDEO TAPE MACHINES.
ISN'TITtime. FORYOU TORELAX?

time. is manufactured
by McDu VIDEO

r—-—-o——o—-—..—a—.—_—.————.—.—-———-—-—.—;—-—-—-.————-.

time. ... $15.95

Add 75¢ for postage and handling.
Washington residents add 5.1% sales
tax.

| want time.. Please send
me time(s).» Enclosed is
a check or money order payable to
McDu Video for ________. Send to
time,. McDu Video, 6605 N. Victor,
Spokane, WA 99208.

NAME

ADDRESS ’

STREET

CITy STATE ZIP
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-Video Cassette Cabinet.
At last, protection with looks and style.

Sturdy see-thru dust cover is hinged
and removable with titles easy to read.
--Plush velvet lining in a handsome
walnut finish base.

Regular price $34.95 .
®24.95 each postage paid
INTRODUCTION SALE Y= (88

IO AT Gos o
Protect your valuable ¢ .

(and sometimes irreplaceable) video tapes!

For Video equipment protection we guarantee your satisfaction.

.......
.............................................................................................

Allow 4 weeks for delivery. e I nenees
| [ S P Mail check or money order to:
Address.......cicsinsissamninsees LAKESIDE

P.0. 5336
[, NENCS——r s Lake Station, Ind. 46405
State.....ovueuinenn. /S 2 S RS

--------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

-------------------------------------------------




Protect your expensive video investment.

Protect it from harmful dust,
dirt or accidental water splllage
(wh10h is not usually covred

Durable plastic TV Video Recorder covers for
RCA Select-A-Vision, Betamax, Magnavox,
Zenith and other popular models

l}_\‘ ‘:“H\ \“\\ \\
wm 5

> ] W\\\ \\W\\m \\\\\\\ \\\\]}\\\

...........

‘4—-——-___.—'.—-"—{

A
only

$9 95 each postage Paid ssmesm.

10 or more covers --

...........................
Setatotetiey '-'-‘-loo —————————— - ————— i ———— ——————————————— - — - - ——

any STATE b3

CEESS  PLEASE PRINT Plecse oliow up 10 4 weeks for delivery.
Il\
Mzil check or money order to:
LAKESIDE

NAME
/
P.O. 5336

S Encmdss l QI'ISSTAHON. [ND-MS 8 ........................




WHEN COMEDY WAS KING...A GREAT COMPILATION
FPEATURING CHAPLIN, KEATON, LAUREL AND HARDY,

A HOST OF OTHER CLASSIC COMEDIANS.......CODZ

plus

THE GOLDEN AGE OF COMEDY.esecssacssasessCOUE
THE GREAT STONE FACE...Henry Morgan narrates
this entertaining look at Buster Keaton.CODE
LADY TAKES A CHANCZ..John #ayne, Jean Arthur
and Phil Silvers in a clever comedy.....COUs A
RETURN OF THE TALL BLOND MAN WITH ONZ BLACK
SHOE...France's favorite spy is back....CODZ A
MY FAVORITE BRUNEITE...Bob Hope..s... CODE A
REEFPER MADNES5...A Comedy Masterpiece...COLz A
SPOT LIGHT SCANDALS...Billy Gilbert, Frank Fay
and Harry Langdon in a Comedy-Musical...CODZ A
CHECK AND DOUBLE CHECK..Amos & Andy.....CODE A

| “WHEN COMEDY
| WAS KING"

VIXEN....RUSS MEYZR CREATED THIS SCANDALOUS

(1) MOVIE ABOUT A WOMEN WITH POWERFUL DESIRES.

ITS 15 BOTH EROTIC & WITTY.sssseseesesssCODE E
plus

CHERRY, HARRY & RAQUEL...Another Meyer mixture
of sex, violence and humOT....ssessese..CODE E
THE LICKERISH QUARTET...Radley Metzger's
stylish erotic fantasy...ccsssssssssseesCODE E
THE LIBERTINE...Catherine Spaak and Jean-Louis
Trintignant in a bizarre thriller.......CODE £
BEST OF MIDNIGHT BIUZ...Cable TV's wildest
show is now avaible On tape.ssccssevesssCODE T
THE OPENING OF MISTY BEETHOVEN...Henry Paris
directs an erotic 'Pygmalion’...ssssse+.CO0DE 5
HONEYF1E...With the ever-popular Miss Jennifer
WelleBeoccocosssssssssnsnssnnnssssssceasCODE S

THE STAR TREX BLOOPERS...25 MINUTSS WORTH OF

CLASSIC OUTTAKES. UNCUT, UNCENSORED, AND AN

ABSOLUTE RIUT........i......-....-..-...CODB J
plus

SUPER BLOOPERS #1..An Hour of Madness with TV
Bloopers, Sports Bloopers, 0ld Movie Bloopers,
Abbott & Costello and mOT@esssssecessss,CODE K

ok W e lul--

DARK STAR...A DEFINITE CULT FIIM. THIS LITTLZ
-KNOWN GEM IS BOTH A WITTY PARODY AND A TAUT
CHILLER WITH A GREAT ENDING...ecessss2..C0DE A
plus

SUPER BLOOPERS #2..Another Mad Hour with Don
Adams, James Arness, Star Irek, Mannix, and
commercials that won't be on TV...e0.0..CODE K

THINGS TO COME...Famous British adaptation of
the H.G. Wells noVel.ecscssessscasssssncs QLE

DEVIL DOLL..The class.

ic 'dummy-comes-alive'

JYNAMITE CHICKZN,..An electronic magazine of
the 70's with Joan Baez, Lenny Bruce, Jimi
Hendrix, 5ha Na Na & others...sssesss...CODE A
MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR..The Pab (?) Four..CODE K
CARTOON CLASSICS...Too many titles to mention,
but we have Warner Brothers wartime cartoons,
Betty Boop, Popeye, and other greats available

i e canessssasbsinasodosassnaensesssnBOUDR
NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD...Gruesome 1...CODE
FLASH GORDON CONQUERS THE UNIVERSE...Buster
Crabbe & friends save earth from doom...CUDE A
CORRIDORS OF BLOOD...Boris Karloff..ss++CODE A
TEENAGE ZOMBIES...A high-water mark in horror
PLIMBe s sscscassssscsunssissnanasscsee s CODE A
1L0ST IN SPACE...The pilot episode (played with
straight faces) of the IV series........CODE K

e >

- R
Golden Classics - \(
S : A PRICE LIST - PLZASE REQUSST BETA X-1/
sas L] ssssens s e
TS BEUE AROELsao oo easedes 1200005 4 ELVIS BSTA X-2 WHEN ORDERING BETAMAX TAPES.
Dumm;qs..........ui....’a.......ggji A CODE A ... BETA X-2 or VHS....$ 49.9
GULLIVER'S TRAVZLS..Animated,s.....CODZ B . BETA X-leececososesd 69.95
THE LADY VANISHES...HitchcoCKssese.C0D2 A GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS......CODE A | loopg E ... BETA X-2 or VHS....§ 89.95
"M'...Feter LOrTe.ecessssssssssessCODE A KING CREOLE«sssssansssss.CODE A B X=ToessessesssBi00:9
THE MOST DANGEROUS GAME.:esssessas +CODE A 3.1. BIUES..esnssensnsrssCODE A | JOODE J ... BETA or VES (2 }m;.s 29.95
A STAR 15 BORN...Frederick March...CODE A BLUE HAWAII.....:e..0.++-CODE A | JOODE X ... BEPA or VS (1 HR).8 39.9
OPEN CITY...R088ellini.cccecssssss «CUDE A !’LN‘IN A.CAPULLO...--.....MUDE A CODE S ... BETA X-2 or VHS....$ 99.9
OF HUMAK BONDAGE...Bette Davis.....CODE 4 ROUSTABOUT,ssosvesnassssCODE A BETA X=1escessesees$ 99.95
HIS GIRL PRIDAY...Rosalind Russell .CUDE A PARADISE, HAWAIIAN STYLE.CODE A § |CODE T ... BETA X-2 or VHS....$ 79.95
MEET JOHN DOBsvessscssssssasescses COUE A __J N\

Variety Programs

THE FRENCH CONNECTION:sssesscses«oCODE
THE JRAPES OF WRATH.ssossessaseessCODE
CLEOPATRA. .. +++CODE
CAN-CAN:vssnnsnnasnans
THE KING AND Tesesnscecee
ELIO DOLLYsecosos sosasves sassssssCODE
THE HOT ROCK. soccsscssssssnssansssCODE
ANASTASIA: coananescsansssssasssessCODE
THE SEVEN YEAR ITCHeessssacscssssCODE
HOW TO MARRY A MILLIONAIRE........CODE
JENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES....e.ess.CODE
BUS STOPssssssssessnssnas +sssesCODE
TORA !, TORA !, TORA !.. ++++CODE
THE LONGEST DAYucecsssssscsassnsssCODBE
PATION. ceavssosssnssassssssassssssCODE
ARARS®H, .0 vesessanssnsssssssssssssCUDE
THE DAY THE ZARTH STOOD STILL.....CODE
FPANTASTIC VOYAGE..sssssssaasesses-CODE

PLEASE ADD §2 TO EACH ORDER TO COVER THE COST

OF POSTAGE AND HANDLING. NEW YORK RESIDENTS MUST
ADD APFROPRIATE SALES TAX. ALL ORDERS MUST B
ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNATURE FORM OR ORDER WILL
NOT BE PROCESSED. FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG, SiNJ
US A LARGE S.A.S5.E. TODAY 1!

HKA Cinema Service
43 East 10th Street
New York , NY 10003

NOTE: SIGNATURE REQUIRED TO FiLL ORDER

I/We understand thal L/'We are acquiing these video programs for home and
theatncal use only. All other nghts including g are and
prohibited. | confirm by my signature that | am of legal age.

non-
"

ot AEEEHE

&

(Signature)




Rochester

WIDEO EMWARENIESS

34 STUTSON STREET (Upper) ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14612
716-865-5973 716-865-4650 (After 5 PM)

Walnut

Look Holds 18
VHSor
BETA
Video
Cassettes

Velvet-Like

Interior

For Video Philes ONLY! JUST $19.95or 3 for $50.00

(Includes: Shipping & Handling in the Continental United States)
Send a Cashier’s Check or Money Order For Yours TODAY'!

|
Rich
Brown
[
!
i
1

vaO PLAYERS I Shipping & Handling,

‘ N.Y.S. Residents add 7%
| REGORDE Rs Sales Tax VIDEOT APE Shipp:,;L‘;SH;-,g"%

Zenith 9000W BETA Just $680.00
BETA L500Tape 12ormore  Just $12.580ea
1979 Name Brand VHS 4 Hr Recorder VHS2Hr Tape 120rmore Just $13.50ea

Just $739.00 1
1979 Sanyo BETA Just $739.00 VHS4 Hr Tape 12 or more Just $18.50 ea

(QUANTITIES LIMITED)

ALSO AVAILABLE: TDK VHS Tape! Call or write for case quantities on
ANY Tapefor ANY Format!

WE APOLOGIZE: To all Videophiles that had problems reaching us for orders from ourlast
‘ ad. We have just moved to our new studio and it will now be easier to get through. Also, we
I apologize to all videophiles wishing to use Bank Americard or Master Charge Cards for
[ purchases from ourlast ad. Our bank would not allow mail order charges with these cards,
5 however, the bank has stated since, they will act asa clearing house for the wiring of cash for
[ ALL purchases from now on. Please call for more information on this service. Wearetruly
Sorry ...Andarenow looking forward to doing business with you! J
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‘s THE MOST HILARIOUS
éﬁ WILDEST MOVIE
_IS HERE!_
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“Hilarious.
Left me hungry
for more.
When was the
last time that
happened in
the movies?”

—Donia Mills,
Washington Siar News

“Insanely
funny,
outrageous
and
irreverent.”

-PLAYBOY
MAGAZINE

“‘May be the
funniest
movie of
the year.
Rush to
seeit.”

—Will Jones,
Minneapolis Tribune
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A Ken Shapiro Film

Produced and Directed by Ken Shapiro « writien by Ken Shapiro with Lane Sarasohn

This title, and many more, are available for purchase on
BETA {349.951 on VHS ($54.95)

Send for catalog and member plan information which will give you a
10% discount on purchases and allow you to join our RENT-A-TAPE program.

Special to TVN subscribers only: KCA-60 U-Matic blanks

BRAND NEW-TOP QUALITY

$18.50 ladd 50¢ each tape
gorn UPS)

studio film & tape, inc.

6424 santa monica bivd. hollywood, calif. 90038 phone: 213/466-8101
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JOE ALAZZINI'S (I-MATIC & RETA NOTES

This issue I thought I'd tell you
about my testing of ten video tape
recorders over the past month.

Some I had as long as a month and
others as short as a weekend.

I live in an area of Los Angeles
that has excellent antenna
reception, but no cable. I used
my 75 ohm antenna lead-in to
record off-air programs and make
dubs to see how well one machine
would transfer to another.

The 3/4" U-Matic machines tested
were

SONY VO-2600

SONY VO-1800

SONY VO-1200

JVC CR-6300U

The Beta format machines were

SONY SLO-260
SONY SLO-320
SONY SL-8200
SONY SL-8600

The VHS machines were

JVC VIDSTAR
RCA 200

Of all the machines, the Sony
SL-8200 offered the best value
for the money. It had two
that were svitchable and
excellent video signal to noise
ratio. If you don't need a
two speed machine, then the
Sony SL-8600 is the best buy
with its built-in LED timer
ana remote pause. Nelther
machine, though, had a switch-
able input selector, which is
essential if you use a camera
and/or another video tape
recorder. At the present time
these machines are switched
into the "line" input through
insertion of male plugs into
the video in and out connectors.

The JVC VIDSTAR and RCA 200
both offered input switches.
The best switch was on the RCA
because the Vidstar's was too
close to the VCR/TV switch
and often I would mistakenly
switch the input ruining the
dub I was making.

Of the 3/4" U-Matic machines,
the Sony 2600 was the best with
its professional-feeling
solenoids. However, for all
around use, the old V0-1800
(still available as a used
machine for as low as $750)

was the best because it had
switchable RF output, color/
B&GW switch and a skew control,

which was forgotten on the
2600.

The JVC 6300 had many problems.

The worst was its threading
procedure, The tape is removed
from the cassette and then

pulled by an armm until a switch
activates the threading ring
further. It was complicated

and failed twice. To make

matters worse, the inmput switch
was on the back and there was

no color/B&W switch. This switch
makes dubbing B&W material from one
machine to another easier because
many machines have a tendency to
"seek" color if it isn't there and,
in multi-generation dubs, the color
noise becomes quite objectionable,

If you've the money to afford the
tape, then the Sony SLO-320 is the
machine to consider. With its

fine remote control "calculator"
switching system and its flawless
performance, it is a winner.
However, you'll have to buy a separ-
ate tuner/timer which runs around
$350 from Sony. I use the Sony
TT-100 for my 1800 and it works
fine. Marc's column will tell you
more about the nmew generation of
tuner/timers on the market. Basic-
ally, a tuner/timer is nothing more
than a TV set without a picture
tube.

To be sure that the test situations
were consistent, I used a line of
tape we handle here made by a major
equipment/tape manufacturer. We

at STUDIO FIIM § TAPE ‘are selling
this 3/4" KCA-60 tape for only $18.50
to TVN subscribers. I used Sony tape
in the Beta machines, JVC tape in the
Vidstar and RCA tape in the RCA.

In the 1/2" format, only the 320 had
automatic rewind, which is a nice
feature.
were reliable, 1 ran the RCA and the
SL-8200 36 hours non-stop once just
to see how they would work and y
worked fine.

The machine doesn't appear to be
too heavy duty to me, but I do
know a cable company that uses
them exclusively to rewind tapes
and they have had no problem in
that area.

Only the VHS machines offered

you a UHF output. This is import-
ant because on the Sony machines
if you feed a UHF signal into the
tape recorder, you never see it
again, except on tape. With the
RCA you don't need a UHF splitter,
which can weaken your UHF input.

The tracking control was never

All had memory. All machines

needed on the Sony machines, but in
playing tapes recorded on another
VHS machine, it was. Fortunately,
the JVC VHS only recorded in the
fast speed, so its picture quality
would be rated excellent. It's not
as good, I feel, as the Beta 320,
but then the 320 is a machine that
is special and not intended for the
home market, though Ray, Art and
Marc all have one.

Tuner sensitivity and quality is
important. The best tuners were to
be found in the Sony 8200, 8600 and
SLO-260 machines. The next best was
the TT-100 separate tuner/timer.

I found the JVC VHS and RCA VHS
tuners to be about equal to the
TT-100. The worst tuner was found
in the JVC 6300 U-Matic. To be
fair, it should be pointed out that
the JVC 6300 has not been in pro-
duction for some time now, but it was
around when the TT-100 was around.

Only the older JVC 3/4" machine had
a feature that I would like to see
incorporated into all machines: a
battery in the timer. When the JVC
6300 was unplugged, its timer still
continued to operate. This meant
that you didn't have to reset the
timer should the power fail or if
you transported it to another house.
The worst timer was the one that
came with the 8200 and SLO-260. It
was hard to set and read. The best
timer was on the JVC Vidstar, but

it was a 24 hour clock and more than
once I would set it for 8:00 thinking
it would turn itself on at 8:00 at
night only to tind out that 20:00 was
really 8:00 at night. The RCA's and
8600's timers were attractive and easy
to set.

Remote controls are available for the
JVC 3/4" and the Sony 2600 machines.
However, the audio outputs and inputs
of the JVC 6300 were of the DIN
variety which means you have to have
a special connector to tap those con-
nections. Also, there was no standard
8 pin input/output jack as with the
VO-1800, V0-2600 or SLO-320. The 8
pin jack makes connection to another
machine easy as well as connection
to a tuner/timer.

There are many JVC 6300 machines
available inused condition for as
low as $90. T don't recommend purch-
asing one, however, because I1've
worked with three of them and all
have developed an odd problem after
several hours of use: the pinch
roller becomes deformed creating
tracking problems in both record

and playback.



The color-lock control, which is never
found on 1/2'" machines, has come in
handy once or twice for me. It lets
you manually control the color locking
signal and I sure prefer JVC's 3/4"
control which is on the top front of
the machine as opposed to Sony's which
is on the back.

The JVC 6300, however, had a tracking
control that made it the worst to deal
with. Sony's 3/4" V0-1800 allowed
you to pull the tracking knob up to
take it out of the auto mode. With
the JVC you turned the knob clock-
wise which didn't allow you to make
delicate "tweeking" during dubbing

as with the 1800.

Though the SLO-260 is no longer
available, you might find some used.
It's a good machine. It resembles
the 7200A a great deal. It is one
hour only, but has still frame, audio
dub and a VU meter for audio with a
limiter. Of course these features
are also incorporated into the newer
SLO-320.

There is no audio level control on
the VHS or consumer Beta machines.
You can, however, audio dub on the
VHS machines. I have never used
this feature because I prefer using
my 3/4" machine which offers two
audio tracks.

By the way, you 3/4" users should
always use Channel 2 for audio because
it is better protected on the tape
than Channel 1. Channel 1 is stored
right near the edge and for rock
music it can prove frustrating
because many U-Matic tapes have
slight ripples along the edge which
ﬁes fluttering in the playback of
0.

If anyone out there is wondering if
they should go U-Matic or Beta I hope
I can convince you that Beta is the
only way to go. I honestly think
that, all things considered, the X-2
Betamax is the best all around value
for the money. Several papers have
been published pointing out that
the SL-8200 has 2Db better video
signal to noise ratio in the X-2
mode. This is because automatic
correcting circuitry enters into
the system in the slower speed. Of
course, the best quality will be
achieved on an X-1 only machine
because it is adjusted specifically
| for X-1.

The 'only tape-related problem I had
was when I inserted a JVC 60 tape
into an RCA machine. It recorded
fine, but when it came time to take
the tape out, it jammed in the
machine. I learmed since then that
this was a shared fault between JVC
and RCA. JVC's cassette design is
not a good one. Pry the front flap
up sometime on a VHS and try to do
the same with a Beta tape. You'll

see that the flap can easily get
caught inside the machine when it
is being releasdéd to cover the
tape. This happened and it took a
screwdriver and 15 minutes to get
the tape away from the machine. I
took the JVC tape back to the
dealer I bought it from and he said
I had to send it directly to JVC in
New Jersey, so I did. As far as I
know, Sony replaces its tape ou
the spot, but I've never had to
return one.

All formats can be protected from
accidental erasure of tape. The
U-Matic's system is the best be-
cause all you have to do is remove
a red tab at the bottom of the
cassette. This makes erasure easier
later on. The most difficult to use
was the Betamax tape because it re-
quired you to pnch in a tab on the
left side and you had to tape over
the hole to record again. The VHS
had a nice touch with its tab at

the back. It, however, required

a visible piece of tape to allow
recording.

It was enjoyable using the four
hour VHS tape, but transfers of good
quality was difficult to achieve and
it took forever to find selections
on a tape that length.

The Beta X-2 quality was far better
than VHS's X-4, I did think the
sound with VHS machines was very
good. The 3/4" machines all, of
course, had better sound because

the tape is moving many times faster
by the audid head.

If you're recording rock music stuff
off the air, then you should use the
X-1 speed in the 8200. The sound
in X-2 by the 8600 did not sound
improved like Sony promised a few
months ago, but in general, the ease
of operation and the value of a
built-in timer along with front as
well as top operating lights made
the 8600 a fine machine.

I'd like to close this comparison
by giving you the rundown on the
two types of loading systems
available for 1/2'" machines.

One of the biggest problems with the
older U-Matics (the 1200 § 1800) was
that the tape was brought back into
the cassette when rewind or fast
forward modes were required. The
Beta system does away with this by
keeping the tape near the heads.

The Beta uses a loading system very
similar to the 2000 series U-Matic
machines, which we will refer to

as the "U" system. Sony originated
the "M" system which is presently
being used by the VHS people.

Tape Path ‘U SYSTEM.

HEAD DRUM ASSY.

NOTE:By pulling the tape
in theie models you can
feel the d
tape tension in the twe
tape paths.

U-LOADING SYSTEM.
Beta Format

I know the U system diagram above
looks kind of Rube Goldberg, but it
really is better. For one thing, we
have proof of its quality with years
of successful use.

Thanks to Ted Dickson of Sony, I have
the following comparison. 1 welcome
rebuttals from VHS people. I certainly
don't plan to berate the VHS system,

but our publication goes to many people
who are considering either purchase of
a machine for the first time or who
want to buy a second machine for dubbing

purposes.

1. Tape tension is much less in the
""" system. Excessive tension causes
tape to stretch.

2. Interchange is lost when tape is
stretched. Interchange is the ability
to play a tape on another machine.

3. Rewind and F.F. is easy in the '"U"
system. Because of the excessive
tension in the '"M" system, the tape
must be returned to the cassette for
rewind and F.F., hence the 'M" system
mechanism is subject to more wear.




Tope Path ‘M SYSTEM.

HEAD DRUM ASSY.

SOLID LINE. P8, REC, PAUSE
DOTTED LINE: STOP, FF, REW

Ul

O

M-LOADING SYSTEM.
VHS Format

4, When the "M" loading system is
used, the tape is exposed to 1 1/2
times the tension as the '"U" loading
system. It is easy to see that on a
2 hour recording the 'M" loading
systems would be exposing the tape
to 2 hours of this excess tension in
recording. Then an additional 2
hours when it is played back, for a
total of 4 hours.

The Sony '"U" format stays loaded
during fast forward and rewind. The
tape is exposed to only 3 to 4
minutes of slight tension on a maximum
of 8 minutes to rewind after record
and playback of a 2 hour program.

It's in clear view that 8 minutes
of exposure to a slight tension

is far less damaging than 4 hours
of excess tension to the tape over
the same viewing time.

5. The 'M'" loading system has to
load and unload the tape too often,
cuasing the operator to have to
wait between loading modes. The
recorded can be forced into a jam-
up condition very easily. This is
not a problem with the '"U'" Beta
format.

6. Since the '"M" loading systems
loads and unloads 8 to 20 seconds
of tape back into the cassette it
makes it very difficult to edit or
find a exact point on the tape

even with the counter. The "U"
Beta format stays loaded and is very
easy to find an exact place on the
tape.

Warranty is important, too. Maybe
my dealer was atypical by not giving
me another JVC tape on the spot when
mine proved defective, but take a
look sometime at the warranty labels
that accompany your tape. RCA's video
tape warranty reads as follows:
"RCA Corporation warrants
only that for the first
time it is used."
Sony, however, says:
"Sony has a 90 day warranty
on materials and workman-
ship."

Well, that about does the comparison.
Again, the best buy, if you're just
beginning this wonderful new field
of interest, is the SL-8600 X-2 only
machine by Sony. It runs between
$850-$1095 depending upon where you
buy one. The Zenith and Toshiba are
identical and made by Sony.

If you have friends or have tapes
yourself that are X-1, then consider
the Sony SL-8200. There are still a
few crated Zenith and Toshiba equiv-
alent models around going for as low
as $695.

If you have money, buy the SLO-320
solenroid remote controlled X-1 Beta.

If you have lots and lots of money
and want the very best quality (no
matter what Beta people say, the
3/4" is definitely clearer) go
Sony 2600 U-Matic. But be prepared
to mortgage your home and wife be-
cause you have to buy an RF output
and tuner/timer for any Sony 3/4"
machine, and that will run you

an ‘additional $450 making your

tab over $2000.

Don't forget tape cost. Even with
the line of tape I am handling for
sale in 3/4", it's still $13 for
two hours of Betamax as opposed to
$37 for two hours of KCA-60 stuff.

The above photo is of my Sony SB-300

Tapecorder Selector. This $50 jewel
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really makes audio switching a dream.
I run my FM/AM receiver into it along
with two video tape recorders and I

can switch anything into anything. I
can, for example, have one audio tape
recorder feeding another, while I am

listening to a third (or even source!)

It is invaluable for transferring
audio to the U-Matic or taking the
video tape recorder sound and trans-
ferring it to audio tape for one
reason or another.

The switching is fimm and positive
and with two years of wear on it

hasn't created any problems or A
noise.
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H-310

Printed above is a nifty new toy fram

Sony. I just bought one and consider
it a true bargain. The list, I be-
lieve, is around $290. I paid $210
here in L.A. for this cambo FM/AM
Audio Cassette TV. The screen is anly
3", but its quality is exceptional.
It fits nicely on top of my Sony 1741R
TV and makes a great monitor for vid-
eotaping. When it is detuned, it be-
cames just sloppy enough to help you
adjust the skew on a 3/4" machine. It
doesn't have decent tuning, but the
continuous tuner works fine because
there are three bands to choose from
so you aren't forever turning the
knob to get a station. The input in
the back is 75 ohm mini. The machine
is very portable (at 8 lbs. I would
think so!) and can be run on just
about any voltage supply. The audio
cassette and FM quality is excellent.
The only thing I didn't care for was
the carrying strap that attaches to
chrome bolts on the top. I prefer
JVC's horizontal approach with a han-
dle for carrying around.



When I moved to L.A., I just couldn't
haul my large JBL speakers with me. I
needed s that were small and
cheap so I settled on the AURATONE
monitor speakers that are used exten-
sively in studios to give the engineers
a sense of the "real world" audio.

These speakers are cubes 6 1/2" in
size that cost only $59.95 per pair.
They have a 26 ounce magnet and are
fully guaranteed for one year. You €an
get them from

KENNETH A. BACON ASSOCIATES
216 MonTEGO KEY.
Novato. CA 94947

I certainly recommend them. They come in
a very attractive walnut cabinet and can

take 20 watts RMS easily. They're small

enough to fit well in a large car or van

with great sonic results.

you know by now, Marc Wielage
zgeared on a panel discussing
rights of home video users.
This "meeting of the minds" was
duly reported in a recent EDUCATIONAL
§ INDUSTRIAL TELEVISION issue.

Tapes of the 1978 Videoshow are
now available. Though the adver-
tisement "Complete Show," I
believe it is around 4-6 hours

of condensed lectures. I purchased
AMWVID's condension of last year's
show and have just ordered this
year's.

So, if you're interested in hearing
Marc (I'm sure he's on the tape)
send a check for $23.50 which
includes postage to

AMVID COMMUNICATIONS
2100 Sepurvepa BLvp..
ManHATTAN BeacH. CA 90266

You've probably written away for
Comprehensive's new catalog. It
is marvelous and lists for §5.
I'm sure, however, that a call
to their toll free number
(800/526-0242) will get you one
without cost.

But, MARSHALL ELECTRONICS
P.0., Box 2027.
Curver CiTy, CA 90230

offers the same connectors at a
more reasonable cost. I would
recommend that you stay with
Comprehensive for such things
as cable ties and markers.

Marshall isn't cheap, but they
are lower in cost :gan

In the near future Marc and 1
will be offering you connectors
through TVN/West, but in the mean-
time write these people to get an
idea of what they offer.

They have a complete line of
video connectors. They have

75 ohm connecting cables and

the nifty new "F'"' push-on
connectors. Their AB switch is
essential if you are using two
video tape recorders and have
only one monitor. The list is
$14.95 and they have one for
$8.95. The hassle of unscrewing
and screwing in your F connectors
at the back of your set or VIR
can be avoided by buying the
Evush-on version (A-2120) for only

By the way, if you will remember,
some of us U-Matic people were

having problems transferring material

from U-Matic to Beta during bright
sequences.
which was very irritating.
that my VO-1800 was putting out

Comprehsive.

A 60Hz buzz would occur
1 found
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1.7 V video when the Beta could
only adjust for 1.4 maximum with
its AGC circuitry. So, if you're
having this buzz problem, get a
serviceman to lower the voltage.
It's a simple operation, but don't
do it yourself unless you know what
the hell is going on.

That about does it for this issue.

By now you have received my company's

catalog of home video pre-recorded

products. If you haven't, see the

ad that follows this article and

write for one.

The programs that I think would interest

you most are our GROOVE TUBE and FLESH

GORDON. Both are absolute musts for

home video people since neither will be

shown on TV.

Unfortunately, you can't rent these titles

from us because our distributor won't

allow it, but you can rent plenty of other

programs.

Eventually we'll be getting KENTUCKY

FRIED MOVIE and TUNNEL VISION, both

sequels to GROOVE TIBE.

I'd appreciate it if you would let me

know what public domain stuff you're

interested in. We'll have a toll-free

number in a few weeks and I'11 be sure

to include it in your catalog.

You can call me up on this line and

talk to me any working day between

2:00 and 4:00 P.M. EST. I'd like to

hear from you. I can take your order

on the phone using Visa or M/C, however

you'll get prepaid postage if you send
a check.

Stay in touch,

.

Joe Mazzini

VIDEO PROGRAMS DIVISION
STUDIO FILM & TAPE

6424 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Hollywood, CA 90038

AD RATES & SUBSCRIPTIONS

Two types of ads are available:

the reproduction will be very poor and we

4" margin on all four sides (more would be better).

Full Page «.....$50
Half page ,.... $27
Quarter page .. $15

continue to rise as

Full page: 84" x 11" or 11" x 14"

MINI-ADS:

ship is up 30% since the rates were last changed.
black and white photographs.

Half page: B%" x 5&%" or 11" x 7"
These are still available for the very cheap rate of 25 words for §l.

(1) Those printed from Camera Ready Copy, and (2) MINI-ADS.
that I take whatever you send in and give it directly to the printer, without retyping, or anything.
that these be prepared in dark black or red ink and, if they are typed, that the ribbon be nice and dark.
It is also essential that you leave at least a
The rates for camera ready copy ads are as follows:

will both be disappointed.

Yes, they've gone up again. Rates for display ads are good only for issue #16.
We've held the line for two issues, but reader-
The camera ready ads may contain artwork or
Submit in any of the following sizes:

Quarter page:

our circulation increases.

"Camera Ready" means
It is critical
If it isn't,

They will

8" x 24" or 4" x 54"
From 26-50 words is $2, etc. HOWEVER,

after 150 words each group of 25 more is $2. Name & address (within reason) = 6 words. Telephone #=1.

NO ads for copyrighted material FOR SALE will be accepted unless you have the rights to them.
Mini-Ads page in this issue. Limit of 2 full pages per advertiser.

Also see disclaimer on

Ingquire re: color back cover and special placement.
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Deadline

Ads and contributions absolutely must reach me by October 23.
Speedy Express Mail deliveries after the deadline.

Please, no more phone calls and

Our readership is (conservatively): 5000+

mm-

Six issues for $10 in the US, Canada & Mexico (US funds).

AIR MAIL to Central America, Colombia,

SUb rates . Venezuela, Caribbean, & Bermuda is $17. All others is $20, also by AIR. If a little (15)
appears in the upper right hand corner of your mailing label: RENEW NOW. Schedule of special rates will appear in #16.
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THE VIDEOPHILE'S ANNUAL: 1978 This is the snappy portfolio which contains most of the material
originally published in #s 1-6, reprinted in 6 individual facsimil
copies of those now long out-of-print issues. Total page count of the annual exceeds the 70-80
foreseen when we first announced this item. This is a
limited edition of 500 portfolios, being offered at the ! ! !
L

bargain price of only $6. Lots of fascinating stuff in

these early issues. Close to 200 of these are already

gone. Suffice it to say that it covers everything from

how to edit out commercials (#4) to the somber excerpt

from the editor's first deposition with Universal and

Sony attorneys (#6), lots of video chit chat, tips for ’
beginners (as we all were back then) and much more. .

As for the tee-shirts, they come in your choice of color =
and men's sizes S to XL, for the familiar price of $6, / {
which includes postage. These are custom screened . N _®
shirts that are available only from The Videophile's el
Newsletter. They come in beige or light blue, the let-

ters are open, shaded in black, and the cute little

porker is in "piggie pink", as you would naturally de-

mand. Not too many of these remain. Better act now!

In a more practical vein, we present The Videophile's video cassette index cards. If you're
like me, you never seem to have a 3x5 card or appropriate slip of paper at hand to write down
titles on, and slip into the box. The collector's cassette cards (shown here in both front and
] back views, reduced) measure 6' x 3 and 3/4", and are custom
Eh e Gm ‘*%”l; 5 W Wk designed to fit into Beta format cassette boxes. They are
\\<i44~447—7 X deliberately designed without column headings, so that you
3 = 1 ‘§\~ . can adapt them to your own purposes, whether for temporarily
=l or permanently indicating the contents of each cassette.
When inserted in the box, the words "Watch", "Keep", "Use"
or another of your choice will be visible through the notch
in the box. Best of all, these stiff cards come to you in
] ] pads of 50. Just peel one off when you need it, ... the
A ———= rest of the pad remains obediently available right next to
your machine. The price? A true giveaway at a buck a pad,
with a 2 pad minimum order. Want some testimonials? Read:

"Thanks for the pads. Fantastic design job!"-- J.G., of Miss.

"Got my tape index cards a couple weeks ago. Every tape has
a card in it now. They're just great." -- M.R., of Nebraska
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iNewsletter”

BACK ISSUES

Only 5 issues
are available

#9 & #11 are
each $3.00

#12 13 & 14
are each $2.00

SHORT SUPPLY

+f; Tt voice of woes ranoom b
Issue 9: First issue in semi-professional format. Contains first installment of "Rambling

Outtakes", review of Time-Life Betamax offerings, first annual roundup of prerecorded
tape sources, etc. [Completists take note: This is a full size reprint of the original #9]

Issue ll: First 40 page issue. Packed with info re: comparison of consumer %" recorders, pro-
jection TV sets, excerpts from lawsuit depositions, Art Vuolo's first "Michigan Update",
results of readers' poll, reviews of TV gift-type books, first Voice of Canada, lots more.

Issue 12: First slick cover issue. Includes reports on "QUBE" two-way cable system, Video in
Australia, Rambling Marc at the Las Vegas Consumer Electronics Show, How to make the
most of two recorders, Dealer's Doings, a bunch of letters, ... and the usual typos, etc.

Issue 13: How to defeat the muting circuit in the Betamax SL-8200 (or Zenith), Bob Burn's first
column for "VHS" folks, Rambling Marc battles Universal attorneys, and reports on
pay cable systems, lotsa guestions and answers, great America 2Night cover. Biggest ish to date.

Issue 1l4: First color cover. Report on new products at Summer Consumer Electronics Show, L-500/
Sony SL-8200 counter/index time chart, lots of info re: VHS format including Q & A's,
report on the Sony SL-8600, TVN goes to two conventions, The Ultimate Video Room, much more!!

Each issue also contains Joe Mazzini's notes for 3/4" folks, as well as many advertisements.



i, wt
_ WANT GOOD SERVICE AS WELL

(7572

QR AS THE BEST PRICE
WA THEN BUY YOUR VIDEO

EQUIPMENT AND VIDEO &

AUDIO TAPEFROM

/\
:s.

. APARK AVENUE VIDEO
=2 DEALER WITHA1

4" REPUTATION FOR QUALITY
SERVICE & LOWEST PRICES

This Months Specials are...

RCA JVC
SELECTAVISION 2-4 HOUR 2-4 HOUR
VHS RECORDER VHS RECORDER HR 3300
2-4 HOUR THE UNBELIEVABLE CARRYING CASE
THE LOW PRICE OF PRICE OF ONLY $25.00

LOWEST PRICE OF

$730.%°1$675.°

* % s ASK FOR THE SPECIAL PRICES ON BETA MACHINES AND THE
EXTRA SPECIAL PRICES ON VIDEO TAPE FOR VHS AND BETA MACHINES

$725.

TAPECITY - 404PARKAVE.SOUTH - NEW YORK,N.Y. 10016
(212) 679-1606
TOLL FREE NUMBER FOR OUR OUT OF TOWN CUSTOMERS

800 223-1586



