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The items on the cover (assuming the reproduction is

C“VE“ good enough that you can make them out) are described
below, starting with the honey in the upper left hand
corner and going clockwise from there:

5351(1) The Miami Herald, under the headline "WKID Puts the Lid on 'Bottomless'
. TV", explained that Channel 51 in Ft. Lauderdale had dropped the syndica-
ted Iris Chacon show due to viewer objection. Seems that the Puerto Rican
fk; film star's habit of appearing in abbreviated costumes and hoofing in a
ﬂ*ﬁ,somewhat erotic manner was not to everyone's liking. Fans of the show
didn't seem to mind that the series was in Spanish and that Miss Chacon
ewas (as the Herald put it) trying "to see how much of her ample backside
she could get away with" showing. [Ed.'s Note: Needless to say, if any of
you have access to this outrage, I would be most interested in reviewing _
, taped copies for the purpose of presenting my own editorial viewpoint.]

(2) Here we see a young oriental lady displaying the new 32" (!) Sony
Trinitron color set. It is being marketed in Japan for the eauivalent of
$3327. The accompanying rack and loudspeaker would go for $407.

(3) A couple of issues back, I reported on the Warner Cable pilot project
in Columbus,Ohio to set up a two-way cable system. The system is expected
to serve some 100,000 homes. The picture is of the hand-held computer

control device for users. Anyone out there being hooked into this system?

(5) This is the competition for Betamax, the JVC "Vidstar" (wish I could
print in color, as I have a much better picture). The unit has a built-in
digital timer (lower left), is only about half (!) the size of the Betamax
and has a two-hour capacity. Also an optional telecine attachment to
transfer 8mm movies to videocassettes. One source says expected retail is
$1100. This particular model does not have the forthcoming 4-hour capacity.

(4) This is the Sony "changer" which will enable those of us with the soon
1Kh”sto be partially obsolete pioneer model Betamax to get two hours while
7 the machine is unattended. (The same changer could also be used with the
« new model to achieve a 4-hour capability). The price tag is said to be
$100, but I have also been told that owners of the original machines will
be given a substantial discount, maybe even 50% less. We'll see.

(6) This is the Zenith brand, Beta Format, 2-hour machine, which will be
compatible in everyway with the 2-hour machines from Sony and Sanyo.

(7) The gentleman in the center is our Mystery-Man-of-the-Month. I will
reveal his identity next issue as part of a report on how my campaign to
promote this little venture throughout the land is coming along. (Actually,
I thought it would be refreshing to see someone on the cover of a maga-
zine other than Farrah Fawcett-Majors once in a while.)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Thanks for some of the cover photos go out to Hal Schie,

Dale Johnson, Jim Gibbon and Guy MacMillan.
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Those of you who sent in your Betamax warranty cards probably got a
brochure from Time-Life describing the first batch of prerecor@ed tapes
that they are offering. I hope to have a review of these next issue by
a lucky stiff to whom they loaned a whole set.
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2 HOURS ... 4 HOURS .... 6 HOURS !! ... WHERE WILL IT ALL END? W in zg]g;

I can now confirm that a 4-hour videocassette recorder is on the way to
market. RCA expects to have the two speed Matsushita VHS cassette deck
available by "late summer". Panasonic reportedly has similar intentions, .
and Magnavox and Sylvania are now confirmed as in the VHS format camp. ﬂp
These machines are not compatible with the "Beta" format adopted by //}
Sony, Zenith, and Sanyo among others. The new 2 hour-4 hour machine will

be compatible with the JVC Vidstar pictured on the cover. Blank cassettes

for these machines are estimated to retail at $11 for 30 minutes, $16 for
60/120 minute, and $20-$22 for the 120/240 minute variety. RCA hopes to

sell it's deck in the $1000 to $1100 range. ~Toaae/ Gmer

JVC expects to market a "home video color camera" for use with the Vidstar,
but industry sources doubt that they can bring one in at a price less than
that of the deck itself. There is, however, a likelihood that we will soon
see black and white cameras for all formats in the $395 range. E new

Sony has notified dealers that it is now accepting orders for the 2-hour A
Betamax for delivery, reportedly, the 3rd week of August. If this is what !
you have been waiting for, now is the time to talk to your dealer. ...
Meanwhile, Sony has introduced (available any day now) a play-only industrial
model Betamax, with remote touch-tone-type random-access control which will
permit calling up any portion of the tape by dialing four digits. Scheduled
for October delivery is a new industrial Betamax recorder with stop action
and other editing features (also automatic rewind) at $1475. Regretably,

this machine (I am told) will only be a l-hour model. Too bad ... since
otherwise they could probably sell one to me.

The third format (and the only 2-hour machine that you can go downtown and?
buy right this minute), Quasar, is reportedly doing very well, but trade (|3
papers report that "there has been no guarantee of future productlon.“ roat-

As if this all weren't enough, at least two technological breakthroughs
foreshadow greater confusion in the years to come, to wit: BASF is devel-
oping a 1/4" longitudinal video recording system (LVR) which could be
brought to market by it's U.S. licensee Bell & Howell (Yes! I said 1/4".)
And ... the 3M Company reportedly has a tape in the works that could
handle up to 6 hours (!) on a cassette, assuming that some enterprising
manufacturer were to bring out a 6-hour machine. ... Ah bankruptcy ...

4 Reports persist that Magnavox will have
i 8 'sc limited quantities of the MCA/Phillips
video disc on sale by "the end of the
year." MCA's Norman Glenn announced that
MCA plans to initially release about 300 titles, half of them feature
films, including: "The Sting," "Slap Shot," and "MacArthur." As an example
of price "Jaws" will supposedly run you $10-$15 for a 5-disc package.
Shame of it is that the disc is getting so much publicity in places like
Popular Science, Time-Life Science Yearbook 1977, Forbes, TV Guide and
local entertainment pages, but then people get all excited and find out
that there is no such animal. RCA hesitates, MCA (Universal) fritters
away consumer goodwill by harassing Betamax owners, ... and so it goes.
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- January 10, 1978 has been sot as the trial date
ﬂﬂmﬁult for the Universal/Sony copyright infringement
* ¢ * suit in the Los Angeles Fedcral District Court.
In the meantime, MCA attorneys are winding up
their taking of depositions in New York, and will move on to Tokyo in
August. (As you know, the critically important Tallahassee deposition was
taken some time ago.) Judge Warren Ferguson threw out the request of a
Cleveland based group, "Video P", to intervene on behalf of Betamax owners,
i saying that he wished to avoid delays.

cﬁ\ﬂaMY prediction? As I've said all along, there is little doubt that Sony
W will prevail. Ultimately, I feel the worst that can happen is that home
recorder owners will have to pay some sort of "royalty" fee for the priv-
ilege of recording copyrighted material off-the-air. Such a thing is not
unprecedented. In Germany, for instance, audio recorders are taxed and
the proceeds go to copyright owners. A tax on blank tape would be another
possibility. Keep in mind that such a scheme would have to be enacted by
7 Congress. The courts do not have the authority to impose such a solution.

s —————————————— — —— T — —————— ————

T T s S S0 N O O s S s, s e P S D e i i i W s S S i I i i i e

** It appears that a major battle for cassette format dominance is unavoidable.
In spite of the fact that the Betamax fails to match the forthcoming VHS
35 models with respect to certain features, it appears that Sony has a very
strong marketing advantage, at this time, ... one which may prove to be
decisive. Consider this: Sony has the capacity, and plans to produce

-\ 25,000 Betamaxes a month by Fall, and 50,000 a month by early next year.
(-u‘ JVC is at 8000 a month now, will be at 15,000 per by yvear's end, and

\ 30,000 by Spring. These are to be split between the U.S., Japanese, and
other markets. Sony has assured Zenith of a regular supply, and also will
be able to supply plenty of new tape from its plant in Dothan, Alabama.
Production figures on the RCA 2-hcur/4-hour system have not been announced
to my knowledge, but you can bet that it is impossible to turn out a
couple of hundred thousand of them overnight. ... I have been told by
those who have seen it that the picture quality of the 2-hour Betamax is
noticeably less than that of the l-hour model (especially on a large
screen projection-TV), but that it is still "good". The quality of the
4-hour tape picture, quite literally, remains to be seen.

The long promised "Scotch" brand tape from 3M is now
TAPE said to be on its way, and available in stores by September.
I am told that 3M will also have its own brand of tape
for the JVC Vidstar and other VHS format models. Hmmmm.
{Et was reported in April that there are more than 1 million Betamax
' cassettes in use. Sales continue to run above Sony's expectations. In May
! the ratio of cassette to recorder sales was 37-to-1, and the cumulative
.ratio since the start of sales is 25-to-1.
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An issue or two back, I mentioned the Sony film-to-tape service. Well ...
Kerry Decker writes from Orlando to say that his photo store will be
handling it and that it should be ready to go by July, "Prices will be $25
for the first 50' roll but rates go down with more film: 200' - $29.95,

400' - $45.95. They will also transfer 35mm slides, add titles & music too."
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The last two issues of Videography have included "round ups" of video
\ (software and hardware suppliers. (Lots of good stuff,) Next issue I hope
A to present my First Annual round up of prerecorded video cassette suppliers.
‘ This will include both well known commercial as well as underground sources.
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